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Palestinians to have first power station 

GAZA CITY (AFP) — Palestinian leader Yasser Arafat 

SdSve Xjfjj* ^liman sdf-nile areas 

M veS- -W? ? u D C,ec,ne,ly generating station by 

will open our first power station and 

!^ r electricity to all the territories 

***. Ara fa t said in a speech read to an 
international 1 conference on electrical power held Sai- 

*£?** ?“* city of Nablus - “Palestinians^ 
i m a .. shona g e of electricity like they suffer 
fiom other Israeli measures and today 1 3 per cent of the 
Palestinian people are without electricity,” Mr. Arafat 

JS^JF ® ddres f read b - v NaW »i5 milharv governor 
N^moud Al Aloul. I n his speech, which was distrib- 
uted by the Palestinian news agency WAFA, Mr. Arafat 
announced the creation of a power authority and petro- 
leurn department in his self-rule administration to beain 
feasibility studies on building the power plant. 
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Bombs Injure 2 In South Lebanon 

TY RE (AFP) — Two Lebanese civilians were acciden- 
tally injured Saturday when U.N. peacekeepers detonat- 
ed four bombs in South Lebanon, security sources said. 
Inhabitants ot Derdghaya, east of the port city of Tyre, 
found four interlinked explosive charges on a read near 
their village and called in Ghanian soldiers from the 
U.N. peacekeeping force in South Lebanon to inspect 
the site. The soldiers detonated the bombs alier cordon- 
ing off the area, but the blasts were powerful than 
expected and two civilians were slightly injured. They 
were taken to hospital in Tyre. The security sources said 
die bombs may have been planted by Israeli “agents” tar- 
geiting anti-Israeli guerrillas in South Lebanon, A 
source from Hizbollah. which spearheads anti- Israeli 
attacks, accused the Jewish state of violating an April 36 
ceasefire accord between the two sides. 
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Palestinian-Israeli committees meet 

ahead of talks by negotiating teams 

Palestinians say Hebron deal could be signed in days 


Kabariti visits riot-hit stadium, says 

perpetrators of violence a minority 



Prime Minister Abdul Karim Kabariti and Minister of Youth Mohammad Duoudich visit the 
Sports City football stadium on Saturday (Petra photo) 


GAZA CITY (AFP) — 
Israeli and Palestinian 
negotiators met late Satur- 
day in a fresh bid to reach 
agreement on Israel’s long- 
delayed withdrawal from 
the West Bank town of 
Hebron, Palestinian offi- 
cials said. 

The two sides met as pan 
of a joint security commit- 
tee in Jerusalem, which 
included Palestinian securi- 
ty chiefs Jibril Rajub and 
Mohammad Dahlan. and a 
civilian affairs committee 
in Tel Aviv. 

An agreement on Israel's 
troop redeployment from 
Hebron, which is seven 
months behind the schedule' 
laid down under the 1995 
Oslo self-rule accords, is 
the key issue in U.S.-medi- 
ated peace talks between 
the two sides. 

Palestinian negotiator 
Hassan Asfour said his del- 
egation had asked Israel to 
agree to U.S. participation 
in an international observa- 
tion force in Hebron. 

Palestinian leader Yasser 


BAGHDAD'S KURDISH 
allies were moving toward 
a stronghold of the rival 
Patriotic Union of Kurdis- 
tan (PUK) in northern Iraq 
on Saturday, fueling fears 
of a new refugee exodus 
towards the Iranian border. 

U.N. officials said fight- 
ers of the Kurdistan Demo- 
cratic Party (KDP), led by 
Masood Barzani, took the 
town of Ranya early Satur- 
day and were now converg- 
ing on the PUK stronghold 
of Sulaimaniyeh. on the 
Lraq-Iran border. 

“The KDP is currently 
launching an offensive 
against Qala Diza,” some 
70 kilometres north of 
Sulaimaniyeh, said a West- 
ern humanitarian aid offi- 
cial. 

He added that some PUK 
fighters had already left 
Qala Diza and were head- 
ing towards the Iranian bor- 
der. U.N. officials said 65 
families fled Sulaimaniyeh 
overnight towards the bor- 
der fearing the fall of the 
town to the KDP. 

The KDP was attacking 
the PUK on three fronts — 
around Ranya and Qala 
Diza at Chuman to the 


Arafat on Tuesday called 
for U.S. troops in the West 
Bank town as pan of an 
international peacekeeping 
force to be deployed after 
the Israeli pullout. 

Mr. Arafat's proposal was 
rejected by both Israel and 
the Lhiired States. But 
Washington did not totally 
rule out sending observers 
if both sides agreed. 

Israel and the Palestinians 
held two weeks of intensive 
negotiations in the Red Sea 
resorts of Eilat in Israel and 
Taba in Egypt which broke 
up on Friday without agree- 
ment. 

However, both sides said 
progress had been made on 
the Hebron redeployment 
and an accord could be 
forthcoming in the comins 
week. 

Discussions at the level of 
committees was to continue 
on Saturday and Sunday 
before full delegations 
return Monday for talks in 
Taba and Eilat. 

Meanwhile, Mr. Arafat 
telephoned Egyptian For- 


n orth east close to the bor- 
der with Iran and the towns 
of Khalakan and Kani War- 
man close to the key Dukan 
dam south of Ranya, KDP 
commanders said. 

The Dukan dam supplies 
power to most of the area 
round the main regional 
city of ErbiJ. 

The latest fighting 
between the KDP and the 
PUK dates back to Aug. 31. 
when the KDP sought help 
from Iraqi forces to capture 
the one-time jointly-shared 
city of Erbil from the PUK. 

Baghdad's intervention 
on the side of the KDP pro- 
voked U.S. cruise missile 
attacks on southern Iraq 
and a widening of the no- 
fly zone there. 

The KDP went on to cap- 
ture the whole of the three 
Kurdish provinces in the 
region but last week the 
PUK began a counter- 
assault, retaking its strong- 
hold of Sulaimaniyeh and 
advancing back to Erbil. 

There has been no sign 
that Baghdad was involved 
this time around. 

Senior U.S. diplomat 
Robert Pelletreau was due 
to bold talks with Mr. 
Barzani next week — prob- 

( Continued on page 7) 


Arafat keeps 
King updated 
on talks 

PALESTINIAN President 
Yasser Arafat, in several 
phone calls on Saturday, 
briefed His Majesty King 
Hussein on the progress 
in negotiations conducted 
by the Israeli-Palestinian 
security and civil com- 
mittees. The King praised 
the patience of the Pales- 
tinian negotiators and 
underlined the need for 
confidence-building mea- 
sures between the two 
sides, the Jordan News 
Agency, Petra said. 


eign Minister Anu - Musa to 
brief them on the status of 
the ialks with Israel, the 
Palestinian leader's advisor 
Nabil Abu Rudaina said. 

Palestinian officials were 
upbeat late Friday after the 
larest round of negotiations, 
predicting an accord on 


BAGRAM AIRFIELD 
(Agencies) — Government 
forces backed by the 
artillery of Uzbek General 
Abdul Rashid Dostum cap- 
tured Bagram military air- 
field north of the Afghan 
capital Kabul overnight, 
witnesses said on Saturday. 

They also seized two 
other important objectives: 
the nearby Bagram junction 
and the rown of Qara Bagh. 

Reporters who travelled 
to the scene of the artacks, 
about 60 kilometres north 
of the capital, found Tale- 
ban forces that held the 
positions on Friday had 
retreated. 

Tanks and troops loyal to 
government commander 
Ahmad Shah Masood were 
in firm control of all three 
locations. 

Taleban jets bombed 
Bagram at about 9 a.m. 
local time on Saturday with 
one civilian reported killed. 

An Antonov cargo plane 
which flew over Jabal-os- 
Saraj, north of Bagram, 
about three hours later 
drew blistering anti-aircraft 
fire from the government 
side. 

Hundreds of Mr. 
Masood 's fighters laden 
with Kalashnikovs, rocket- 
propelled grenade launch- 
ers and extra ammunition 
strolled along the main 
road inside the airbase on 


Israel’s military' redeploy- 
ment in Hebron within 
days. 

“We can reach an agree- 
ment In the next few days," 
Minister for International 
Cooperation Nabil Shaath 
said after a meeting of the 
Palestinian cabinet. 

“On some points there are 
still differences but on oth- 
ers it appears there are no 
major problems." Mr. 
Shaath told journalists. 

Another Palestinian offi- 
cial, Mahmoud Abbas, also 
spoke of progress. “There 
has been movement in the 
past few days and if that 
continues we could reach 
an agreement soon,” he 
said. 

A cabinet statement said 
Israel was entirely respon- 
sible for delays in imple- 
menting the redeployment 
agreement, and the peace 
process as a whole. It called 
on the Israeli government 
to show courage to allow 

(Continued on page 7) 


Saturday, smiling and 
shouting greetings to com- 
rades arriving by the truck- 
load. 

Government tanks spew- 
ing thick black exhaust 
clanked into new positions 
around the perimeter of the 
base, which looked more 
like an aircraft disassembly 
line than the powerful mili- 
tary airfield it once was 
during the heyday of the 
Soviet Union's occupation 
of Afghanistan. 

About 15 dilapidated 
fighter aircraft, transport 
planes and helicopter car- 
casses of Soviet style and 
vintage, were parked along 
the taxiways near the 
hangars or on the grass 
infields — all well past 
their seli-by date. 

The airfield buildings 
were decrepit and rusted, 
with bullet-riddled metal 
facades and shattered win- 
dows — most seemingly 
from ancient battles rather 
than recent fighting. 

Out along the main run- 
way, which sits in a plain 
surrounded by snow- 
capped mountains, at least 
eight jet fighters sat flanked 
by blast barriers, in posi- 
tion, if not in condition, to 
fly. 

Government troops said 
Ihleban militiamen had 

(Continued on page 7) 


AMMAN (Agencies) — 
After riots broke out fol- 
lowing a soccer match 
Prime Minister Abdul 
Karim Kabariti Saturday 
visited King Hussein Sports 
City and inspected various 
areas which bad sustained 
damage. 

The violence erupted 
after a game between Al 
Faisali and Al Wihdat 
teams Friday evening. 

The supporters of the two 
teams battled with stones, 
soft-drink bottles and 
wooden clubs at Amman 
International Stadium after 
Faisali won the match 1-0. 

“We saw police forces 
storming into the stadium 
and firing tear-gas to dis- 
perse the angry crowd, who 
were beating each other 
with anything at hand," 
said one witness, who 
insisted on anonymity. 

Police dispersed around 
30,000 spectators who then 
went on a rampage outside 
the stadium, smashing win- 
dows of shops and cars. 

Witnesses said the trouble 
began when the referee 
blew his whistle at the end 
of the game and ruled as 
invalid what Wihdat sup- 
porters saw os a legitimate, 
last-second goal for their 
team. 

One witness said support- 
ers of the Faisali Club then 
started chanting slogans in 
favour of Israeli . Prime 
Minister Benyamin 

Netanyahu, angering sup- 
porters of Wihdat. 


MOSCOW (AFP) — The 
Kremlin hoped for stability 
by sacking tough-talking 
security chief Alexander 
Lebed, but he could still 
make waves, especially by 
becoming a regional gover- 
nor, analysts said Saturday. 

The Kremlin managed to 
get rid of the unpredictable 
and ambitious Lebed at a 
highly sensitive time — 
just weeks before President 
Boris Yeltsin's planned 
heart bypass surgery. 

On Saturday, Mr. Yeltsin 
named the former Russian 
parliament speaker, Ivan 
Rybkin. to replace Mr. 
Lebed both as secretary of 
the powerful Kremlin 
security council and chief 
negotiator in Chechenya. 

The purge continued Fri- 
day with the replacement of 
the armed forces chief of 
staff in what was seen as a 
pay-back to Defence Min- 
ister Igor Rodionov for his 
decision not to back Mr. 
Lebed, a former ally. 

The new chief of staff. 
General Viktor Samsonov, 
is close to Rodionov. An 


Mr. Kabariti voiced regret 
on Saturday over incite- 
ment by fans of the two 
soccer clubs and said irre- 
sponsible people who 
lacked a sense of sports- 
manship were directly 
responsible for the riots. 

“Sports events are spon- 
sored by the government 
upon directives from His 
Majesty King Hussein and 
His Royal Highness Crown 
Prince Hassan and these 
will not be affected by this 
kind of incidents. Jordanian 
sports will always reflect 
the Kingdom's high 


additional seven army gen- 
erals, including the top two 
paratrooper commanders, 
who were close to Mr. 
Lebed, have already been 
fired this month. 

Coming out on top from 
the turmoil were Prime 
Minister Viktor Cher- 
nomyrdin and Mr. Yelrsin's 
Chief of Staff Anatoly 
Chubais. 

Mr. Chernomyrdin and 
Mr. Chubais “have already 
proved they can run just 
about everything in a rela- 
tively stable way. like the 
two hands of the presi- 
dent,” Sevodnya newspaper 
wrote. 

“They can find a form of 
mutually advantageous 
cooperation.*' 

But while Lhe Kremlin 
hoped to end the political 
chaos around Mr. Yeltsin's 
sick bed, Mr. Lebed made it 
clear his bid for the presi- 
dency was not over. 

The tough ex-paratrooper 
general looked more like a 
presidential candidate than 
a sacked Kremlin official 
when he received an ova- 


morals," he said. 

Some people were arrest- 
ed in connection with the 
violence and the Public 
Security Depanmem ;uid 
the Jonian Soccer Federa- 
tion were Saturday inxesti- 
guting the incident. 

During his visit to the 
sports facility and later to 
the Public Transport Corpo- 
ration the prime minister 
inspected the 24 vehicles 
which were damaged in the 
melee. 

Minister of Youth 
Mohammad Daoudieh, in a 
siarement to Jordan Televi- 


tion Fridav niaht on enter- 
• ^ 

ing a Moscow theatre for a 
production of Ivan the Ter- 
rible. 

Mr. Lebed's best chance 
to launch a comeback could 
be by contesting the gover- 
nor's seat in his home 
region of Tula, which is 200 
kilometres south of the 
capital and concentrated 
around defence industry. 

Komsomolskaya Pravda 
daily newspaper reported 
that one of the ex-general's 
political support groups. 
Civil Solidarity, had 
already asked him to enter 
the race, expected in 
December. 

Mr. Lebed was briefly a 
deputy from Tula to the 
lower house of parliament, 
the State Duma, before 
entering the Kremlin in 
June. He also commanded 
the local paratrooper divi- 
sion from 19S8 to 1991. 

Being governor of Tula 
would give him a seat in the 
upper house of parliament, 
the Federation Council, a 
budget, access to the media 
and a way to begin building 


siun. expressed regret over 
the incidents and the dam- 
age caused. 

The minister, who accom- 
panied Mr. Kabariti on his 
tour, noted that soccer vio- 
lence occurred in many 
parts of the world. The 
authorities will lake drastic 
measures to end such 
behaviour in Jordan, he 
added. 

Mr. Daoudieh said that 
Sports City officials had 
started repairing damaged 

(Continued on page 7) 


a political base. 

Mr. Lebed would have a 
chance to “return in honour 
to Moscow. ... He could 
then wait for 2000 in maxi- 
mum comfort and perma- 
nently in front of the 

media," Moskovsky Kom- 
somolets daily said. 

If he did enter and win the 
race, it would be a slap in 
the face for Mr. Yeltsin — 
the incumbent. Nikolai 

Sevriugin, was appointed in 
1 992 by the president. 

Other reports have sug- 
gested Mr. Lebed could try 
to regain his Duma seat, 
which is still empty and 
will be up for election in 
December. 

But Mr. Lebed has major 
organisational problems. 
His sacking from the post 
of secretary of the Kremlin 
security council meant he 
lost a series of perks and 
above all an opening to the 
media. 

Mr. Yeltsin's team 
showed how effectively it 
could manipulate the media 

(Continued on page 7) 


KDP advances, 
poised to take 

Sul aimani yeh 


Combined agency 
dispatches 


Masood-Dostum 
forces seize Bagram 
airfield, key town 


Kremlin hopes for calm as Lebed eyes 
governor ’s post to stage a comeback 


Chirac begins Mideast visit seeking to boost European role in peace process 


By Sa’eda Kiiani 

Special to the Jordan Times 

AMMAN — French Presi- 
dent Jacques Chirac arrived 
in Syria on Saturday on a 
tour of the region in a 
determined bid to strength- 
en, even reinvent, the 
French role in Middle East 
politics. Early signs, how- 
ever, do nor show it is 
going to be an easy task. 

President Chirac, who 
was scheduled to meet Syr- 
ian President Hafez A I 
Assad during his stay in 
Syria, is expected to launch 
what has come to be known 
as the “new French Arab 
policy.” (Chirac gets 
hero’s welcome, page 12) 

“This comprehensive visit 
is aimed at bringing a mes- 


sage of peace to the 
region." says Bernard Bajo- 
let, the French ambassador 
in Amman. “But tit is) not 
just any peace (that we 
want). France wishes to see 
that balance is restored to 
the Middle East peace 
process." 

France and Europe in 
general have been recently 
pushing for and insisting on 
having an effective role in 
this process, which has wit- 
nessed more downs than 
ups in recent months. The 
challenge before them has 
been mainly how to trans- 
form and expand financial 
and economic support for 
countries of the region into 
real political clout. 

But Israel, especially 
under the leadership of the 


new right-wing govern- 
ment, has resisted attempts 
to strengthen the Euro- 
peans' hand in the region. 
The Israelis have publicly 
expressed dissatisfaction 
over recent political initia- 
tives by Paris and other 
European Union (EU) cap- 
itals and showed a clear 
lack of desire to sec a 
greater involvement by any 
other than the main peace 
broker — the l r .S. 

France, on the other hand, 
has stuck to its guns, insist- 
ing at one point on its 
intention to send Foreign 
Minister Herve de Charetfe 
on an official visit to the 
Orient House in Arab East 
Jerusalem during the presi- 
dential tour in Israeli and 
the Palestinian self-rule 


areas. 

But Israel strongly object- 
ed to the visit, which would 
have recognised Palestinian 
rights in Jerusalem, and that 
objection was made during 
the visit of Israeli Prime 
Minister Benyamin 

Netanyahu to France on 
Sept 25. The Israeli opposi- 
tion to the Jerusalem move, 
however, did not dissuade 
the French from deciding to 
send another envoy, the 
minister of health, to the 
Orient House. Mr. De 
Charette will stay in Egypt 
during President Chirac's 
stay in Israel, and he will 
then re-join the president 
on his tour in the Arab 
countries that will also 
include Jordan. Lebanon 
and Egypt 


“French moves could not 
be considered as an appeal. 
They are a reflection of the 
aspirations and demands of 
the countries of the region,” 
Ambassador Bajolet insist- 
ed. 

In comments to the Jor- 
dan Times. His Royal High- 
ness Crown Prince Hassan 
expressed the Kingdom’s 
readiness to accept a greater 
political role for Europe in 
the Middle East. The 
Crown Prince said that a 
European role in the peace 
effort was needed more 
than ever before. 

Jordanian officials and 
diplomats, while hailing 
attempts to introduce an 
“effective” new role by the 
Europeans, have neverthe- 
less expressed fears that 


other economic and politi- 
cal factors might hamper 
the effort. 

Jordan's Ambassador to 
France Sharif Fawwaz 
Sharaf recently stated that 
it w as difficult to sav if the 
fresh offensive by France 
“will be effective or not 
since any European role (in 
the region) will be deter- 
mined by several political 
and economic factors." 

A senior official told the 
Jordan Times that while 
Jordan highly welcomed 
and supported “Europe in 
its endeavours for a more 
effective political role, the 
nature of that effort could 
not be defined at present 
since there are many sensi- 
tivities, American in partic- 
ular." 


The new drive by France 
and the ELI is certainly not 
appreciated by Washington. 
Secretary of Stale Warren 
Christopher was quoted 
recently as saying that 
European activities in the 
Middle East should be lim- 
ited to financial support 
only. 

Ambassador Bajolet. 
however, said that France 
was not content to play 
such supporting role, “espe- 
cially at a time when aid by 
the U.S. to the the region 
has diminished consider- 
ably,” 

“Our desire to launch a 
new political campaign in 
the region does not ntean 
that we want to rule out the 
American role." he said. 
"The American role, as is 


well-known, is necessary, 
but it is an isolatorv one.” 

In any case. President 
Chirac, whose govern- 
ment's policies at home 
have drawn public discon- 
tent. is pursuing a strong 
ioreign policy following in 
the footsteps of the late 
General Charles de Gaulle. 
Although Europe might not 
have appreciated French 
initiatives at the outset It 
seems that the European 
position has now grown to 
be more ooherenr. especial- 
ly after Mr. Chirac’s fre- 
quent consultations with 
Germany and Italy. 

Observers believe that the 
driving force behind 
France's change of heart is 

(Continued on page 7) 
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Taleban close down 
women’s bathhouses 

■ 

for being ‘un-Islamic’ 
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KABUL (AFP) — Kabul’s 
new fundamentalist Taleban 
rulers have shut down the 
city's usually-bustling 
women’s bath houses, 
branding them an “un- 

Islamic institution,” local 
residents said Saturday. 

The Taleban-controlled 
Kabul municipality last 
week sent a letter to the 
city’s 32 public baths 
reserved for women, order- 
ing them to close their 
doors with immediate 
effect, a bath house owner 
told AFP. 

“We were told in the letter 
to close down because 
women going to public 
baths is un-Islamic as far as 
the Taleban are con- 
cerened," Mohammad Has- 
san said. 

“One bath was fined 
500,000 afghanis ($31) by 
the Taleban two-days ago 
for violating the order and 
openin g its doors to 
women,” he said. 

No Taleban official was 
immediately available for 
comment on the closure or 
on why the baths are 
deemed to be un-Islamic, 
but locals said the baths 
were probably frowned 
upon because it invited 
women to wander the city 
“unescorted and unneces- 
sarily.” 

Other sources, however, 
said that a handful of 
women's communal baths 
in west Kabul had flouted 
the order, which came as 
the first signs of winter 
began to take their grip on 
the battered Afghan capital. 

The order to shut down 
the baths, a feature of every 
day life for most residents 
of Kabul which had been 
deprived of running water 
and electricity for more 
than three years,, has out- 
raged women here. 

“I don't know how I'm 


going to be able to wash 
myself and have a warm 
bath now in the absence of 
electricity and running 
water in my house," a 50- 
year-old woman who 
refused to be identified said. 

‘I'm very angry because 
the Taleban have deprived 
us of an essential facility 
which we have always used 
and used to enjoy as well, 

she added. 

The traditional baths — 
or hamams — which cost 
users about six cents for a 
steam bath have almost 
completely replaced private 
bathing facilities in KabuL 
where'most public ameni- 
ties have been destroyed or 
suspended during more than 
four years of civil war. 

The baths are mostly used 
in winter when tempera- 
tures in the city can plum- 
met to below minus 20 
degrees ceicius and when it 
is too cold for kabulis — 
who battle to feed them- 
selves, let alone heat their 
homes — to baihe at home 
with water brought from 
freezing wells. 

Scores of ancient hamams 
— most of which have two 
distinct sections with sepa- 
rate entrances for men and 
women — are dorted 
across the city and its 
sprawling suburbs, inhabit- 
ed by about 1.2 million 
people. 

The baths — common to 
Central Asia — are also 
used as communal meeting 
places for relaxation and 
gossip, especially for 
women who generally 
enjoy little leisure time 
between working and car- 
ing for their families, locals 
said. 

In the past, mothers are 
said to have used, hamams 
as a hunting ground for ■ 
prospective brides, for. their 
sons who did not have the 


opportunity to gauge the 
beauty of women for them- 
selves as females were cov- 
ered from head to foot in 
public under Islamic law. 

The order shutting 
women’s baths is the latest 
in a line of decrees restrict- 
ing women's behaviour to 
be issued by the Taleban 
since they overran Kabul 
three weeks ago. 

Females, who have for 
decades been allowed to 
work and be educated in 
the capita] and other major 
Afghan cities, were barred 
from offices and school by 
the Islamic fighters after 
they seized power here. 

In addition, they have 
been ordered not to go out 
“unnecessarily" and have 
been warned to be fully 
covered by traditional 
Islamic dress if they have to 
venture out 

The new regulations rep- 
resent a serious blow to 
thousands of Kabulis, as 
more than 30,000 widows 
are the only income earners 
in their usually very large 
families. Most of the 
Afghan civil service here 
was run by women, while 
scores of foreign aid agen- 
cies also depend on women 
to keep key humanitarian 
projects operating. 

The United Nations has 
warned the Taleban that for- 
eign aid to Afghanistan 
could be halted if they fail 
to alter their stance on 
women, while the European 
Union has urged the world 
community to deny the 
new Kabul leadership 
much-needed recognition 
on the same grounds. 

The fundamentalist Tale- 
ban took control of the once 
relatively liberal city on 
Sept. 27 . after the govern- 
ment. of deposed President 
Burhanuddin .Jlabbanj fled 
the city;" ' 


Afghan travellers wait at a checkpoint outside the Afghan capital as they are not allowed to leave Kabul to travel north of the 
country (Reuters photo) 


Lebanon holds 
man with 
forbidden 
fruit 

RASHAYA (AP.) — A man 
in a pick-up truck full of 
Israeli mangoes was arrested 
by Lebanese customs agents 
while driving in South 
Lebanon, security sources 
said Friday. 

The sources, speaking on 
condition of anonymity, said 
the agents, working on a tip. 
arresred the man Thursday- 
evening at a Lebanese army 
checkpoint near a barren 
strip of land north of Israel’s 
self-styled “'security zone.” 
The man, a regular driver 
of goods in and out of the 
security zone, was handed 
over along with nearly a 
tonne of the forbidden man- 
goes to the prosecutor gener- 
al's office in the Bekaa Val- 
ley. The laws of Lebanon, 
which is at war with Israel, 
bar. any dealing with the 
' enemy.- trade ■ or military. 

, Yiplat^on.is .punishable . by 
; prison. or, death. .. 


Mauritania opposition wins first assembly seat 


NOUAKCHOTT (R) — A 
new party championing the 
rights of Mauritania's blacks 
and ex-slaves or their descen- 
dants won the opposition's 
first seat in the national 
assembly after an election 
run-off. 

The radical Action for 
Change, which, represents in 
particular the former slave 
class of the Haratines, took 
the Sabkha district of Nouak- 
chott in the second round of 
the seneral elections. 

In five other results 
declared late Friday the rul- 
ing Social Democratic 
Republican Party (PRDS) 
won two seats in Nouakchott 
and two in the economic cap- 
ital of Nouadhibou, adding to 
the 61 it took outright in the 
first round, but was heavily 


defeated in another Nouak- 
chott constituency by an 
independent 

Results of the voting for 10 
more seats in the south of the 
country were expected late 
Saturday. 

In the first round the PRDS 
lost only rwo seats, one to an 
independent and the other to a 
political ally, giving President 
Maaouya Sidadmad Ould 
Taya a solid base ahead of 
presidential elections due in 
January 1998. 

The opposition, which boy- 
cotted the country's first 
multi-party elections in 1992. 
alleged fraud by the PRDS. 
but international observers 
said there had been great 
progress towards democracy, 
though they urged a revision 
of electors' lists. 


The first round was the first 
truly multi-party legislative 
election in the former French 
colony straddling Arab and 
black Africa. 

Veteran opposition stalwart 
Ahmed Ould Daddah's Union 
of Democratic Forces-New 
Era Party, which alleged mas- 
sive fraud in last week’s first 
round, passed up the chance 
of winning two seats in 
Nouakchott by boycotting the 
second round. The ruling 
party took both. 

Action for Change, formed 
just over a year ago and led 
by former slave Messoud 
Ould Boulkheir. had the back- 
ing of Mr. Ould Daddah's 
party and the moderate Union 
for Democracy and Progress. 
Witnesses described turnout 
in the capital as low. 


Mauritania, a country of 2.2 
million people, stands at the 
Atlantic fringe of the Sahara 
desert. 

Light-skinned Moors of 
Arab stock and blacks each 
make up a third of the popula- 
tion. Arabic-speaking ex- 
slaves or Harratin the remain- 
der. Mauritania formally 
banned slavery in 1980. 

International observers 
spoke of “imperfections" in 
the first round, in which the 
opposition had been hoping 
to make its mark ahead of a 
presidential election due by 
January 1998. 

Independents, many of 
them ruling party supporters 
denied the party ticket, con- 
tested nine seats on Friday 
and won at least one. 


GCC chief prepares for Doha summit 


DUBAI (R) — The head of 
the Gulf Cooperation 
Council (GCC) left for 
Doha on Saturday on a 
regional tour to prepare for 
a Gulf Arab summit that 
will be held amid border 
rows and political differ- 
ences within the alliance. 

GCC Secretary-General 
Jam eel Hujiian will also 
visit Oman, the United 
Arab Emirates (L'AE) and 
Kuwait officials in the 16- 
y ear-old Riyadh- based 
group told Reuters in Dubai 
by telephone. 

Although no date has 
been set. diplomats expect 
the summit to be held in 


Doha on Dec. 22-24. 

“Mr. Hujiian is preparing 
for the summit in Decem- 
ber and for a meeting of the 
GCC foreign ministers in 
Riyadh on Oct. 27.” he 
said. 

He visited Bahrain on 
Monday in an apparent 
attempt to convince the 
emirate's ruler to attend the 
summit, diplomats said. 

Bahrain and Qatar are 
locked in a territorial dis- 
pute over a cluster of barren 
reefs and islands which are 
potentially rich in oil and 
gas. They include Ha war 
Islands, which have been 
controlled by Bahrain since 


the ! 930s. 

Bahrain has threatened to 
boycott the summit to 
protest against Qatar's fail- 
ure to withdraw a case it 
has taken to the 
International Court of Jus- 
tice to settle the dispute. 

Qatar said it would only 
withdraw the case from the 
World Court in the Hague if 
Saudi Arabian mediation 
succeeded in settling the 
long-standing row. 

Qatar asked the court in 
1991 to settle the problem. 
The court decided in Janu- 
ary it had jurisdiction and is 
expected to produce a ver- 
dict by the end of this year. 


Bombs 

7, wound 26 


in Algeria 

■ 

PARIS (R> — Two bombs 
have killed seven 'people 
and wounded the 

Algerian region 
50 kilometres soqflpjf the 
capital Algiers, ra Algerian 
newspaper reported^ Sat- 
urday. 

One bomb, planted under 
a van in a shopping area in 
the garrison town of Blida. 
went off on Thursday, 

killing four people ami 
wounding 16 , Ubttte 
newspaper said. The blast 
also damaged several 
shops in the Bab Essebt 
trading district. 

A second bomb, planted 
under a railway line linking 
Blida and the neighbouring 
town of Boufarik, was det- 
onated by guerrillas on 
Wednesday, killing three 
people and wounding 10, 
Liberie said. 

The attacks were the lat- 
est in a series of bcrnibiags 
the Algerian authorities 
blame on guerrillas since 
early 1992. 

More than 1.400 civ ilians 
have been killed in the 
bombing campaign in the 
past two years, according 
to a report released last 
month by a government- 
appointed human rights 
watchdog, the National 
Observatory of Human 
Rights. 

An estimated 50,000 peo- 
ple have died in Algeria's 
violence between rebels 
and the government since 
January 1992 when tie 
authorities cancelled a gen- 
eral election in which radi- 
cal Islamists had taken a 
commanding lead. 



Egypt says no cultural ties with Israel until peace 


CAIRO ("R) — Egyptian 
Culture Minister Farouk 
Hosni said in an interview 
published .on Saturday that 
Egypt would nor. fprge cul- 
tural' ties with Isra'ef unless 

■ 

there is peace in the region. 

“Egypt is committed to 
peace as a strategic option 
but there is a right time for 
everything. As the person 
responsible for cultural 
aspects. T say that this is not 
the right time to normalise 
cultural ties (with Israel),” 
Mr. Hosni told the Arabic 


language daily A1 Hayat. talks with the Palestinians. 

"There is normalisation in Since his election in May. 
economic, touristic and Israeli Prime Minister 

tradeties, whisjm why the, _ .Benjamin Nelanvahu has. . Jevrishstale nor host ^ 
Israelis are .insisting., that .angered Arabs by. rub ng ^ut^ Vit L -. . r : J 

,u “"* -- — — — the return of occupied Arab oXuciais. ._ . 


town of Hebron. Mr. Hosni 
said be will follow his pres- 
ident's lead and not visit the 


there is normalisation in the 
field of culture.. .I’rhinRTfi is 
is the last* card we can play 
and the time hasn't come 
yet for us to give it up.” he 
added. 

Arab states warned at a 
June summit in Cairo they 
might reconsider normalis- 
ing ties with Israel unless it 
makes progress in peace 


Tands"arid riot implementing' 
pledges signed by the for- 
mer Labour government 
with the Palestinians. 

Egyptian President Hosni 
Mubarak said he would not 
meet Mr. Neranyahu unless 
Israel honoured an agree- 
ment to withdraw troops 
from most of the West Bank 


“3 have be e n invited ; to 

- 'Israel but I refused the invi- 
tation. Everybody knows 
that I do not invite Israelis 
and that I never have...This 
will not happen except in 
the framework of a com- 
plete peace in the Middle 
East.” he added. 


Amnesty appeals to Israeli doctors over torture of Pales tinians 


PARIS (AFP) — Human 
rights body Amnesty 
International has launched a 
campaign aimed at Israeli 
doctors, describing their role 
in supervising the torture of 
Palestinian prisoners as a 
“serious perversion of med- 
ical ethics.” 

In a statement Friday to 
AFP. Amnesty's medical 
committee said it was “very 
concerned” that medical 
supervision of interrogations 
carried out by officers of 


Israel’s Shin Bet national 
security services was becom- 
ing firmly established. 

Shin Bet interrogations 
take place within a medical 
and statutory framework 
which allows “moderate 
physical pressure" to a 
degree defined by secret Shin 
Bet directives. Amnesty said. 

According to the Amnesty 
statement, before undergoing 
torture prisoners are given a 
medical examination which 
determines their “ability to 


undergo” the punishment and 
“makes recommendations 
concerning treatment.” 

It added that doctors enter 
the torture rooms themselves 
to administer treatment fol- 
lowing punishments. 

The statement said that 
“the medical guarantee given 
to this bad treatment appears 
to be a serious perversion of 
medical ethics, (which entail 
an) obligation to care for 
people's health, even prison- 
ers". 


Doctors cannot be unaware 
that what is going on is tor- 
ture. or that their presence 
before, during and after 
interrogations gives them a 
responsibility." the statement 
said. 

It added that the 
International Committee of 
the Red Cross declared in 
1992 that the “moderate 
pressure” inflicted by Israeli 
security service officers was 
in violation of the Geneva 
Convention. 



i PROGRAMME TWO 

14:05 Revels American Tails 

14:30 — You Bet Your Life 

15:00 French Programmes 

16:00 Woridnet 

16:30 ..The Famous Five (Drama) 

17:00 ............... News Flash 

17:02 Doc. — Our World Their 
World 

17:15 Search and Rescue 

18:00 French Programme 

! 19:30 News Headlines 

19:35 Fresh Prince of Bel-Air 

20:01 Auto-Classics 

2Xh30 Album Show 

21:10 Blacke's Magic 

2(k00 News in English 

22:30 Madson 

23:15 — -...Miami Vice 

23:59 -Yes, Minister 
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PRAYER TIMES 


04:20- 


0537 


11:21 


1433 

— ‘Asr 

17:04 

-Mfiohwh 

20:21 



CHURCHES 

Mnrv of Nazareth Church 
eifieh. Tel. $10740 
semhlies of God Church TeL 


De la Salle Church Tel. 661757. 
Terra Sancta Church TeL 622366 
Anglican Church TeL 652826. 
Armenian Catholic Church Tel. 
771331. 

Armenian Orthodox Church 
TeL 775261. 

St. Ephraim Qiurch TeL 771751. 
Amman Internationa] Church 

Tel. S27126 

Evangelical Lutheran Church 
TeL 824328. 

German-speaking Evangelical 
Congregation TeL S45457 
The Latter-Day Saints TeL 
654932. 

Church of Nazarene TeL 
675691. 

The Evangelical Local Church 

in Amman TeL 81 1295 

English-speaking 

Latin Catholics Parish Tel. 

614190. 

WEATHER 

Bulletin supplied by the Depart- 
ment of Meteorology. 
Temperatures are expected to be 
slightly above average with winds 
southeasterly moderate to active. 
In Aqaba, it will be relatively hot 
and occasionally dusty, winds 
northerly moderate to active and 


Jordan Valley 


1 2/3 1 

22/35 


.seas cal4g£« 


Joseph Qiurch Tel. 624590 
nrch of the Annonicatioa 

.637440. 


MinTMax. temp. 

Amman. 14/29 

Aqaba 22/36 


Yesterday's high temperatures: 
Amman 30, Aqaba36 Humidity 
readings: Amman 22 per cent, 
Aqaba 26 per cent. 

USEFUL 

TELEPHONE 

NUMBERS 

NIGHT DUTY 
AMMAN: 

Dr. LssamAlAstnar — -.890504 

Dr. Nidal A1 As’ad 751672 

Dr. Khaldoun Klotib 8S6715 

Dr. Qsamah A1 Husstini 847285 

Firas pharmacy 66L912 

Ferdows pharmacy 778336 

Ai Aserra pharmacy 637055 

Nairoukh pharmacy -623672 

Al Salam pharmacy .636730 

Yacoub pharmacy 644945 

Shmeisani pharmacy — .637660 

Najib pharmacy’ 847632 

IRB1D: 

Dr. Ghazi Ta’amneh 250080 

Al Quds pharmacy r— ) 

ZARQA: 

Dr. Hafez Salfiti 914144 

Khalifeh pharmacy 985417 

EMERGENCIES 

Fried Control Centre 637 1 1 1 

GvflOrfenceDepunmait 661111 

Civil Defence Immediate Rescue 
- 630341 


Civil Defence Emegency. 199 

Rescue FriGce, 192,621111.637777 

Fire Brigade... ..... 6 17101 

Blood Bank. 775121 

Highway Police 843402 

Traffic Police - 896390 

Public Security Dept 630321 

Hotel Complaints.. ...... 605800 

Price Complaints 661176 

Water & Sewerage Cbnptrina _897467 
Amman Municipality Complaints 

787111 

Telephone Information t directory 

assistance) -121 

Overseas Calls 010230 

Central Amman Telephone 

Repairs 623101 

Abdali Tel. Repairs «... 661 101 

Jordan Television .773 1 1 1 

Radio Jordan 77411 1 

Water Authority 680100 

J. Electricity Authority .....815615 

Electric Power Co 636381 

RJ Flight Information ..08-53200 
Queen Alia Inti. Airport 08-53200 

HOSPITALS 

AMMAN: 

Hussein Medical Centre 813813/32 

Khafidi Maternity.......... 644281/6 

Akileh Maternity. .642441/2 

Jabal Amman Maternity ...642362 

Malta*. J. Amman 636140 

Palestine. Shmeisani 607071 

Shmeisani Hospital 660131 

University Hospital 

845845 

Al-Muasher Hospital ....667227/9 
The Islamic, Abdali 666 1 26/37 


7 

.. .* v : x. tt TS 
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Al-Ahii. Abdali 664164/6 

Italian, A l-Muhajreen ....777101/3 

AJ-Bashtr.- - 7751 1 1/26 

Army, Marka 89161 1/15 

Queen Alia Hospital ...602240/50 

Amai Hospital 674155 

The Arab Centre for Heart and 

Special Suigeiy —.865199 

ZARQA: 

Zarqa Govl Hospital 

(09 >983323 

Zarqa National Hospital 

(09)900560 

Ibn Sina HospitaL.... (09)986732 
Al Hikma Modem Hospital 

(09)990990 

TRBID: 

Princess Basina Hospital 

(02)275555 

Greek Catholic Hospital 

(02)272275 

Ibn Al Nafees Hospital 

<02)247100 

AQABA: 

Princess Haya Hospital 

(03)314111 

■ ■ 

FORTHETRAVEU.ER 

QUEEN ALIA 
INTERNATIONAL 
AIRPORT 

This uifarmation is supplied by 
Royal Jordanian ( RJ\ information 
Jt'ihtHirteitl at the Queen Alia 
liucnuirional Airport TeL 
f08)5S20Q-5. where it should 
always be verified. Information on 
other flights can be supplied on 


ETF 3 n v \ 1 X . — - ■ - \ 

. Mr 4k * 

„ „ %V 

41 c m?- 

vs 

phone OS (52700) 

ARRIVALS 

Royal Jordanian (RJ) Flights 

08:55 Lamaca (RJ) 

09:05 Dhahran, Riyadh iRJ) 

09:10 Dubai. Abu Dubai (RJ) 

09:20 Beirut (RJ) 

09:50 Doha, Bahrain (RJ) 

10:00 — Jeddah. Aqaba ( RJ) 

15:05 New York (RJ) 

17:50 .London (RJ ) 

18:15 Athens (RJ» 

18:20 Paris. Amsterdam (RJ) 

18-30 .Madrid. Geneva (RJ) 

19:25 Rome(RJ) 

19:30 - - .Tunis 

(RJ) 

19:40 I Ml Ml 1 1 II III! ■■■■■•■■■ Vienna (RJ) 

20:30 -...Frankfurt (RJ) 

23:45 -Aqaba (add) (RJ) 

00:10 - Cairo (RJ) 

Other Flights 

04:45 Tel Aviv (LY > 

11:30 -Doha (Q7) 

12:40 .—.-.....Bahrain (GF) 

13:30 Moscow (SU) 

15:30 Dubai (EK) 

19:35 Cairo (MS) 

20:10 Beirut (ME) 

21:15 London. Beirut (BA) 

22:20 Isianbul (TK) 

22:30 Athens (OA) 

23:20 ...Amsterdam, Beirut (KL) 
01:30 Belgrade (GU) 

Royal Wings (RW) Flights 
09:50 Aqaba (RW) 


19:45 .Tel Aviv (RW) 


DEPARTURES 

Royal Jordanian (RJ) Flights 

05:35 Beirut (RJ) 

08:30 Aqaba. Frankfurt (RJ) 

DriJO Vienna (RJ) 

U:00 .Tunis (RJ) 

11:15 Rome (RJ) 

11:30 Amscnfam. New York (RJ; 

13:20 Athens (RJ) 

12:25 London (RJ) 

20:10 Cairo (RJ) 

20:20 New Delhi (RJ) 

20:20 Jeddah (RJ) 

20:20 New Delhi (RJ) 

20:45 Damascus (RJ i 

21 ; 00 Aqaba laddMRJ) 

21:20 Abu Dhabi. Dubai (RJ) 

21:45 Singapore, Jakarta (RJ) 

22:30 Bangkok (RJ) 

22:45 Sanaa (RJ) 

Other Flights 

03:40 London (KJ) 

06:30 Tel Aviv (LY) 

Beirut (ME) 

- LondgniBA) 

12*30 Lsumbul, Athens (Q7j 

-Doha (GF) 

Moscow (SU) 
Ifc30 Dubai (EK) 

■jQuj Cairo (MS) 

-3:*0 .. — .......Riyadh (add) (SV) 

01 ^ Amsterdam (KL) 

-Belgrade (GU) 

U3I\JU jQAj 


05:00 Istanbul(TK) 

05:45 Beirut, London tBA) 

HIJAZ RAIL WAY TRAIN 

■ 

Cfcp. Amman — &O0 am eveiy Monday 
Ait Damasois — 5flOpan.evayMobdaff ' 
Dep Damascus _7J0amevtiy Suocty , 
An Amman 5:00 pm e\icry Sunday 

market PRirnas 

Upper/lcnver price in fils per kg. ; 

Apple 700/500 

Banana .500/500 

Banana (mukhammar) ..420/420 

Banana (imported) _J84MS2& 

Cabbage 13Cy80 

Ca™ 280/150 

Cauliflower. .340/220 

Cucumber (laige) 180/100: 

Cucumber (small) ..._„34<V260 

EggplanL J25W140 

Gariic ..... -700/450 

Gra P“ ZZZjaonso 

Guava 600/400 

Lemon 360/200 

Marrow (tuge, .T 240/206 

Marrow (small) -.-380/250 

Muiukhiah .220010 

Onion (green) .300/180 

Onion (dry) ..J4O/80 

Okra 031558 

Olive QKU450 

esr . — , . — ^ lul ._ .650550 • 

Pepper (hot) 340/200: 

Pepper (sweet) ........._360Wi 

Pomegranate 350/2085 

Porato 

^ nach 330/200' 

String Bean 

Tomato 240160 
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a9S2&X OFFE rs MEDICAL .AID TO PALESTINIAN NATIONAL 
au i HUKI I Y: Palestinian Ambassador to Jordan Omar Khatib received Sat- 
nrday from the Ministry of Health Secretary General Hashem Jaddoua a ship- 
ment of 20 tonnes of medical aid to Palestinians. Mr. Khatib said that the ship- 
meiit was the second of its kind (Petra photo) 


Doctors, ministry come to understanding, 
avert strike; allowances to increase 


AMMAN IJ.T.) — The 
Ministry of Health and the 
Jordanian Medical Associa- 
tion (JMA) Saturday con- 
cluded an agreement 
regarding additional 
allowances on various med- 
ical professional’s salaries. 
These include physicians, 
dentists, nurses, midwives, 
pharmacists and veterinari- 
ans employed by the public 
sector. 

The agreement came in 
the form of a memorandum 
of understanding signed by 
Health Minister Aref 
Bataineh and the JMA 
board, thus averting a pro- 
jected sit-in and subsequent 
open strike in support of 
demands for higher salaries 
and better working condi- 


tions. 

A statement Following the 
meeting between the 'two 
sides and attended by Min- 
ister of Administrative 
Development Karrs al Nass- 
er said the memorandum 
provides for raising the 
overtime allowance granted 
to physicians and dentists 
from 30 to 60 per cent on 
the basic salary as a first 
measure to be followed by 
other steps. 

The memorandum also 
called for increases in nurs- 
es', midwives’, pharma- 
cists’, and veterinarians' 
overtime allowances. 

The memorandum of 
understanding also pro- 
vides for the amendment of 
the unified allowances sys- 


tem and that of the Civil 
Service Commission as 
soon as possible to include 
the agreed on allowances. 

Speaking at the meeting 
Dr. Bataineh stressed that 
the government appreciates 
the efforts of the medical 
staff in public hospitals and 
health centres and under- 
stands their requests and 
demands. 

At the same time, he said, 
this sector fully empathises 
with economic conditions 
in Jordan and has cooperat- 
ed with the government to 
bring the dispute to an end, 
adding that the agreement 
concluded Saturday will be 
submitted to the Council of 
Ministers very soon for 
approval. 


f » 
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Concert by Trio Thierry Robin at 
IDairat Ai Ftroan, Jabal Wetbdeh at 7:00 


CONCERT 




: EXHIBITIONS 

Exhibition of children’s books at Haya 
[Centre, until Oct. 29. 

•'Works by Syrian artist Abdul Latif 
Smooch at Baladna Art Gallery', Gar- 
dens Si. (TeL 687598), until Oct. 30. 

\* Exhibition entitled “Jerusalem Domes, 
Doors and Windows” comprising pho- 
Juba Reinholt and paintings by 
Rfham Ghassib at the Gallery, 
Inter. Continen tal Hotel, until Oct. 31. 


■ Abstract (plastic) art exhibition by 
Nabil Shehadeh at Darat AI Fnnun, 
Jabal Weibdeh. Also displaying works of 
contemporary Arab artists, until Nov. 
13. 

• Exhibition by Agence France Presse 
(AFP) photos on “Grapes of Wrath” 
operations in Lebanon at Abdul 
Hameed Shontan Foundation, Jabal 
Amman, until Oct 20. 

• “Wadi AI Faynan Art Exhibition” — 
works of several artists inspired by 
Wadi Faynan at Baflka Art Gallery. 
Fuhets, until Oct 31. 

• Works by Ghassan Aim Leban at Insti- 
tute Cervantes, Jabal Amman, until Oct 
23. 

• Works by Gbada Dahdaleh at the 
French Cultural Centre, until Oct 29. 


killed in 
road 

collision 


AMMAN (J.T.) — Four 

police officers were killed 
Friday in Ashqof near the 
Jordan ian-Iraqi border. 

Civil Defence Depart- 
ment (CDD) and police 
reports stated. 

The 2:00 p.m. accident 
involved a trailer and mil- 
itary jeep carrying the 
four officers and heading 
toward the village of 
Safawi. a police official 
said. 

The official said the 
front tyre of the military 
vehicle blew up, causing 
the driver to lose control 
of his vehicle and collide 
head-on with an oncom- 
ing trailer, which the offi- 
cial said was speeding. 

'The impact caused the 
instant death of all four 
men,” the official told the 
Jordan Times. 

The deceased were 
identified as Second Lieu- 
tenant Othman Asmar, 26, 
Corporals Atef Mifleh 
Rakad, 31. Noureddin 
Bader, 19. and Farhan 
Elian Rakad. 23. 

“The men had just fin- 
ished their duty and were 
heading home for a short 
vacation with their fami- 
lies,” the official said. 

The driver of the trailer. 
Sa'eid Hamid. 29.. an Iraqi 
national, escaped the col- 
lision with no injuries. 

In February 1995, five 
police officers riding a 
military bus heading to 
their jobs from Irbid to 
Mafraq were killed at the 
Irbid-Mafraq road near 
Muthalath A I Wakir after 
being hit by a trailer car- 
rying cement 

Last year 469 people 
were killed on the King- 
dom's roads in 28,970 
reported road accidents, 
which resulted in more 
than 13,000 injuries. 


Losses amount to JD1.5 

million in factory fire 


By Rana Husseini 

Special to the Jordan Times 

SAHAB — The owner of 
an East Amman textile fac- 
tory, gulled by fire Friday 
night said his losses 
amounted to JD1.5 million 
and that the origin of the 
Fire was still unknown. 

The fire, which broke out 
at 8:00 p.m. Friday, 
engulfed the 4,450 square 
metre East River 
International Manufactur- 
ers factory located at the 
Sahab Industrial City. 

Officials at the scene said 
it was too early to speculate 
the cause of the fire, adding 
that an investigation com- 
mittee has been formed. 

Bui one witness who was 


present when the fire broke 
out Friday, said he saw 
sparks flashing from the top 
of the factory. 

“1 saw some sparks and 
lights and minutes later the 
entire factor)' was on fire." 
the witness said. 

More than 130 Civil 
Defence Department 

(CDD) fire-fighters and 40 
fire engines were called to 
help extinguish the blaze in 
four hours. No casualties 
were reported, CDD offi- 
cials said. 

CDD fire-fighters alter- 
nated shifts and were able 
to bring the fire under con- 
trol and prevent it from 
spreading into neighbour- 
ing buildings Saturday 
evening. 


“The factor\ ; contained 
fast burning material which 
included polyester and 
other fabric," a CDD offi- 
cial told the Jordan Times. 

He added that an attic in 
the factory collapsed 
because of the heat, and fell 
on burning clothes and 

polyester which quickly 

turned to embers. 

“The attic hindered our 
operation, and that is why 
we stayed the entire night 
attempting to extinguish 
the still burning embers, 
trapped under the collapsed 
attic,” he added. 

According to the factory 
owner. Nassim Ramon ieh. 
the factory which manufac- 
tured rugs, quilts and bed 
sheet, was insured for up to 


JD9 13.000. 

"We have never had an 
accident* or incident.* in the 
past and i do noi believe 
that the fire was set inten- 
tionally." Mr. Ranumieh 
told the Jordan Times. 

The factory employs MO 
workers and MO per cent of 

its products are exported to 
the U.S.. Panama and 
Yemen. 

Prime Minister Ahdul 
Karim Kabariit along \\ ith 
the minister of Public 
Works and Housing Abdul 
Hadi Nlajali and Minister of 
Water and Irricjiion Samir 
Kawar supervised the fire- 
fighting operations. 


Upgrade of ministry data system announced 


AMMAN (Petra) — The Royal Scientific Society (RSS) 
Saturday concluded an agreement with the Ministry of 
Finance regarding the development and upgrade of a data- 
base system. 

This system is slated to collate matters connected with 
beneficiaries of a direct government subsidy on wheat and 
animal feed. 

The agreement, signed by RSS President Hani Mulki and 
Ministry of Finance Secretary General Suleiman Hafez, 
provides for the RSS to conduct detailed studies related to 
the planned database in addition to preparing programmes 
for feeding and retrieving information and training com- 
puter operators on procedures concerning the distribution 
of the subsidy and the number of beneficiaries. 

In remarks following the signing. Dr. Mulki said that the 
agreement constitutes an essential step towards the possible 
creation of a social security and statistical system in Jordan. 


adding that the RSS earlier established database s\ stem* 

w __ ■ 

for the Social Security Corpor n. the Income Tax 
Department, and the Civil S' * id Passport Depart- 
ments. 

He said that the database will enable the government to 
acquire information about all Lhe country's beneficiaries 
and will facilitate people entitled to subsidy io receive- it . 

Direct cash subsidy for bread and animal feed was 
offered to citizens as of Sept. I this year, replacing the indi- 
rect government subsidy for the two commodities in a bid 
to curtail excessive consumption and smuggling, according 
to government statements in August. 

Mr. Hafez said that the ministry, which is undertaking the 
cash subsidy distribution will benefit from the database in 
six months. This time, the RSS stated, is necessary to 
develop the network. 


Ratification of death sentence approved 


By Rana Husseini 

Special to the Jordan Times 

AMMAN — The Court of 
Cassation last week ratified 
a ruling by the Amman 
Criminal Court to execute a 
29-year-old for the murder 
of a man in Salt in August 
1995. according to judicial 
sources. 

Kayed Ahmad was sen- 
tenced to death on July 25 
by the Criminal Court after 
he was found guilty of rob- 
bing, killing and mutilating 
Mahmoud Ensour, 32, in 
his house in Salt on Aug. 
14. 

According to the prosecu- 
tion, Mr. Ahmad claimed to 
have been helping Mr. 
Ensour obtain a taxi licence 
but actually defrauded him 
for JD700. In his confes- 
sion to police, the convict 
said he “had to kill him 
because the victim kept 
asking for his money.'* 


On the morning of 
Aug. 14, Mr. Ahmad asked 
Mr. Ensour to meet him at 
his house to finish the nec- 
essary papers. He. then 
jumped at Mr. Ensour. 
strangled him with a rope, 
stole JD2.000 and some 
documents, the charge 
sheet said. 

It added tbaf the convict 
then borrowed a saw from 
his neighbour, cut the 
man's body into pieces, 
placed it in boxes and dis- 
tributed it in several areas 
in Salt. 

In his court confession in 
April, Ahmad said that he 
“did not intend to kill him, 
but rather to stop a quarrel.” 

“I was frightened since he 
died in my bouse, so the 
only solution was to cut 
him up into pieces,” Ahmad 
told the court at the time. 

According to the judicial 
source, the case will be 
transferred to the Chief 


Attorney General, then the 

Ministry of Justice, the 
* 

Prime Minister and finally 
His Majesty' King Hussein 
for endorsement of the ver- 
dicts. 

Seven people have been 
pur to death so far this year. 

Meanwhile, pathologist 
Abdul Karim Qassem. who 
examined the body of a 
physician found murdered 
at her apartment in Tlaa’ AI 
Ali, Thursday and testified 
that the woman was. 
indeed, strangled. 

The victim, Iman Yassin, 
26, was found murdered in 
her apartment. A 24-year- 
old man, Abdul Fatah 
Mustafa, who was working 
in building maintenance 
and as a guard, is the chief 
suspect in the woman’s 
death. 

According to the prosecu- 
tion charge sheet, on the 
night of Aug. 1 1 . the defen- 
dant consumed alcohol. 


broke into Dr. Yassin's 
apartment and attempted to 
rape her. 

A struggle ensued in 
which the woman's head 
struck a radiator, supposed- 
ly the' cause’ 'of her instant 
demise, according to ' the 
prosecution charge sheet. 

But Dfr-Qassem. testify- 
ing for the prosecution 
-explained ro the court that 
the main cause of death was 
strangulation. 

“{The strangulation was] 
additional to the blow the 
victim received to her head, 
but [it was the] real cause of 
death - pressure by two 
hands on her neck." the 
forensic expert told the 
court. 

Presiding Judge Abdul 
Ruhman Tawfiq postponed 
the case for Oct. 24 to start 
hearing the defence wit- 
nesses in the case. 


Pharmaceutical firms debate urgency of signing patent accord 


By Maria Bizri 

Special to the Jordan Times 

AMMAN — As the date for Jordan's entry into the World 
Trade Organisation (WTO) nears, the Kingdom’s third 
largest exporting industry, the pharmaceuticals industry, is 
pleading for more time against insistence by its multina- 
tional counterparts that die country eminently comply 
with lhe Trade Related Intellectual Property Rights Agree- 
ment (TRIPS). 

The local industry says it must be given time to adjust to 
the WTO regulations or suffer complete collapse. But 
international pharmaceutical firms, especially the Phar- 
maceutical Research and Manufacturers of America 
(PhARMA), say Jordan does not provide meaningful 
patent protection for pharmaceuticals, and thus inhibits 
the development of its drug industry' which will “remain 

characterised by imitation.” 

In an interview with the Jordan Times. PhARMA Vice 
President Thomas Bombelles said economic systems all 
over the world are being restructured to integrate with the 
new global economy. These reforms, he said, include not 
only tax systems, and investment laws, but also measures 
which would allow countries ro compete in an open mar- 
ket ruled by patent and copyright laws. 

Mr. Bombelles argued that implementation of such laws 
would create an atmosphere conducive to intemanonal 
competitiveness, ultimately stimulating local 
markets/industries to raise their standards and generate 

wealth in their societies. 

Jordan and Egypt, he said, have the medical and techni- 
cal expertise that would permit them to further develop in 
the field of pharmaceuticals. Yet, he says, they need to 
improve their research and development (R&D) skills in 
order for their pharmaceutical industries to grow. Such 
growth, he added, needs to be nurtured with the proper 

I&WS 

Jordanian pharmaceutical manufacturers, on the other 
hani believe that Jordanian negotiators need to aim at 
obtaining short and long-term benefits for the local indus- 
try especially since, according to the Central Bank of Jor- 
dai TaLounts for 10 per cent of the Kingdom s annual 

tal Ghoul, head of die General Agreement on Tar- 
iffs and Trade (GATT) negotiations bureau at the Ministry 


of Industry' and Trade, in an interview with the Jordan 
Times, said that the ministry is forming committees with 
representatives from the private sector to negotiate the 
best deals possible. Ms. Ghoul said that the private sector 
is becoming more involved in the dialogue, and that the 
“government is working hand in hand with the private 
sector.” 

The GATT, she added, allows an initial five-year grace 
period for developing countries before its implementation, 
a period that may be extended by another five years or 
more for those who do not have patent laws. 

“We have to secure our interests,” by taking advantage 
of the concessions “that international regulations give us,” 
Ms. Ghoul said. 

Muhammad Sabbagh, a pharmacist and general manag- 
er of Sabbagh Drugstore, insisted that the application of 
patent laws is complicated and that the interests of all par- 
ties involved should be considered. 

Mr. Sabbagh said he recognised the legitimacy of the 
multi-national firms' concern and pointed to what he saw 
as the benefits they would bring to the local market 
through the upgrading of standards and the sponsoring of 
training programmes 

Responding to the question of price-hikes when TRIPS 
is implemented. Mr. Bombelles said the application of 
patent laws will not lead to an increase in the prices of 
medicine in the local market because first, multinational 
firms have no incentive in pricing their products or prod- 
ucts that are produced under licence above the level of 
affordability of the local population. And second, the Min- 
istry of Health controls the pricing process. 

“It is very important to understand," Mr. Bombelles con- 
tinued, “that when talking about patents we are only talk- 
ing about new medicines, and that the number of new 
medicines that are produced worldwide every year does 
not exceed 25-30, with a patent life of 10 years. Thus, it 
means that only those would be protected compared to an 
almost equal number of medicines whose patent life 
expires at the same time.” 

“As a result, pharmaceutical companies could easily, 
without infringing on any patent laws, produce medicines 
that are no longer patented, which equalises the net effect 
on prices to zero or almost zero.” 

Director of the Drug Control Department at the Ministry 
of Health Mavsa’a Saket said it is true that the ministry 


controls the pricing of medicine, but the local market will 
most definitely be affected when TRIPS is implemented. 

According to Ms. Saket. the multinationals will not have 
sufficient incentive to invest in Jordan unless the ministry 
itself enforces a higher pricing scale on drugs. 

Mr. Sabbagh, also, stressed that the interest of the local 
consumer should be considered, “Jordanians,'' he said, 
“need medicines at affordable prices. And that means that 
change towards patent production must be carefully stud- 
ied and gradual.” 

Jordanian policy makers. Mr. Sabbagh added, need not 
submit to the pressure of the multinationals. Rather, they 
should work with the local industries to ensure the inter- 
ests of the Jordanian consumer. 

According to Mr. Bombelles, “the reality of the industry 
is such that the financing of R&D only comes from pri- 
vate companies which take the returns from today’s med- 
icine to sponsor tomorrow s.” 

If patents are infringed upon, these companies would 
simply not be able to function, he said. 

The economics of piracy, Mr. Bombelles claimed, would 
harm not only innovator companies that register the prod- 
uct but also the pirating companies themselves — “the 
free riders.” — who eventually undersell themselves in 
the market. 

Pharmaceutical companies, which follow such practices, 
he added, are afraid that a change in the status quo would 
reduce their profit, a situation that PhARMA is trying to 
ease by offering co-marketing strategies, licensing and 
joint ventures. 

“Furthermore, when international companies enter the 
market, they can help the Jocal industry improve its tech- 
nical capacity as well as sponsor its R&D, a matter that in 
the long-run would benefit the industry much more than 
piracy,” Mr. Bombelles said. 

Accordingly, Mr. Sabbagh noted that the local industries 
will have to suffer in the beginning, and that the only way 
to reduce the side effects of patent protection of the latter 
would be to “not only negotiate a reasonable grace period 
but also negotiate ways of getting R&D support from the 
multinationals.” 

Agreeing with Mr. Sabbagh, Ms. Saket, insisted Jordan 
will negotiate the grace period necessary to ensure its best 
interest as well as cooperation with multinationals in 
terms of R&D assistance, training programmes, and tech- 


nical expertise, which would help raise the standards of 
the local industries. 

Commenting on the entiy inro the U.S. market by AI 
Hikma, one of rhe largest pharmaceutical companies in 
the Kingdom, Mr. Bombelles said that the product sold by 
Al Hikma was approved because of its quality. But, he 
said, this development means that “reciprocity and fair- 
ness” are issues that need to be considered.’ In other 
words, “since Jordanian pharmaceuticals are allowed to 
sell in the U.S.. the industry should respect international 
regulations rather than take advantage of them.” he said. 

Staling that international pharmaceutical companies are 
not unreasonable. Mr. Bombelles said, they are ready to 
negotiate a reasonable grace period. "However.”' he 
added, “the only way Jordan can move forward is by 
recognising that certain policy changes are needed." 

Said Danvazeh, a senior executive at Al Hikma Pharma- 
ceuticals, said that implementing TRIPS in Jordan at its 
present state of development could be “extremely damae- 
ing.” 

He stressed that Jordan is already moving towards un 
open-market economy, and unlike other countries in the 
region which are adopting a protectionist approach, the 
Kingdom is opening up its markets to competition. 

In the long-run. said Mr. Darwazeh. Jordan will benefit 
from patent laws. “However.” he continued, “the social 
and political environment is not yet right to implement 
TRIPS. _ Patent laws and copyrights, if implemented 

today, will make local industries as well as consumers suf- 
fer.” 

Mr. Darwazeh stressed that patent laws are “bitter med- 
icine that we have to swallow". Yet, while doing so. the 
local industries, the policy-makers and the eovemment 
must secure their rights within the WTO. 

The government, he said, has to work with the private 
sector for the best interest of the people. The best interest 

of the Jordanian population does not lie in implementing 
TRIPS today, he stressed. 

”We have started a lobby group." said Mr. Darwazeh. 
"one which will help study 'the articles of GATT as well as 
TRIPS, in order to reduce the shock of the implementation 
of these agreements in the short-run." 

"Jordan is moving in the right direction." he said, but 

“too much pressure from the multinationals" will have 
negative effects. 
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Northern Ireland Protestant 
parade staged peacefully 


LONDONDERRY, Nor- 
thern Ireland (R) — A 
Protestant parade which had 
raised Northern Ireland ten- 
sion went off almost with- 
out incident Saturday. 

Angry Catholic demon- 
strators protesd ng at what 
they called triumphalism 
booed and jeered and a few 
bottles were thrown as 200 
members of the Protestant 
Apprentice Boys Order 
marched around London- 
derry's city walls. 

But fears of fresh violence 
erupting in a highly-charged 
climate after the bombing of 
Britain's Northern Ireland 
army base by Catholic- 
backed IRA guerrillas al- 
most two weeks ago proved 
unfounded. 

Two leaders of the Bog- 
side Residents Association, 
a staunchly Catholic. Irish 
nationalist suburb, were 
manhandled from the walls 
by police when they refused 
to stand aside and let the 
200 marchers and their pipe 
band pass. 


About 200 of their sup- 
porters blocked by police 
from mounting the walls 
shouted slogans denouncing 
Protestant “racism" and 
hurled abuse at police when 
Donncha McNiallais and 
Michael Lambert were 
removed, witnesses said. 

As soon as they were bus- 
tled down steps from the 
walls, the Apprentice Boys, 
a Protestant order which 
traces its roots to centuries- 
old Protestant-Catholic 
wars, marched past in trade- 
mark bowler hats and 
regalia to the beat of a 
drum. 

The march, postponed in 
August after communal vio- 
lence swept Northern 
Ireland in the wake of 
Protestant Orange Order 
parades, was over in less 
than 15 minutes. 

The Apprentice Boys 
leader. Alastair Simpson, 
told reporters they had gone 
ahead with the march 
because of the postpone- 
ment of the original parade 


and had limited numbers to 
avoid offending Bogside 
residents who live close to 
the walls. 

“We have proved to the 
people of the city that this 
was not a triumphalist 
march. We were not out to 
harm anyone or cause 
offence, we were only here 
to stand for our civil and 
religious Liberties." he said. 

But Mr. MacNiallais ac- 
cused police of trying to 
dictate the location and 
scope of the Bogside pro- 
test. 

“We are Irish nationalists 
and we have a right to make 
our feelings known. This 
was a triumphalist and of- 
fensive march," he told re- 
porters after the parade was 
over. 

The path to the holding of 
the march, which was only 
given the police go-ahead 
one hour before it was due 
to start, was smoothed by 
John Hume, the area's 
member of parliament and 
head of the Irish nationalist 


Social Democratic and 
Labour Party. 

He said in a statement 
Friday night that the march 
should be allowed, to let 
representatives of the 60 per 
cent Protestant majority 
observe their civil liberties. 

The leader of the pro- 
vince's main pro-British 
Protestant Party, David 
Trimble, welcomed Mr. 
Hume's intervention and 
said the peaceful march was 
a “sign that things are 

returning to normal.” 

Northern Ireland has been 
on edge since the Irish Re- 
publican Army, which is 
fighting British rule of Nor- 
thern Ireland, ended a 17- 
month truce in February and 
bombed targets in Britain. 

The guerrillas killed one 
soldier and injured 20 in the 
army base bomb, the first in 
Northern Ireland since the 
ceasefire, raising fears of 
revenge by their pro-British 
loyalist foes. But they have 
so far stuck to a two-year 
truce. 


North Korea accuses South, U.S. 
of stepping up war preparation 


SEOUL (AFP) — North 
Korea Saturday accused 
South Korea of stepping up 
preparations for war. citing 
the South's replacement of 
its defence minister and an 
annual river-crossing mili- 
tary exercise. 

It also criticised Washing- 
ton over a recent visit to 
South Korea by U.S. Assis- 
tant Secretary of State 
Winston Lord, accusing the 
United States of aggravat- 
ing already heightened ten- 
sion on the Korean peninsu- 
la. 

Pyongyang's official Ko- 
rea Central News Agency 
(KCNA) said the South’s 
military reshuffle came at a 
title when" the' “civilian- 
veiled warmaniacs” were 
"making a fuss'" over last 
month's incursion by a 
North Korean submarine. 

"This reveals their inten- 
tion to step up war prepara- 
tions against the North,” the 


KCNA said. 

The two Koreas have been 
locked in a war of words 
since the submarine was 
found beached in the South. 
In an ensuing manhunt, 22 
of the 26 aboard the subma- 
rine have been killed or 
found dead, one captured 
and three are assumed to be 
still at large. 

President Kim Young- 
Sam named chairman of the 
Joint Chiefs of Staff Kim 
Dong-Jin to replace the out- 
going Lee Yang-Ho as de- 
fence minister and replaced 
other top brass Thursday. 

The Seoul government 
said the reshuffle was aim ed 
at improving defence pre- 
paredness and bolstering 
military' discipline and 
morale. 

In a separate dispatch, 
KCNA denounced the 
South for a joint river-cross- 
ing drill Thursday, involv- 
ing an engineer battalion of 


the U.S. army in Seoul. 

Helicopters of various 
types and equipment for 
crossing were mobilised in 
the drill. 

“Such ceaseless moves 
reveal that the bellicose ele- 
ments are hysterically mak- 
ing preparations for war 
against the northern half of 
the country," the agency 
said. 

In a third dispatch, KCNA 
charged that the United 
States was aggravating the 
situation on die peninsula 
over the submarine incident 
and deploying many more 
lethal weapons in South 
Korea and the Far EasL 

“The United- States must 
be mindful that our people 
and people's- army will ne- 
ver pardon any act of en- 
croaching upon their sover- 
eignty but mete out a thou- 
sandfold punishment," it 
said. 


U.S. documents show more 
disappeared in Honduras 


BUENOS AIRES (R) — 
U.S. documents show more 
people than previously 
thought may have “disap- 
peared" at the hands of 
Honduran death squads 
who were helped by Ame- 
rican and Argentine agents, 
the Honduran ombudsman 
said Friday. 

Ombudsman Leo Vallada- 
res said 2.600 pages of de- 
classified files he received 
from the U.S. State Depart- 
ment showed more than the 
184 documented cases of 
suspected leftists who dis- 
appeared in the 19S0s and 
were believed killed by the 
army death squads. 

“We found ‘disappear- 
ances' that we didn't know 
about before," he told Reu- 
ters. “Just a few cases so far. 
but we continue screening 
the documents.” 

Mr. Valladares was now 
seeking access to Argentine 
files in a bid to prove his 
theory that Argentine mili- 
tary officers had an active 
and illegal role in the last 
decade in Honduras — pos- 
sibly training the militaty in 
torture and kidnapping tac- 
tics and performing such 
acts themselves. 

‘The military (in Hon- 
duras) deny any part (in 


human rights abuses') and 
are not providing any infor- 
mation." he added. 

According to witnesses, 
Argentine soldiers did the 
“dirty work” for U.S. Cen- 
tral Intelligence Agency 
(CIA) agents in Honduras, 
he said. ‘They (the CIA 
agents) did not want to do 
things prohibited by their 
country's laws, so they used 
the Argentine military ins- 
tead," Mr. Valladares said. 

‘Training included coun- 
terinsurgency manoeuvres 
and ... many actions which 
violated human rights, such 
as torture and the forced 
disappearance of people," 
he said. 

But despite the 2,600 
pages of documents, Wa- 
shington has failed to pro- 
vide him with more sensi- 
tive material. 

The New York Tunes said 
in an editorial last week: 
“The Clinton administration 
has nio out of reasonable 
excuses for its delay in 
assisting Valladares. 

“So far only the State 
Department has turned over 
documents. The Defence 
Intelligence Agency and the 
CIA, which was more 
directly involved, are still 
reviewing their files. The 


CIA should also expedite its 
internal investigation, pun- 
ish those who covered up 
crimes and release as com- 
plete a version as possible 
to the public.” 

The paper also urged 
Argentine President Carlos 
Menem to “keep his word” 
and give support to Mr. 
Valladares, who arrived 
Wednesday to take part here 
in an international confer- 
ence of ombudsmen next 
week. On Wednesday, Mr. 
Menem repeated his pledge 
to help in the investigation. 

Mr. Valladares will seek 
meetings with Interior Mi- 
nister Carlos Corach and 
army chief Gen. Martin 
Balza, who last year apolo- 
gised for the army's human 
rights abuses during Argen- 
tina’s 1976-1986 “dirty 
war" in which up to 30,000 
people disappeared. He may 
also seek to talk with Mr. 
Menem. 

“1 assume they keep 

(files) closely guarded. But 
I do have hints of where 
documents can be found 
Mr. Valladares said. 


S. Korean 
politics 
beset by 
fresh 
scandal 


SEOUL (R) — South Ko- 
rea, its image tainted by 
bribery scandals involving 
two former presidents, was 
hit by a fresh scandal Sa- 
turday over a former de- 
fence minister. 

A government official 
said Saturday president 
Kim Young- Sam had or- 
dered an investigation into 
allegations of bribery made 
against Lee Yang-Ho, who 
lost his job as defence min- 
ister in a sweeping ministry 
reshuffle Thursday. 

“President Kim ordered 
the prosecution to investi- 
gate into the case to find 
out the truth," an official at 
the presidential office said 
Saturday. 

The main opposition Na- 
tional Congress for New 
Politics has accused Mr. 
Lee of leaking classified 
military information on a 
combat helicopter project 
to an arms dealer in 1995 in 
return for 150 million won 
($181,000) in bribes. 

Mr. Lee could not imme- 
diately be reached for com- 
ment, but local media re- 
ports said he had denied the 
allegations. 

Prosecution officials said 
the investigation would 
begin soon. T can’t give 
any details on the progress, 
but an investigation will 
start soon," said one prose- 
cution official. 

State KBS Radio said the 
prosecution had banned 
Mr. Lee from leaving the 
country pending the inves- 
tigation. 

Thursday's reshuffle, 
which also affected the 
nation's top military brass, 
was considered linked to 
the incursion by a North 
Korean submarine which 
slipped undetected into 
southern waters last month. 

The latest political scan- 
dal to hit South Korea fol- 
lows President Kim's cam- 
paign to “right the wrongs 
of history" which has led to 
the arrests of his two 
immediate predecessors. 


11 -year-old die* 
after setting • 
herself ablazef 





Former U.S. President Jimmy Carter waves, as former Secretary of State James 
Baker (left) talks to an unidentified official after they' arrived at Managua Airport 
Friday. Mr. Carter and Mr. Baker are both in Nicaragua to oversee the Oct. 20 gen- 
eral ejections (Reuter photo) 

Nicaraguan elections thrust 
it back on the world stage 


MANAGUA (R) — World 
leaders including former 
U.S. President Jimmy Car- 
ter have descended on Nica- 
ragua to monitor Sunday's 
presidential elections, a 
potential milestone in the 
nation’s recovery from a 
violent, authoritarian past. 

The presidential vote pits 
right-wing Arnoldo Aleman 
of the Liberal Alliance 
against former Sandinista 
President Daniel Ortega, 
who has sought to shed his 
Marxist past and emerge as 
a vote-friendly social demo- 
crat. 

The most recent Cid- 
Gallup poll gave Mr. Ale- 
man 40.5 per cent of the 
vote and Ortega 37.9 per 
cent, followed by 21 lesser 
candidates. If no candidate 
gets 45 per cent of the vote, 
the two top vote-getters face 
a run-off about a month 
later. 

Mr. Carter leads a group 
of respected statesmen mo- 
nitoring the tight race which 
has been marred by the per- 
sonal and political animosi- 
ty between the two leading 
candidates, each of whom 


has sought to paint each 
other as quasi-dictators. 

Ex-Costa Rican President 
and Nobel Peace Prize win- 
ner Oscar Arias was due to 
fly in Saturday. Former U.S. 
Secretary' of State James 
Baker arrived in Managua 
Friday, and the Clinton ad- 
ministration sent an observ- 
er mission. 

Mr. Carter said the United 
States, which backed an 
eight-year war by contra 
rebels against Mr. Onega's 
1979-1990 Sandinista gov- 
ernment and has long 
in\ r olved itself in Nicara- 
guan affairs, would this 
Lime be a neutral player. 

“There is no doubt that if 
this election is honest and 
fair as judged by domestic 
and international observers, 
the United States will 
accept the results." Mr. 
Carter told a news confer- 
ence late Friday. 

But while the former U.S. 
president appeared to give 
his seal of approval to the 
democratic process in Nica- 
ragua, the Clinton adminis- 
tration has been more 
guarded about Mr. Ortega's 



Two Mauaguans read their papers under Sandinista 
election propaganda Friday, as Nicaragua prepares for 
its second peacetime elections since the Sandinista rev- 
olution (Reuter photo) 


democratic credentials. 

State Department spokes- 
men Nicholas Bums said 
recently he “would not use 
the word democrat to des- 
cribe Daniel Ortega. 

“We remember the past." 
he said. 

That past had long thrust 
Nicaragua, a small country 
and one of the poorest in the 
Western hemisphere, imo a 
spot on the world stage dis- 
proportionate to its size. 

In the 19S0s. as a pawn in 
the cold war battles of the 
superpowers, it was former 
U.S. President Ronald Rea- 
gan's fixation as the United 
States sought to prevent a 
domino effect of Marxism 
in what was dubbed its own 
“back yard." 

A bloody eight-year civil 
war between the Soviet- 
backed Sandinistas and 
contra rebels followed, in 
which 25.000 people died 
and Nicaragua's economy 
was left in shambles. 

In 1990 Violeta Chamor- 
ro, the widow of a slain 
newspaper publisher, cam- 
paigning from a wheelchair, 
ending 11 years of Sandi- 
nista rule in a stunning elec- 
tion upset which was seen 
as a victory for capitalism at 
the end of the cold war. 

Nicaragua’s election Sun- 
day is expected to result in a 
civilian, elected president 
handing over power to ano- 
ther such leader for the first 
time in Nicaragua's history. 

International interest in 
Nicaragua's vote has paral- 
leled Mr. Ortega's rise in 
the polls, as he has trans- 
formed himself from a Fiery 
revolutionary in military 
fatigues into a soft-spoken 
preacher of reconciliation 
and forgiveness. 

But not everyone buys the 
“new-Iook” Ortega, and 
supporters of his main foe 
Aleman say his pragmatic 
conversion may hide a 
veiled desire to return to 
hardline rule. 

“Don’t let yourself be 
tricked by well-staged pro- 
paganda or by false images. 
Remember there are devils 
that dress up as angels of 
light," said Nicaragua's top 
Catholic cardinal, Miguel 
Obando "V Bravo, who was 
a focus for anti -Sandinista 
opposition in the 1980s. 

But many Nicaraguans 
fear that Mr. Aleman's 
fierce anti-Sandinista stance 

as well as talk of bringing 

back former allies of ex-dk> 
tator Anastasio Somoza 
could lead io post-election 
conflicts. 


Officials warn not to rush to judgement on TWA 



SMi l HTOWN, New York 
(AP) — The National 
Transportation Safety 
Board (NTSB) urged cau- 
tion about rushing to 
judgement in deciding 
what caused Paris-bound 
TWA Flight 800 to ex- 
plode in the sky three 
months ago. 

“We are still stymied as 
to what the initiating igni- 
tion was," NTSB spokes- 
man Peter Goltz said 
Friday. 

The centre fuel tank re- 
mains the best piece of 


evidence in the probe 
because investigators 
know that it exploded. 
They just don’t know if 
the blast was touched off 
by a bomb, a missile or a 
mechanical malfunction. 

'There’s no question the 
center fuel tank exploded. 
Basically, that's all we 
know,” said one investiga- 
tor who spoke to the Asso- 
ciated Press on condition 
of anonymity. 

“There isn't one thing 
that stands out by itself. 
For every opinion, there is 


an opposing opinion,” the 
source said. 

NBC nightly news 
reported Friday that just 
before the crash, the 
plane's pilots were at- 
tempting to transfer fuel 
from a wing tank on one 
side of the "plane to feed 
engines on the other. The 
manoeuvre was undertak- 
en to correct an imbalance 
of fuel in the plane's many 
tanks, NBC said. 

The network said the 
revelation was of great 


interest to investigators 
who are more and more 
inclined to believe some- 
thing mechanical brought 
down the plane. 

Boeing Co. spokesman 
Doug Webb saia the bal- 
ancing of fuel would 
occur by using fuel in the 
fullest tank until the tanks 
were level. The fuel would 
not be transferred from 
tank to tank, nor trans- 
ferred through the centre 
fuel tank. 

Opinions have been 
plentiful but a solution has 


been elusive since the 
Jumbo Jet exploded and 
crashed imo the Atlantic 
Ocean at dusk on July 17, 
killing all 230 aboard. 

Mr. Goltz said the NTSB 
has not identified any 
signs of high-intensity 
explosives as is common 
when a plane is downed 
by a bomb. But he said it 
was too early to rale out a 
bomb or a missile. 

A second source, who 
spoke to the Associated 
Press on condition of ano- 


nymity, said investigators 
have yet to find that any- 
thing penetrated the centre 
fuel tank from the outside. 
The source added, though, 
that a bomb might only 
leave evidence of a small 
hole. 

“We only see inside 
out," the source said. 
“When all the pieces to 
the tank are in place and 
we only see explosion 
inside out we will become 
pretty suspicious. We 
know the tank exploded. 
The whole key is why. 


What set the tank off?” 
Some investigators say 
they are continuing to exa- 
mine the possibility that 
there may have been an 

overpressurisation of the 

nearly empty tank even 
though the Boeing Co. has 
done preliminary "tests that 

cast doubt on that possi- 
bility. 

“If it's mechanical, it 
could be some fluke 
thing” one source said 
“Everything went off 
simultaneously. That adds 
to the puzzle.'* 


TOKYO (AFP) — M ;t£- 
year-old Japanese. 
burned herself to ~dea& 
after being scolded 
mother for tml 
police said Saturday, ifc 
primary school pupil is 
Numazu, Shizuoka prefer 
runs, poured kerosene over 
herself and lit a fire with a 
lighter outside an apao- 
ment building near her 
home Friday evening, 
police officials said. The 
girl was already dead when 

firemen, alerted by a neigh- 
bour. arrived at (he site, po- 
lice said. The case is bring 
treated as suicide. The girl, 
who was living with her 
parents, grandparents and 
two siblings, had left home 
after being scolded for fad- 
ing to tidy up her thing*, 
the officials said, adding 
that she had apparent); 
taken kerosene from her 
home. Jiji Press quoted a 
vice principal at her school 
saying that she was “aqaiet 
but reliable child." “She 
was getting along well with 
her friends, and l beard 
there was no case of bully- 
ing against her.” (he tea- 
cher reportedly said. “I just 
cannot believe what has 
happened.” According to 
police, a total of 64 chil- 
dren aged below 13 com- 
mitted suicide in Japan last 
year, including eight pri- 
mary school children of up 
to 12 years old. The youn- 
gest was a 10-year-old boy. 
Many of the children are 
believed to have killed 
themselves over school 
bullying, which has be- 
come a problem in Japan in 
recent years. 

Policeman cleared 
of $2 calculator 
theft 

LONDON (R) — A British 
policeman was acquitted 
Thursday of stealing a £1.5 
(S2.38) calculator from his 
own station in a case that 
cost about £100,000 
. ($158,800). Andrew Whit- 
field, a 30- year-old officer 
from northern England, 
said he was only borrowing 
the calculator he was 
caught taking by a video 
camera in February 1995. 
He has been suspended on 
full pav from his £21,000 
($33,340) job in North 
Yorkshire since the inci- 
dent. An earlier hearing in 
February ended in a mistri- 
al. The jury Thursday took / 
just 65 minutes to return a ~ 
not guilty verdict Esti- 
mates of the cost of trials, 
lawyers’ fees, police inves- 
tigations and Whitfield's 
salary have reached six fig-, 
ures. 

Former nuclear 
base to become 
prison 

LONDON (AFP) — A for- 
mer U.S. nuclear base hi 
England is to become a 
prison as the Home Office 
attempts to cope with jail 
overcrowding, the Inde- 
pendent reported Saturday. 
The paper said the former 
U.S. Air Force base at 
Woodbridge, southern 
England, would be run by 
prison governors but guar- 
ded by Ministry of Defence 
Police. The prison popula- 
tion in Bri tain stands at a 
record 57,000, the daily 
noted. f 

I 

Job seeker goes 
from cow costums 

to radio 


TORONTO (R) — A Ca- 
nadian who cannot find 
fiill-time work despite hav- 
ing a master's degree hi 
business administration b 
spending $960 to advertise 
on radio for a job. Stuart 
Weinstein, 30, has taken 
out 16 radio spots on Tb* 
ronto AJvI. station CFRB* 
The ads start Monday. Hfa 
campaign has also included 
donning a cow costume » 
band out copies of hb 
resume in Toronto's finan- 
cial district. He has worked 
as a financial analyst, itr 
search assistant and gov- 
ernment consultant but has 
never held a permanent. 1 
full-time job. “I feel confi^ 1 
dent that there is fidl-tune 
employment out thane afld" 
I’m looking diligently to 
find it,” he said. 
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On election eve, Hashimoto pleads for big turnout 
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TOKYO tR> — Prime 
Minister Rvutaro Hashimo- 
to. hoping to end three years 
of coalition rule in Japan 
and return his Liberal De- 
mocratic Party (LDPi to 
sole power, pleaded on the 
eve of polling for a big turn- 
out in Sunday's election. 

' Worried that the LDP 
majority forecast in opinion 
polls could disappear if vot- 
ers thought the result was 
decided and stayed av.av. 
Mr. Hashimoto maintained 
the frantic pace of his cam- 
paigning Saturday. 

“Please come and vote." 
he told Tokyo rallies. “Go- 
ing out of power three years 
ago, we understand how 
very difficult it is to regain 
people’s trust. Your vote is 
■important.” 

Surveys have shown the 
turnout may be below 60 
7 ‘-'•'Worse than i«f fee) 
’pe^War "record loW-iof- 
6?f26"per t0SM in rhgoftlsr 


election in 19V3. ■ 
Commentators say the 
paucity of policy differ- 
ences between [lie parties 
and general disi!lu>innmem 
about what politicians can 
achieve is behind the appar- 
ent voter apathy. 

If the poll forecasts of an 
LDP win hold up. it would 
be a remarkable comeback 
by the party, which has 
steadily built itself up since 
1993. when it lost power for 
the first time in 3S vears 

m 

because of a series uf finan- 
cial scandals. 

It clawed its wav into a 
coalition government one 
year after the setback, but 
with oniv 211 seats in the 
previous parliament, it had 
to share power with two 
smaller parties. 

Newspaper opinions polls 
have forecast that the LDP 
■will win a simple majority 
of. at least 251 seats in the 
new parliament, which is 


elected for fnur years 
“A fierce battle is in prog- 
ress but we want to take the 
helm of srate." said Mr. 
Hashimoto. premier >ince 
last January. 

Ichiro Ozawa, leader of 
the main opposition group 
Shinshinto uhe New Fron- 
tier Party 1 . matched the 
pace of Mr. Hashimoio’s 
campaigning and indicated 
that not only his p:uiy*s 
future was at stake in the 
poll. 

In what commentators 
said wa.s a hinr he might 
leave politics if Shinshinio 
failed to win. Mr. Ozawa, a 
kingmaker in the LDP until 
he lost out in a power strug- 
gle. told a Tokyo rally: 

"I uni resolved to carry out 
reforms even if it means 
putting my 26-year political 
career at stake. But we can- 
not make it unless yve wip a 
majority^ .. i .. Ui ._- • , 

In its main policy' difrer- 
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SupporCers Saturday reach out for Ichiro Ozawa, leader of the main opposition group 
Shinshinto (New Frontier Party), during last-minute campaigning for Sunday's gen- 
eral elections in Yokohama, south of Tokyo. Mr. Ozawa told a rally that be is resolved 
to carry out reforms even if it meant putting his 26-year political carreer at stake 

I Reuter photo » 

Hurricane boosts strength as it lashes Bahamas 


ence, Shinshinto opposes an 
LDP plan to raise the sales 
tax from three to five per 
cent from April and instead 
proposes income tax cuts. 

A record 1 ,503 candidates 
from nine parties are con- 
testing the poll, the first to 
be held under a new elec- 
toral system meant to foster 
party politics and issues 
instead of individual pork 
barrelling. 

Under the new system, the 
lower house is reduced to 
500 seats from 5 1 1 and mul- 
ti-seat constituencies are 
abolished. 

Voters elect 300 single- 
seat candidates, while 200 
seats are decided by propor- 
tional representation. 

In the old house. Shin- 
shinto held 160 seats to the 
LDP’s 211. The LDP gov- 
erned in a coalition with thfe 
Socialists 1 arid the”Sakigake ! 
Party J / , 'an LDP splinter 
group.' ' 

In a sign of political vola- 
tility’ in the past three years. 
206 of 456 incumbents see- 
king reelec rion are now 
with parties different to 
those with which they were 
elected in 1993. 

The balance of power 
could be decided by the 
fledgling Democratic Party, 
formed only last month with 
52 lower house defectors 
from the Socialists and Sa- 
kigake. 

It boasts as one of its lead- 
ers Health Minister Naoto 
Kan. who has won hero sta- 
tus this year by uncovering 
his ministry's role in hush- 
ing up a scandal over HIV- 
tainted blood products. 

Good weather is forecast 
for election day. Polls open 
at 7 a.m. \2200 GMT Satur- 
day) and close at 6 p.m. 
(0900 GMT). 

Election officials say that 
unless it is a very close race, 
the result could be known 
by about midnight ( 1500 
GMT). 
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SAN ■ SALVADOR. Baha- 
mas CRi — Hurricane Lili 
strengthened to a category 2 
storm as it lashed the central 
^ Bahamas early Saturday 
after dumping torrential rain 
on Cuba. 

Flppdrng from the sconn 
was blamed for 10 deaths in 
Nicaragua, Honduras and 
Costa Rica earlier in the 
week but there were no 
reports of deaths in Cuba. 

officials said. 

At 5 a.m. edt (0800 
GMT). Lili was packing 
maximum sustained winds 
of 105 mph ( 165 kph). mak- 
ing it a category' 2 hurri- 
cane, according to forecast- 
ers at the National Hurri- 
cane Centre in Miami. 

The storm was located 65 
. kilometres southeast of San 
Salvador Island at latitude 
23.9 ‘north and longitude 
75. J west. Tt picked up 
speed from a cold front mo- 
ving across Florida and 
swirled east at 23 mph (37 
•• t kph). crossing Great Exuma 

. ^Island with heavy rains and 

' . . ;-•■' strong winds. 

“It’s strengthened a little 

. bit since moving off the 

.' * ‘ r- Cuban coast and it's moving 
:‘ v a little faster.” said Andrew 
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Siiashv. a forecaster at the 
hurricane centre. 

The central portion of the 
Balia mas. an archipelego of 
hundreds of islands stretch- 
ing more than 950 kilome- 
tre* in the Atlantic, lay in 
the path of Lili. which was 
expected to finish crossing 
the chain later Saturday 
morning. 

On San Salvador, a small 
Bahamian Island that claims 
ro be the first place in the 
new world where explorer 
Christopher Columbus 
stepped foot in 1492. resi- 
dents tied up sailboats 
Saturday and secured di\ ing 
equipment ahead of Lilt's 
arrival. 

The 40 kilometre island is 
home to 700 residents and a 
Club Med beach resort. 

“A few people here may 
be worried, but not me. 
Everv year they (hurri- 
canes) come close but they 
never hit us directly,” said 
Dwight Johnson. 25. a resi- 
dent bartender said Satur- 
day. 

Some tourists at the resort 
expressed concern, but oth- 
ers crowded into the resort's 
casino to gel their minds off 
the rainy weather and howl- 


ing winds that preceded 
lili’s arrival. “Better a hurri- 
cane in the Caribbean than 
rain or snow in Berlin.” said 
Detlev Freutel, a 45-year- 
old Gentian tourist. 

Hurricane warnings re- 
mained in effect for the 
northwest and cenrral Baha- 
mas from Andros Island 
southward and eastward, 
including the capital city of 
Nassau and Long Island. 
Cat Island. Eleuthera fsland. 
Great Exuma Island. Andros 
Island and San Salvador. 

Schools closed early Fri- 
day in the Bahamas, flights 
were cancelled and custo- 
mers crowded into food 
stores and gasoline stations 
10 gather supplies for the 
storm. Some tourist hotels 
handed out candles in case 
electricity failed during the 
storm. 

Wind gusts of up to 115 
(ISO kmh) were clocked in 
central Cuba Friday when 
Lili slammed across the is- 
land, peeling off roofs, floo- 
ding coastal homes and cau- 
sing at least 20 houses to 
collapse in the city' of 
Malanzas. the Cuban state 
news agency AIN said. 

The strongest w inds of the 


storm passed to the east of 
the capital Havana. State 
radio said about 75,000 peo- 
ple were evacuated from 
crumbling and decaying 
buildings in Havana as a 
precaution. 

The National Civil De- 
fence Organisation said 
some 7.000 homes were 
partially or completely da- 
maged in central and west- 
ern provinces. Most had da- 
maged roofs but 1 30 homes 
were completely ruined. 

Some 53 homes in Ha- 
vana partially collapsed, 
most of them in the city's 
historic quarter where many 
old buildings ore in a state 
of decav. 

Lili dumped torrential rain 
of up to 30 centimetres in its 
path, sending rivers over 
their banks and causing 
flash flooding. 

President Fidel Castro 
echoed the feelings of Ha- 
vana's two million inhabi- 
tants when he told reporters 
that while things might be 
bad, at least the “worst sce- 
nario" had not happened — 
hurricane Lili passing over 
the capital. 


Clinton orders investigation after 
Democratic Party funding fiasco 


WASHINGTON (Agencies) 

— A top Democratic offi- 
cial has left his fundraising 
duties following allegations 
that President Bill Clinron’s 
party accepted possibly ille- 
gal campaign donations, 
manv of them from Asian- 
linked sources, according to 
a report Saturday. 

The Democratic National 
Committee (DNC) Friday 
removed finance Vice- 
Chairman John Huang from 
fundraising duties and re- 
quested that the Federal 
Election Commission in- 
vestigate questions about 
contributions Mr. Huang 
helped solicit, the Washing- 
ton Post reported. 

A DNC spokeswoman 
told the Post that Mr. Huang 
had stopped “active fund- 
raising" activities because 
“he is devoting his full at- 
tention to” addressing ques- 
tions about whether some 
donations to the parry were 
proper. 

Mr. Huang's fundraising 
targetted the U.S. Asian- 
American Community. 

Mr. Clinton, seeking to 
defuse a potentially damag- 
ing row over funding, 
bow»ed to Republican pres- 
sure Friday to open an in- 
vestigation into Asian- 
linked contributions to the 
Democratic Party. 

Speaking at the White 
House, Mr. Clinton said his 
Chief of Staff Leon Panena 
had already ordered the 
DNC to investigate a num- 
ber of allegations concern- 
ing millions of dollars in 
funding for the party. 

“Mr. Panetta has asked the 
DNC to review all the con- 
tributions to make sure they 
were appropriate," Mr. 
Clinton told journalists as 
he opened a meeting with 
Lebanese Prime Minister 
Rafic Hariri. 

Earlier’ Friday, a vitriolic 
Bob Dole, the 73-year-old 
Republican challenger to 
Mr. Clinton in the Nov. 5 
presidential.'^ • election,- 
demanded that Mr. Glinton* 


come clean on allegations 
of funding irregularities. 

On the stump in 
Albuquerque. New Mexico, 
Sen. Dole jumped on ques- 
tionable contributions, 
especially those linked to 
Indonesia and South Korea. 

“It’s mind-boggling. The 
number of scandals suggest 
an abuse of power in this 
White House." he told a 
rally. 

“Every day we have a new 
scandal involving the for- 
eign corruption of Ameri- 
ca," he said, referring to the 
latest row' over a 5140,000 
Democratic fundraiser at a 
Buddhist temple owned by 
a Taiwanese sect in Cali- 
fornia in April. 

“Our elections are not for 
sale to some foreign influ- 
ence,” he said. 

“Come on Mr. President, 
come clean Mr. President, 
come dean Mr. President. 
This is really unbelievable," 
he added. 

Tax-exempt religious or- 
ganisations like temples are 
generally prohibited from 
holding political fund-rais- 
ers. How supposedly penni- 
less monks produced dona- 
tions of thousands of dollars 
has also been questioned. 

On Thursday the White 
House admitted the DNC 
made a mistake in holding 
the temple fund-raiser 
attended by Vice-President 
Al Gore. 

The DNC returned the 
money last month, but the 
affair comes on the heels of 
a huge flap over the politi- 
cal and business ties bet- 
ween Mr. Clinton and Asian 
donors, notably Indonesian 
tycoon James Riady, who 
together with his business 
associates donated more 
than half a million dollars to 
the Clinton campaign. 

Jn another recent case, the 
Democrats were forced to 
return an illegal $250,000 
received from a South 
Korean firm. 

»■ ^It’s time to •restore 'that 
trust in AmerfiSaJ^Sen.' Dole 


said, “to replace the slip- 
pery liberalism and bring 
back common sense and 
integrity to the White 
House." 

Opposition Republicans 
have charged that the 
Clinton administration has 
allowed foreign govern- 
ments to gain influence on 
decision-making by accept- 
ing the contributions. 

On Thursday House of 
Representatives Speaker 

Newt Gingrich, a prominent 
Republican ally of Sen. 
Dole, said the matter called 
into question a variety of 
government actions, includ- 
ing U.S. policy toward East 
Timor and a proposed sale 
of F-16 fighter jets to In- 
donesia. 

“I think you are clearly 
going to have an influence- 
peddling investigation in- 
volving Indonesians and an 
illegal fundraising investi- 
gation involving the Natio- 
nal Democratic Commit- 
tee," he added. 

On Friday the White 
House denied that contribu- 
tions from Indonesians had 
influenced U.S. policy to- 
wards the South East Asian 
country and muffled criti- 
cism of human rights abuses 
there. 

“This administration has 
pressed the issue of human 
rights specifically with res- 
pect to the government of 
Indonesia and East Timor 
harder than the last two ad- 
ministrations,” White 
House spokesman Michael 
McCurry said. 

For days Sen. Dole has 
been on the attack against 
Mr. Clinton over the charac- 
ler issue, hoping to narrow 
the gap in the polls which 
continue to give Mr. Clinton 
a wide lead. 

Meanwhile, CNN report- 
ed Friday that Sen. Dole 
will focus in the final weeks 
of the campaign on winning 
votes in California and the 
west, but be is writing off 
most' of the- mid-Atlantic 
-states and doe northeast. 


Cable News Network 
(CNN), quoting Dole cam- 
paign aides, said the Re- 
publican challenger's strate- 
gy called for a major final 
push in all western and 
mountain states except 
Oregon and Washington. 

Additionally, Sen. Dole 
would locus on winning the 
key stales of Ohio and" Mi- 
chigan. as well as Indiana. 
Nebraska and his home 
state of Kansas. 

Sen. Dole is heading 10 
New Hampshire this week- 
end and would like to se- 
cure a victory there, but his 
aides told CNN lie was writ- 
ing oft' the states of Penn- 
sylvania and New Jersey 
and the rest of the mid-At- 
lantic. as well as the north- 
east. 

In an interview with the 
cable on-line network 
MSNBC. Sen. Dole said 
President Clinton's lead had 
narrowed to eight percent- 
age points in California. 

“We’re guing to spend a 
lot of lime there, and we 
think we have an opportuni- 
ty," Sen. Dole said. 

He ulso predicted a win in 
Kansas, savins he mieht 
rerum to his hometown of 
Russell. Kansas to vote on 
Nov. 5. 

Sen. Dole trimmed Mr. 
Clinton's lead to nine per- 
centage points in the Reu- 
ters daily tracking poll re- 
leased Friday. 

Mr. Clinton got 43.6 per 
cent in the poll 10 Sen. 
Dole's 34.6 per cent. Re- 
form Party candidate Ross 
Perot scored 5.S per cent 
and 13-3 per cent said they 
were still undecided. 

The poll, conducted by 
John Zogby Group Interna- 
tional, tracks about 900 
likely voters over a three- 
day period. The latest result, 
with a 3.3 percentage point 
margin of error, reflects 
polling Tuesday through 
Thursday. 

“1 think the numbers are 
moving in - our- direction*" 
Sen.- Dole told-MSNBC.- - 


reports hostages are alive 


Thousand's Kashmir leader says he has 

of Hutus 
flee Zaire 
fighting 

KIGALI (R) — Some 

46.000 Rwandan and Bu- 
rundian Hutu refugees 
have fled two camps is 
eastern Zaire where the 
Zairean army is battling 
ethnic Tutsis, a spokesman 
for the U.N. refugee agen- 
cy said Saturday. 

“The populations of both 
Kagunga and Runingo 
(camps), some 46,000 re- 
fugees, have all moved — 
some to Uvira, some into 
die hills above Uvira, some 
into banana plantations, 
and the remainder have 
dispersed,” Paul Strom- 
berg, spokesman for the 
U.N. High Commissioner 
for Refugees fUNHCR.) in 
Zaire's neighbour Rwanda, 
told Reuters. 

“Because of difficulty in 
assessing the area outside 
Uvira, even normal activi- 
ties are in question. We 
have only been able to dis- 
tribute aid in and around 
LTvira,” he added. 

Mr. Stromberg said Ka- 
gunga had a population of 

27.000 refugees before it 
was attacked by the Tutsis 
— known as Banyamulen- 
ge — Friday while Runin- 
20 Camp had a total of 
1 9,000. 

Fresh fighting erupted 
around Uvira Saturday af- 
ter the Banyamulenge — 
ethnic Tutsis who came to 
Zaire from Rwanda at the 
end of the 18th century — 
attacked Luvengi Refugee 
Camp near Uvira. There 
are 12 refugee camps in the 
Uvira chain with a popula- 
tion of 220,000 people. 

At least 28 civilians have 

been killed in attacks in 

Zaire’s eastern refugee zone 

in the fighting, humanitarian 

sources said Saturday. 

■ 

A senior Zairean military 
commander told Reuters 
that ethnic Tutsi Banyamu- 
lenge from Rwanda’s army 
had crossed the border from 
Burundi Friday and had tar- 
geted civilians living around 
the rill age of Kiliba. 


SRINAGAR, India (R) — 
Jammu and Kashmir state 
Chief Minister Farooq Ab- 
dullah said Saturday he bad 
reports that four Western 
tourists taken hostage by 
Muslim militants last year 
were still alive. 

Mr. Abdullah also told a 
news conference he was 
giving 30 days to Kashmir's 
separatist militants to sur- 
render their guns or face a 
crackdown by Indian secu- 
rity forces. 

“According to the latest 
reports that we have re- 
ceived. all the four hostages 
are alive. I am trying to in- 
vestigate into it” Mr. Ab- 
dullah told a news confer- 
ence in the stare capital of 
Srinagar. 

Kashmir's shadowy Al 
Far an militants kidnapped 
five men — a Norwegian, 
two Britons, one American 
and a German — in July 
last year and demanded the 
release of jailed militant 
colleagues. 

The kidnappers killed the 
Norwegian, Hans Christian 
Ostroe, after the Indian go- 
vernment refused to accept 
the group’s demands. Mili- 
tant sources later said the 
remaining four hostages — 
Britons Paul Wells and 
Keith Mangan, American 
Donald Hutchings and Ger- 
man Dirk Hasert — had 
been killed but the govern- 
ment did not confirm this. 


Mr. Abdullah, whose Na- 
tional Conference party 
won an absolute majority in 
last month’s assembly elec- 
tions. said he had some idea 
of the location where the 
hostages were believed to 
be hefdL but declined to give 
details. 

He aske'd Kashmiri mili- 
tants to join the mainstream 
but did not say if he was 
talking of an amnesty. 

“I give them 30 days to 
surrender their weapons be- 
fore any government offi- 
cial,” Mr. Abdullah told a 
news conference in the 
summer capital of Srinagar. 
“I have decided to get them 
in the mainstream." 

“If they don’t surrender, 
they will face further guns,” 
Mr. Abdullah said. 

Mr. Abdullah did not say 
if he would call a ceasfire 
during the period between 
the security forces and mili- 
tant groups fighting Indian 
rule in the Himalayan state 
since 1990. 

Police and hospital sour- 
ces say at least 20,000 peo- 
ple have been killed in 
Kashmir’s separatist vio- 
lence. Mr. Abdullah said the 
total was closer to 50.000. 

He also warned Kash- 
mir's recently formed pro- 
government militias to sur- 
render their guns, promis- 
ing them jobs in Indian 
security units. 

The leader of Kashmir’s 


National Conference party 
won an absolute majority in 
the state assembly last 
month when India held the 
first elections there in nine 
years. 

In a tearful speech during 
his inauguration earlier this 
month. Mr. Abdullah said: 
“The last drop of my blood 
is dedicated to India” 

Mr. Abdullah's remarks 
on the hostages came amid 
growing pessimism over 
their fate. 

Western diplomats in 
Delhi said this month that 
the United States was con- 
sidering offering a financial 
reward for information 
about the whereabouts of 
the hostages. 

But Washington wanted 
first to clear the offer with 
Indian authorities and the 
other countries whose na- 
tionals are held. 

British High Commis- 
sioner (Ambassador) David 
Gore-Booth told reporters 
earlier this month there 
were reports that the hos- 
tages had recently been 
sighted. 

But he said there w.is no 
firm information as to their 
whereabouts. “We have no 
proof of life or proof of 
death," he said. 

Asked if diplomats were 
extremely gloomy, Mr. 
Gore- Booth said: “Yes." 


Indonesia’s Megawati lauds 
Human Rights Commission 

“The PDI respects the (commission) for 
its objectivity... and for putting the nation 
above individual groups.” Ms. Mecuwati 
said. 

She said that the commission had been 
“independent and brave” in its report and in 
the defence of human rights. 

Mr. Megawati, daughter of lare founding 
President Sukarno, was ousted as leader of 
the PDI in June this year after a govern- 
ment-backed congress elected Deputy 
Parliamentary Speaker Surjadi as leader in 
her place. ■ 

Ms. Megawati has not accepted the deci- 
sion, saying she had been lawfully elected 
as PDI leader for a five-year term in 1993. 


JAKARTA (K) — Megawati Sukarnoputri, 
ousted leader of the opposition Indonesian 
Democratic Party (PDI), said Saturday a 
report by Indonesia's official human rights 
body on riots in Jakarta on July 27 was 
“independent and brave.” 

She said in a statement that she respected 
the Indonesian Commission on Human 
Rights for its report on the riots, which 
erupted after police raided the PDI head- 
quarters in Jakarta to evict her supporters 
from the building. 

It was the worst violence in the city for 
more than two decades and left at least five 
people dead and scores of buildings and 
vehicles gutted by fire. 


J ■ 
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Law, education for all 

THE VIOLENCE and hooliganism that erupted 
at the end of the A! Faisali-Wihdat football 
match in Amman on Friday was reminiscent of 
similar unsportsmanlike * conducts that have 
marred some soccer championship matches in 
other countries of the world. On Thursday, 
Istanbul had witnessed an exaggerated. demon- 
stration of joy by Turkish fans when their team, 
Galatasaray, beat the visiting French team 
Paris Saint Germain in a second roimd 
European Cup Winners Cup match, resulting 
in the death or many people and the destruction 
of property on a large scale. Guatemala, wit- 
nessing an’even greater tragedy, is still burying 
bodies of over a hundred victims who suffocat- 
ed in a stampede during last Wednesday's 
Guatemala -Costa Rica World Cup qualifying 
game. 

Fortunately for us, violence in and around the 
Sports City' was less bloody and destructive. 
Just the same it should not have happened at all. 
But having said that, what does, can, a state any- 
where in the world do about fans who cannot 
help going into a frenzy when their respective 
teams win or lose? Ban sport? 

Historically speaking, tension, even violence, 
had accompanied previous matches between the 
Faisali and Wihdat clubs. So what experience 
did we learn and have in preparing for Friday's 
match? And what should we be doing in order to 
prevent a recurrence of this kind of unjustifi- 
able behaviour in the future, in the knowledge 
that beneath the surface in the Wihdat-Faisali 
competition lie not natural zeal and tribalism 
for one's sports team but also politics and bent- 
up frustrations among our youths? 

It is an open secret that the Faisali-Wihdat 
rivalry has come to symbolise a clash of two 
politicaJ currents, those who go to the extreme in 
supporting “East Jordanian nationalism** and 
the others who back “Palestinian nationalism." 
Most, if not ail, of those who instigated or took 
part in Friday's rioting, and they are a minority, 
are overenthusiastic young men who find escape 
from their daily life frustrations, whether in 
political or socio-economic terms, in expressing 
themselves violently at the end of such hotly con- 
tested matches as last Friday's. Sport, as is 
well-known, is not just liberating for the body. 
Many people, all over the world, use it as a 
means to liberate the soul as well, or at least to 
vent off pressures which accumulate in any soci- 
ety. especially among the young generations, and 
mainly those who suffer from poverty, unem- 
ployment and emptiness. 

Jordan is no different in this respect from 
other countries in this regard. The question is 
how to go about addressing such frustrations as 
those held by our youths, and treat at the same 
time the untowardly symptoms of narrow 
“nationalistic" perspectives that will not disap- 
pear from our midst easily or any time soon. 

National unity in Jordan is not and will not be 
threatened by hooligans, bigots and parochial - 
ists on either side. But a renewed drive at edu- 
cating the young, not only in word but also in 
deed, in raising shared values above petty dif- 
ferences is essential to ensure that our unity is 
here to stay and become stronger everyday. On 
the other hand, law and order, which is what 
this state is all about, has to be respected by all 
citizens, regardless of what origins and regions 
they come from. In the end, educated and law- 
abiding citizenry is what we are after, in poli- 
tics. sports and everything else. 


ARABIC PRESS COMMENTARIES 


AL RA*I Arabic daily Saiunlay welcomed French President 
Jacques Chirac's coming visit to Jordan, hailing it as an historic 
event in view of France’s stand and its efforts to promote the cause 
f l'p-M'-e in the Middle East. The visit reflects Europe's keen inter- 
est in ihi, region and its desire to play a stronger role in the ftiture 
ot tlii-. region and act a> a true partner in social and economic devel- 
opment. said the paper. Jordan, as leadership and people, welcomes 
the French president whose country maintains strong ties with the 
Jordanians and continues to provide assistance fowands the devel- 
opment of this country, it added. What is to be regretted, though, is 
to <ee the U.S. :unl Israel trying hard to prevent any European noie 
in the peacemaking process and to isolate Europe from this region 
u hich is kept under the sole U.S.-lsradi heaemonv. accordins to 
the paper. But Israel, which is ignoring Europe, is harming its owti 
interests because isolation from Europe lends to win the Jewish 
state more enemies than friends, especially as the present Israeli 
government leaders’ jtclions are facing mounting criticism from 
European nations and the world at large, said the daily. Tie paper 
expressed hope dial Mr. Chirac 5 visit will help lay the ground for 
a lasting Middle East settlement and help pressure Israel into 
icspccline ils peace deals with the Arab World and the Palestinians. 

MOHAMMAD DAOUD. u writer for A1 Dustour. criticised the 
government for still allowing import of bananas at a time when the 
local production of die fruit is abundant. No one seems to know the 
reason* behind allowing merchants to import die foreign bananas, 
w hich now Hood the markets, and no one seems to be listening, to 
the complaints ol the local producers. Even if local production is 
insufficient, there can he nn justification for allowing the imported 
IxuiaiKb to flood the local markets io the detriment of the local pro- 
ducers’ interests, continued the writer. The local bananas arc of 
good quality and sold for reasonable prices, but the producers are 
rinding it difficult to compete w ith the imported products and are 
frustrated because they cannot find buyers for their fruit in Jordan. 


Sunday’s Economic Pulse 


By Dr. Fahed Fanek 


Excessive dividends prevent internal growth j 


IN A report on “Arab Stock Markets,” ING Barings criti- 
cised the managers of Jordanian companies for their fail- 
ure to reinvest profits in businesses to expand and mod- 
ernise them. “Dividend payments", the reports says, “are 
key for local investors to determine investment in a com- 
pany, and a way for the owners of businesses to participate 
in profit growth.” “The result", concludes the report, is 
that because of lack of reinvestment, many Jordanian com- 
panies remain small." 

It is true that most shareholding companies give priority 
to declaring the highest dividend rates possible, while 
leaving the bare minimum to finance internal growth. Such 

companies are condemned tc* remain small. Their expan- 
sion needs external financing, either by floating more 
shares and bringing in more shareholders, or by borrowing 
from banks. 

The explanation of this phenomenon is that management 
tries to improve the price of shares in the market and to 
gain the image of a successful administration on the 
assumption that a higher dividend is an indicator of effi- 
cient management 

It is worth noting chat the rau'o of internal growth is not 
used in Jordan as one of the indicators that evaluate com- 
panies' performance. 

Instead of alleviating this problem, the Companies Law 


came to ac^ravate the situation. For some unknown rea- 
son, the law prevents companies from feeding more than 
20 per cent of the profits into their voluntary reserves. It 
prevents the accumulation of both compulsory' and volun- 
tary reserves from exceeding the historical paid up capital. 
It prevents retaining more than 50 per cent ot the profits, 
except with a specific approval of the annual general 
shareholders meeting. In summary, the law wants compa- 
nies to maximise distribution of profits as dividends and 
min imise retained income. 

The logic behind the law is that governments are short 
sighted. They want to create the feeling of success and 
economic prosperity by announcing higher dividends; they 
do not care about the future, thinking that the future will 
take care of itself. The end result is that Jordanian share- 
holding companies remain small and their number increas- 
es. We now have over ten pharmaceutical companies and 
some twenty’ insurance companies, because the older com- 
panies did not grow fast enough based on retained profits. 

Now we are in for a major blow. The government intends 
to remove the 15 per cent fee imposed by law on the cap- 
italisation of reserves. 

Most companies will immediately rush to distribute free 
shares to look successful and please the shareholders. The 
result is that the nominal paid-up capital will double while 


the actual shareholders' equity remains the same. What 
takes place is a mere accounting entry. But later on T man- 
agements will come under pressure to distribute a higher 
portion of the same profits, because dividends are normal- 
ly declared as a percentage of paid up capital. Reinvesting 
profits and internal growth will diminish even further. 

It is obvious that increasing the paid-up capital through 
capitalisation of reserves does not mean a new investment 
that deserves to be encouraged. The concerned company 
will reap no benefit whatsoever. The only result is creating 
a new burden, in having to distribute more from the same 
level of profits. International growth is the casualty. 

One could have understood the exemption of distribution 
of free shares from tax when cash dividends were tax 
exempt. However, now- that cash dividends are subject to 
10 per cent withholding tax. it is not understood why div- 
idends should be tax exempt if paid in kind rather than in 
cash. The recipients can readily convert their free shares 
into cash in the market and receive tax-exempt cash. 

Once the law is amended, management can distribute 
free shares at repeated intervals, keep shareholders happy, 
have the appearance of success, and leave the Ministry of 
Finance with an empty bag. 


East Timor: To peaceful self-determination in 3 stages | 


By Jose Ramos-Horta 

SYDNEY — Despite the 
oppression and suffering in 
the former Portuguese 
colony of East Timor since 
Indonesia's invasion nearly 
21 years ago, I and others 
leading the" movement that 
is resisting the Indonesian 
occupation continue to seek 
a peaceful settlement. 

We have tried to convince 
the government of 

President Suharto in Jakarta 
that its intransigence on 
East Timor will only pro- 
long conflict and instability 
in the region. 

Aware of Indonesia’s 
interests and the difficulties 
of abruptly reversing an 
illegal occupation, the 

National Council of 

Maubere Resistance, the 
umbrella organisation of 


the pro-independence 
forces, which I represent 
abroad, has proposed a 
three-phase peace plan. 

It is intended to assist the 
U.N. secretary-general, 
who has a mandate from 
the United Nations to find a 
solution to the East Timor 
conflict. The plan is in line 
with statements by East 
Timorese Catholic Bishop 
Carlos Belo. It could assist 
Jakarta in extricating itself 
from the East Timor quag- 
mire. 

Phase 1 (one to two 
years): 

Talks between Indonesia 
and Portugal under the aus- 
pices of the U.N. secretary- 
general. with East Timorese 
participation, to end armed 
activities in East Timor, 
release political prisoners: 
reduce Indonesian military 


personnel and civil ser- 
vants; remove armaments; 
expand activities by the 
International Committee of 
the Red Cross: carry out a 
population census: provide 
entry to U.N. specialised 
agencies working in the 
Fields of public health, 
development and environ- 
mental protection: restore 
all basic human rights: 
remove restrictions on the 
Portuguese and Tetum lan- 
guages: establish an 

independent human rights 
commission; appoint a resi- 
dent representative of the 
U.N. secretary-general in 
East Timor. 

In return, the East 
Timorese resistance forces 
would halt all hostilities 
against Indonesia and all 
acts that embarrass Jakarta. 

Phase 2 (five years from 


the end of Phase Ij: 

This would be a transition 
stage of autonomy in which 
East Timorese would gov- 
ern themselves democrati- 
cally through their local 
institutions. 

There would be a U.N.- 
supervised election for an 
assembly. Only East 
Timorese would be eligible 
to vote and be elected. The 
assembly would elect an 
East Timorese governor. 

Powers of the assembly 
would include legislation 
on investment, property, 
immigration and foreign 
trade. 

During Phase 2. all 
remaining Indonesian 
troops would withdraw, and 
there would be a further 
reduction in the number of 
Indonesian civil servants. 
The territory would have no 


army of its own. but a 
police force, organised by 
the United Nations, would 
be placed under the com- 
mand of the governor. 

Phase 2 could be extend- 
ed by mutual consent 
between Indonesia and the 
East Timorese population 
expressing its views 
through a referendum. 

Phase 3: A self-determi- 
nation referendum, under 
U.N. supervision, would be 
held within a year of the 
start of this phase. The pop- 
ulation could choose 
between free association 
with Indonesia, integration 
into Indonesia or indepen- 
dence. 

1 wrote personally to Mr. 
Suharto in March 1994 to 
give him an assurance thar 
we would scrupulously 
respect any choice freely 


made by the majority of the 
East Timorese people. 

We have tried repeatedly 
to open a dialogue with the 
Indonesian government on 
our peace plan. So far we 
have been ignored. 
Nonetheless, we remain 
open to talks. 

It is time for Indonesia to 
show courage and start a 
constructive and sincere 
dialogue to resolve the East 
Timor conflict and redress 
past mistakes. 

The writer was awarded the 
1996 Nobel Peace Prize, 
with Bishop Carlos Belo, 
for "work toward a just and 
peaceful solution " in East 
Timor. This article is 
reprinted from the 
International Herald 
Tribune. 


Arabs waylaid along the information superhighway 


Bv Gordon Robison 

HARDLY A week now passes 
in the Uniied States without the 
appearance of a major article 
on the next phase of the com- 
puter revolution and how it will 
aher_our lives. The marvel of 
the week constantly changes, 
but a few themes emerge con- 
sistently: the linking of people 
across barriers of distance, cul- 
ture and language; the ability 
of computers, through on-line 
networks, to put vast amounts 
of data at one's fingertips; the 
rising speed and falling price of 
computers themselves, and. 
most importantly, the inex- 
orable advance of computer 
technology to ■ ever broader 
strata of human society. 

P 

Through this process, indi- 
viduals will become “empow- 
ered” (the amorphous buzz- 
word of the moment) and the 
world will become a smaller, 
more peaceful, place os people 
build bridges to one another, 
and understanding among 
nations, by reaching out 
through their computer 
screens. 

There is. of course, a dark 
side to this vision. 
Commentators here speak of a 
country in which economic 
divisions will increasingly be 
defined in terms of access to 
information technology. Many 
are alarmed by the availability 
of pornography, hate literature 
and bomb-making 'instructions 
over the Internet. 

Another unpleasant aspect of 
this revolution, however, is 
only now beginning to receive 
some attention: the speed with 
which much of the developing 
world is being left behind. 
Recent coverage of this issue in 
the American press has focused 
on Africa, but the Arab Middle 
East, an area that includes 
some of the world's wealthiest 
countries, also leads any list of 
regions failing to make their 
way onto the information 
superhighway. 

The Arab World's challenges 
in the computer era break down 
into two categories: those that 
are structural, and those that 
are political. Barring a radical 
change in the mind-set of most 
people running Middle Eastern 
governments today, neither set 
of problems is likely to be 
comprehensively addressed in 
the near future. Structural 
problems range from the quali- 
ty of the telephone lines avail- 
able to the reliability of exist- 
ing computer services. At a 


more basic level, structural 
problems also encompass the 
affordability and availability of 
computer technology through- 
out the region. 

In many parts of the Arab 
World, including populous 
countries such as Egypt, tele- 
phone lines simply are not 
clear enough to hear computer 
traffic at the speeds that are the 
norm in the West. And things 
are getting worse. In 1990, 
while working as a foreign cor- 
, respondent in Egypt. I began 
using my laptop computer to 
file stories electronically. On a 
good day, I could transmit data 
to Britain or the U.S. at 2,400 
baud. More often I was forced 
to use the slower 1.200 baud 
rate to ensure that my material 
arrived at its destination ungar- 
bled. By the time I left Egypt in 
late 1994. it was the 1.200 baud 
rate that worked on a good dav. 
Most of the time I had to send 
material at the painfully slow 
speed of 300 baud. 

It is with this in mind that, to 
this day. I keep an ancient 
< 1 9SS — in the computer world 
that is ancients version of a 
communications programme 
on my laptop, which will run at 
300 baud. The standard speed 
for data communications in the 
U.S. and Europe is now either 
14.400 or 28,800 baud. Most 
communications software, and 
some modems, manufactured 
today either will not operate 
below 2.400 baud or have diffi- 
culty doing so. Such slow 
transmission results in. among 
other things, extremely high 
telephone bills, especially 
since many Arab countries 
either have no packet-switch- 
ing networks (low-cost local 
dial-ups) or have networks that 
frequently do not function 
properly. 

All this, however, is academ- 
ic if one cannot afford, or has 
no access to. a computer. Even 
in the rich countries of the 
Gulf, the offerings displayed in 
most computer stores are 
painfully out of date and priced 
beyond thj? reach of most. The 
software and accessories avail- 
able in much of the region ore 
equally antiquated. The result 
is that even if one has the 
money For a computer, it may 
prove impossible to connect 
that machine to a phone net- 
work. Outside Dubai, which 
has a fairly competitive market 
for computers, up-to-date 
equipment is often prohibitive- 
ly expensive. Obtaining service 


for a broken machine can be 
difficult if not impossible. 

Political barriers 

Some of these problems are 
difficult to address quickly or 
cheaply — upgrading a coun- 
try's telecommunications net- 
work is a project that goes far 
beyond the specific needs or 
desires of computer users — 
but several steps could easily 
make the technology more 
widely available. A good start 
would be to lower the high tax 
and tariff barriers that often 
make consumer electronics 
prohibitively expensive 

throughout the Arab World. 
But this raises the question of 
the political barriers computer 
technology faces. There are a 
few Arab governments that do 
not place obstacles in the way 
of citizens who wish to own a 
computer and hook it up to a 
telephone line (the UAE is one 
admirable case in point). 

Few things are more indica- 
tive of Arab governments’ fear 
and distrusr of their own citi- 
zens than this desire to control 
access to the outside world. 
Where Western legislators are 
animated by the availability of 
pornography and bomb-build- 
ing instructions on the Internet. 
Middle Eastern governments 
evince a broader set of fears. 
Public statements usually take 
the form of calls to withstand 
cultural imperialism and 
threats to Islamic culture. Still, 
one often has the impression 
that Middle Eastern govern- 
ments are mainly concerned 
about their citizens having 
unfettered access to the inter- 
national wire services and 
other uncensored news outlets 
or the ability to exchange infor- 
mation with people (including, 
possibly, exiled dissidents) and 
human rights organisations in 
other countries. 

For authoritarian govern- 
ments, allowing people open 
access to computer networks is 
a threat at least comparable in 
its gravity to the threat many in 
the region see from satellite 
television. Affordable laptop 
computers are a secret police- 
man’s nightmare. Satellite TV 
is feared by some Arab govern- 
ments. officially, because it 
may corrupt traditional values. 
While this may be genuinely 
felt in some quarters, it is fair 
to assume that many regimes 
are more worried about allow- 
ing their citizens access to 


uncensored information than 
they are about the strip-tease 
game shows that appear on 
some satellite channels. Some 
countries have banned satellite 
dishes (with varying degrees of 
success) and others, including 
Egypt and Saudi Arabia, hope 
to set up systems (hat will 
allow foreign satellite channels 
into homes and offices only 
after the programme stream has 
passed through a government- 
controlled filter. 

Computers pose a security 
threat that is not so easily con- 
tained. The Egyptian govern- 
ment has made a great effort 
over the last two years to cut 
off the access of Islamist mili- 
tants to incoming faxes from 
supporters overseas, but it will 
be much more difficult to stop 
computer messages. These can 
be dropped in an electronic 
mailbox for pick-up whenever, 
and from wherever, the recipi- 
ent finds sufficient time (and 
privacy) to dial up the system. 
Ever longer computer battery 
life and advances in wireless 
communications technology 
will give dissidents, whether 
violent or not, the ability to 
roam ever further afield and 
still keep in touch. 

Fears about security 

This cannot be a pleasant 
thought either for the 
Mukhabarat sitting in their 
fortress on Lazghcli Street in 
central Cairo, or for their coun- 
terparts in Damascus. Baghdad 
or any number' of other Arab 
capitals. 

Ultimately, staunching the 
flow of technology into the 
region is a self-defeating 
proposition. As was the case 
with fax machines a few years 
ago. the people that govern- 
ments least want to have the 
devices will get hold of them 
one way or another. It is ordi- 
nary citizens who suffer when 
access to new technology is 
denied or made unnecessarily 
expensive. Those with a lot of 
money and access to interna- 
tional phone lines can get 
around the system by dialling 
into computer networks in 
other countries. Egypt, for all 
its vast potential and the abili- 
ties of its scholars, has only a 
handful -of-iinks to the Internet. 
Egyptnet, the Cairo-based 
packer-switching network 
which supposedly provides 
access to various international 
computer links, has long been a 
bad joke. When I worked as a 


journalist in Cairo. 1 often had 
to use Israelnei in Tel Aviv to 
file my stories. All those long- 
distance calls were expensive, 
but at least the system worked. 

This highlights one of the small 
ironies of ihe Arab regimes' securi- 
ty fixation regarding computers: 
Israel. a country which is hardly 
cavalier about its own security, 
does not share their paranoia. 
Israel is home to one of memory- 
chip giant Intel's major manufac- 
turing plants. Ft has an extensive 
software industry, and reportedly 
one of the highest rates of comput- 
er ownership per capita in the 
world. 

The lesson ought to be that it is 
possible to keep tabs on your citi- 
zens but still allow them access to 
enough information to make up 
tbeir own minds about things. 

The fear throughout the Middle 
East is that the region will fail to 


i keep up with the- rest of the world 
developmen tally and technologi- 
cally — that the Arab Wo rid will 
be left behind. This fear is valid, 
and it will exist until the people 
who run the Arab World manage to 
reconcile their security fears with 
the requirements of the modem 
world they profess to wish to enter. 
That the rules of entry and access 
are set by the West, largely accord- 
ing to its own cultural, social and^ 
political standards, may be unfair, - 
but it happens to be the way things 
are. 

Nobody in the Western comput- 
er industry is waiting around for 
the Arabs to moke up tbeir minds 
about whether, and on what terms, 
they want to join the informadon 
revolution. 8the late 20th centu- 
ry's haves and have-nots grows 
wider. 

Middle East International 
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TV should also entertain 

To the Editor; 

I AM at a loss to understand why it was decided to stoc 
the senes “The Bold and the Beautiful” at the end of the 
current month although I am sure that the responsible 
start at Jordan Television is well aware that it is one ol 
the shows most favoured on JTV and appreciated by the 
local and foreign viewers. 

The argument that it was stopped because it is very 
expensive and the JTV cannot afford to meet the cos! 
“5Jf' of t be accepted for several reasons. 

The fact that the film is very expensive must have 
been knownnght from the beginning. If the cost was 
more than JTV could afford, why hire it from the ont- 

M^y viewers believe that the extra cost incurred was 

c ° vei J d b y toe extra fees charged for the 
advertisements shown during the show. 

J* miUriS 1 u f nfaiT ' 0n toe pan of JTV, to stop the film in 
% and dLIyed 0WlnS - V ' ewers are disappoint- 

aijVhsvfriJf 16 c ^ c umstances. I sincerely hope that the 

dSSTLTSf 1 thC 5* wou Id reconsider their 
who alwavs wU1 towards toe viewers, 

grammes y PpreuaIed Md respected the JTV pro- 

to^^S n0t em P hasise to this connection 

‘ S ‘ raea " S for Nation, just as it is 

Juliana Ib rahim AI Khalil? 

Amman . 

fion/^ts Baders ' eIcornes letters and contributions 

Utters intended for puhlicarin^ J hey Wish to 
tain the writer ho * e '' er ' should con- 

well. Names can be wUhhrid* P 7 ferabl ? addre5S " 
under special citvumsenn^l 0nly up ° n r€, P iest ^ 
ing. The Sltb j* CI r ° ^ 

unused manuscripts. es P°nsible for the return of 
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■>. pa\d up capital t '■ ^ 
** l! diminish even . ClnVfc ‘>H 

" S U,tf P“ lli -up ca P i^ r 
«n iurt mean a n - ; ^ 

l - cJ ril - 

*" I-"-- «*h rc.,1, ,> 

dwinhuie more trfl J\ LT ^ 

llSMWLhi- thjf , l % 

^thec\cn«p t i, inold ^ 

"" di 'w«Hk He "' 
t aasn 7*1 

.. U K n-*t 

'“ !1 ’ their tr J T 

U.'.-excrnpi a - h '^ 

rw,5s - ^ v ? v hareh.',l.j n ' > t^ 

.*■'“■ ■ raJ b '=fcsii 



n 

* f , 


i 

.1 

■■ »i 


i\v 


i . ■ 


l:V- IHjj,j n] . K 

:s-’-k ir,r.j Kp, 

; V:| ~ ^l-suc* 

1 ‘" — " “■■ = i,4 Trr,mtE 
."■ r'vd.r pLi, 3<l]d 

' * ^ c ' n iSih- 

\i I 1 ' ■» 'I- I - . 

i* I ' *■ M h ■ 

•■v r? 

: ; v:i :■■ =Jk, 

:'"f ln.J..ne:i 
'"-iraec and jr 

u \ i; J-,j 

...... .... ... :hj;. 

: : : -■ 4r«j V- 


• » 


*■ ■: u r 


w -r . 


. p n: * : 




* r - - •:• > 

M 

■ 

• r 


rhiahwai 



Features/News 


Jordan Times, Sunday, October 20, 1996 


/ 



Women tortured in Egypt war on militants 



Amal Farouk reunited with her children after her ordeal at the hands of police 


“1 am against violence 


By Shyam Bhatia 

AMAL FAROUK’S 
screams keep her three chil- 
dren, mother and neigh- 
bours awake every nisht. If 
she falls asleep, the night- 
mare returns and she wakes 
screaming: “No, please. I 
beg you, keep your hands 
off me, don’t rape me!” 
Amal, 28. is one of many 
Egyptian women taken 
hostage and tortured by the 
authorities to collect evi- 
dence against men in their 

families, suspected Muslim 

militants. 

The government’s new 
strategy of targeting 
women, officials admit pri~ 
vately. is an unpleasant 
price to be paid in the all- 
out war against Islamic ter- 
rorists. The deliberate 
degradation of women by 
arrest, torture and sexual 
abuse is intended to break 
the spirit of male militants 
seeking to overthrow the 
government of Hosni 
Mubarak. 

“In our culture, the humil- 
iation of a wife or morher 
or sister will break a man's 
back,” says Dr. Aida Seif Ai 
Dow la. a psychiatrist from 
the Cairo Centre for the 
Management and Rehabili- 
tation of Victims of Vio- 
lence, who confirms that 
women related to Islamic 
activists have been taken 
hostage and tortured. 

Amal was arrested only 
hours after police captured 
her husband, Ahmad AJ 
Sayid, who is now serving 
a 25-year sentence for an 
assassination attempt on 
Egypt's minister of infor- 
mation. 

“In the beginning the 
interrogators were nice to 
me.” she said. “They want- 
ed me to appear on televi- 
sion to condemn my hus- 
band as a lunatic and wife- 
beater. When I refused, 
they turned ugly. 

“First they mocked me 
for wearing a veil. Then 
they blindfolded me. 
stripped me down to my 
underwear and bung^m^ by 
my hands from a hook in 
the ceiling. There were at 
least seven men in the room 
and some of them were 
telling me bow much they 
would enjoy rapping me. 

“As they taunted me. they 
whipped me with cable 
wire, kicked me in the 
stomach and sliced open 
my back with razors. This 
lasted for more than two 
hours. While I was in this 
room. I could hear my hus- 
band screaming in pain. It 
was obvious that they were 
torturing him.” 

Amal said that the follow- 


ing day an officer named 
Mahmoud Hosny had taken 
her to another room and 
stripped her naked. "He 
told me I should divorce 
my husband and remarry. 
He said the government 
would pay me a lor of 
money if I signed a confes- 
sion implicating my hus- 
band as a terrorist. 

"When 1 refused, he 
brought in another man and 
told him. 'This bitch is all 
yours. Rape her.’” When 
the man began to undress. 
Amal shouted. “Okay, 
okay, I will sign anything 
you want." Nine days later 
she was released without 
charge. 

Weeks later. Amal asked 
permission to attend her 
husband’s trial in a military' 
court — she wanted to tell 
the judges that her confes- 
sion had been extorted 
under torture. Her request 
was denied for “security 
reasons." but the judge's 
later announced that they 
had accepted her written 
statement to the police. 

Amal’s lawyer, Montaser 
Zayat, subsequently filed a 
complaint against her inter- 
rogators with the Ministry 
of the Interior. The authori- 
ties responded by despatch- 
ing a police squad to take 
.Amal back into detention. 
They told her that she was 
being punished for trying to 
bring the police into disre- 
pute. 

“She was held for 10 
days, during which she was 
brutally tortured.” said 
Zayat. “They wanted her to 
withdraw her complaint 
and to say that it was all 
lies. They used electric 
shocks and one of the inter- 
rogators sexually abused 
her.” 

On her release she had to 
be hospitalised for two 
weeks and received psychi- 
atric care. 

“I am 66 years old and I 
have never seen such sav- 
agery' in my life,” says 
Amal’s mother, Um 
Mohammad, a retired civil 
servant who divorced her 
husband when she discov- 
ered that he was a police 
informer. “What they are 
doing to these women is not 
only against Islam, it is also 
against human rights.” 

Um Mohammad is now 
nursing her daughter and 
her six-year-old grandson. 
Mohammad, whose teeth 
were broken when he tried 
to prevent police from tak- 
ing away his mother. 

“The officer who came to 
our house kicked him in the 
mouth," says Um Moham- 
mad. “There was blood 
everywhere because most 


of his teeth were smashed. 
They refused to take him to 
hospital.” 

Zayat said the govern- 
ment strategy will backfire. 
"By holding women as 
hostages, the police are 
inviting more violence, and 
even retaliation. Some 
police officers have been 
assassinated after being 
accused of torturing the 
wives and sisters of Muslim 
fundamentalists. 

‘These Islamic groups 
have a special sensitivity 
when it comes to women. 
As far as they are con- 
cerned, women represent a 
red line that should not be 
crossed.” 

Zayat and his Egyptian 
lawyer colleagues say the 
harassment of women has 
increased in the past two 
years. They accuse the gov- 
ernment of misusing emer- 
gency regulations which 
allow the authorities to hold 
suspects for six months 
without trial. 

Jihan Ibrahim Abdul 
Hamid, a mother of three, 
has been in detention since 
August 1994. She claims 
that her only “crime" is her 
husband's alleged involve- 
ment in the assassination of 
Dr. Faras Foda. Egypt’s 
most outspoken critic of 
Islamic terrorists. 

Mrs. Abdul Hamid is 
accused of helping her hus- 
band, Abu Alla Abed 
Rabbo, but the authorities 
have never brought her 
before a judge. Police offi- 
cials have told the Observer 
she is suspected of hiding 
weapons. 

When a civil court 
ordered her release earlier 
this year. Mrs. Abdul 
Hamid was transferred 
from the AJ Kanater 
women's prison to police 
headquarters in Cairo. 
There she was served with 
a new detention order valid 
for a further six months. 
The Cairo Centre for 
Women's Legal Aid has 
since written to the minister 
of the interior asking for 
her immediate -refease. 

“We believe there is no 
justification for Jihad's 
continued captivity,” said 
spokeswoman Izzah 

Suleiman. “We are very 
concerned at this phenome- 
non of increased state vio- 
lence against women. I 
have met three other 
women who had miscarried 
as a result of physical and 
psychological torture. This 
has got to stop.” 

One of the women who 
miscarried was 24-year-old 
Fatima Muawad, the wife 
of Safwat, one of the lead- 
ers of the Gamayat 


Islaymia Fundamentalist 
Movement. Muawad was 
three months pregnant 
when she was arrested and 
taken to the Abdin police 
station in Cairo. A medical 
report provided by her 
lawyer confirms that she 
had lost her baby os a result 
of being kicked repeatedly 
in the stomach. Like many 
others, she was never for- 
mally charged. Police told 
her she would remain in 
prison until her fugitive 
husband had been arrested. 

Earlier this year, police 
arrested 12 other women 
for similar reasons in 
Cairo’s Ain Shams district. 
Witnesses say most were 
led away in their “immod- 
est” night shifts. 

“Some of these women, 
w hose ages range from 21 
to 55, were kicked in the 
stomach and face, and hung 
upside down at the police 
station," says Zayat "We 
have established that police 
General Fadi Habashi per- 
sonally supervised their 
interrogation. They were all 
wives, mothers or sisters of 
suspected Muslim funda- 
mentalists. 

“We have now filed an 
official complaint against 
this general, with support- 
ing medical reports and 
affidavits. The Ministry of 
the Interior has promised an 
investigation, but so far no 
disciplinary action has been 
taken.” 

Ministry officials blame 
fundamentalists for involv- 
ing their women. “Many of 
these women have been 
officially recruited to the 
so-called jihad (holy war)." 
a senior security officer 
said. “We have even dis- 
covered that some of them 
actively participated in ter- 
rorist attacks, including fir- 
ing at policemen and plant- 
ing bomb . 

“They are also used for 
surveillance, intelligence- 
gathering and carrying 
messages for their hus- 
bands. In some cases, they 
even dress in the latest 
Western fashions to avoid 
arousing suspicion." 

Police sources claim that 
most of the women in 
detention have been trained 
to use firearms. When 
police raided a fundamen- 
talist hideout in the upper 
Egyptian city of Asyut, 
wives joined their husbands 
in returning fire. The nine- 
hour battle ended with the 
death of Ahmad Zaki 
Sharif, one of Egypt’s most 
wanted tenon sts. 

Two months ago the wife 
of another wanted man, 
Ahmad Abdul Rahim 
Hasan, opened fire with an 


automatic rifle from her 
balcony when police tried 
to arrest her husband at 
their Cairo home. Both 
were shot and killed by the 
police. 


and I have never taken part 
in *any tenorist act.” says 
Amal Farouk. “Don't 
believe the government 
when they say women are 


being recruited by the 
Islamic movement. What 
they will not tell you is that 
women are not accepted as 
members of Islamic groups. 
Our role, according to the 


Holy Book, is to look after 
our children and our fami- 
lies. Nothing can break us.“ 


The Observer 
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Palestinian-Israeli 
committees meet 


(Continued from page 1) 

the negotiations to succeed. 

The ~ statement also 
accused Israel of fomenting 
rumours that the Palestini- 
ans had caused delays. 

“The signature of an 
agreement in principle (on 
Hebron) is near and should 
be achieved in the coming 
days.” Israeli chief negotia- 
tor Dan Shomron told jour- 
nalists. 

The two weeks of talks 
broke off Friday without an 
agreement but with all 
sides reporting progress on 
the central issue of Israel's 
long- delaved withdrawal 

from the West Bank town 
of Hebron. 

Mr. Asfour also acknowl- 
edged progress but 
expressed dismay that an 
agreement could not be 

finalised. 

"Everything is close, but 
when will we sign?” he 
said “With the Israeli side, 
from our experience you 
can’t know until the signing 
itself." 

U.S. mediator Dennis 
Ross said: “We will contin- 
ue these discussions until 
we reach agreement as 
soon as possible on 
Hebron, that is the first pri- 
ority, but we will discuss 
other issues as well." 

“We had good and pro- 
ductive discussions, we 
have narrowed differences 
and progress has been 
made, but there is still work 
to be done and we have not 


overcome all the differ- 
ences.” 

The difficult talks have 
focused on Israeli demands 
that the Oslo blueprint for 
withdrawal of its army 
from 80 per cent of Hebron 
be amended to provide 
greater security guarantees 
for 400 Jewish settlers liv- 
ing amid the city's 120,000 
Palestinians. 

Palestinians say Israel’s 
security concerns are base- 
less since the Oslo agree- 
ment would grant it control 
over one-fifth of the city 
even though Jews make up 
less than one per cent of the 
population. They have 
however offered a strength- 
ening of security guaran- 
tees already in the accords. 

The Palestinians also 
want Hebron resolved in a 
package deal involving 
implementation of other 
issues left outstanding from 
Oslo. 

These include the release 
of Palestinian prisoners, the 
opening of safe passage- 
ways from self-rule areas in 
the West Bank and Gaza 
Strip, authorisation to open 
a Palestinian airport in 
Gaza and the extension of 
autonomy to West Bank 
rural areas. 

The United States bro- 
kered the talks, launched 
Oct. 6, in a bid to rescue 
the peace process after the 
worst Israel-Palestinian 
clashes in 30 years left over 
80 dead late last month. 



Chirac begins 
Mideast visit 
seeking to boost 
European role 
in peace proces 


(Continued from page 1) 

its isolation in the after- 
math of the 1991 Gulf war. 
While it rallied behind the 
U.S. at the time, France 
was left out afterwards and 
its role was marginalised in 
the international arena. 
With the comeback of the 
rightwing into power, 
France seems more than 
ever inclined towards rein- 
stating its Gaullist policies 
towards the Arab World. 

President Chirac, who 
won the French presidency 
after losing two bids, is 
definitely a determined 
person. His intent on 
restoring credibility and 
confidence of French’s role 
in the Middle East was 
clearly evident. 

In a period of two 
months. President Chirac 
received the leaders of 
Saudi Arabia. Egypt, 
Kuwait, Qatar, the United 
Arab Emirates, Syria and 
Jordan as well as Palestin- 
ian President Yasser Arafat. ■ 

Contrary to his predeces- 
sor, the late President Fran- 
cois Mitterrand, whose 
first visit after taking office 
was to Israel, President 
Chirac’s first formal .visit 
outside Europe was to 
Morocco and was followed 
by several visits to other 
Arab countries. 


Masood-Dostum forces seize 

■ 

Bagram airfield, key town 


(Continued from page 1) 

mined the area around the 
planes, making it impossible 
to approach them for closer 
inspection. 

Although reporters saw the 
bodies of two dead TaJeban 
fighters on the runway, the 
base itself bore little evidence 
of the fierce rocket and 
artillery ban-age from 
Masood and Dostum forces 
which finally dislodged the 
Taleban shortly after dark on 
Friday evening. 

Most of the fighting appar- 
ently occurred along trench 
lines at the perimeter of the 
sprawling facility. 

Bagram town, also undam- 
aged, was occupied by gov- 
ernment troops, as were the 
junctions for the old and new 
roads south to Kabul. 

Qara Bagh. about 45 kilo- 
metres north of Kabul and 
south of the Bagram junction 
on the old road, was also 
firmly in Lhe hands of 
Masood's forces. 

“We captured Qara Bagh 
last night at about (wo 
o’clock in the morning. We 
came with three tanks and 
600 men and Taleban with- 
drew without a fight," said 
beaming Karim Mohab Rah- 
man. Mr. Masood's comman- 
der in the area. 

“We captured three tanks, 
six trucks and a lot of ammu- 
nition. Now we are ready to 
push them out of Kabul.” 

It appeared on Saturday 
afternoon that TaJeban troops 
were trying to form a new 
defensive line about 10 kilo- 


metres south of Qara Bagh on 
Lhe old road to Kabul and 
about the same distance south 
of Bagram on the new road. 

The crackle of small arms 
and machine-gun fire were 
audible as was the thump of 
an occasional mortar bomb 
impact. 

Reporters saw additional 
government men and equip- 
ment rushing south towards 
the front to reinforce their 
overnight successes. 

Tanks swarming with 
Masood men churned 
towards Qara Bagh on the old 
road. They were accompa- 
nied by vans and buses full of 
soldiers and truck-mounted 
anti-aircraft machine-guns 
and multi pie-barrelled rocket 
launchers. 

The capture of Bagram and 
Qara Bagh has shown (hat the 
combined forces of Mr. 
Masood and Gen. Dostum 
would be a match for Tale- 
ban. 

Mr. Masood. at one time the 
government defence minister, 
and Gen. Dostum, an inde- 
pendent military power who 
has been Mr. Masood’s some- 
time rival and enemy, have 
joined to confront the com- 
mon threat they perceive 
from Taleban forces who cap- 
tured Kabul three weeks ago. 

Ultra-conservative in their 
interpretation of Islam, large- 
ly Pashtun in their ethnic 
makeup and alleged to be 
deeply in the pocket of neigh- 
bouring Pakistan. TaJeban 
have earned the ire of Mr. 
Masood's nonhem Tajiks and 
Gen. Dostum's Uzbeks. 



KDP advances 


(Continued from page 1) 

ably in Turkey — to try and 
hammer out an end to the lat- 
est conflict between the two 
Kurdish groups. 

Mr. Barzani on Thursday 
raised the stakes of the peace 
bid by threatening to call on 
help from Iraqi President 
Saddam Hussein against 
Jalal Talabani’s PUK. 

The opposition Iraqi 
National Congress (INC) 
said Mr. Barzuni had sent 
high-ranking envoy Fadhil 
Mirani to Baghdad on 
Wednesday “to study with 
the authorities ways to con- 
solidate the military situa- 
tion after recent gains made 
by the PUK,” un INC state- 
ment said. 

In Friday’s fighting, the 
PUK bombarded the village 

•to 

of Harcer. some SO kilome- 
tres north of Sakihuddin. 
killing five civilians includ- 
ing three children, residents 
said. Six people were 
injured, a KDP spokesman 
said. 

The PUK was not immedi- 
ately available for comment. 

Washington has said it now 
will evacuate hundreds of 
Kurds who worked for U.S.- 
affiliated organisations in 
northern Iraq, nominally 
under Western protection 
since the end of the 1991 
Gulf war. 

“They should cross around 
lunchtime today. They’ will 
eventually go to (the Pacific 
island of) Guam,” a Turkish 
border official said. He put 
the total number of evacuees, 
including family members, 
at 730. * 


The U.S. evacuated more 
than 2.000 Kurds, including 
family, who had worked for 
them as drivers, translators, 
guides, computer operators 
and reportedly even as spies, 
after Baghdad intervened in 
iasr month's fighting. 

The KDP official in 
SalahuUdin said the party’s 
Peshmerga guerrillas aimed 
to surround Sulaimaniyeh by 
taking towns around the city 
before closing in for the final 
kill. 


(Continued from page 1} 
properry. 

“The troublemakers are a 
small minority known to 
the authorities and measures 
are being taken to prevent 
them from entering the 
Sports City grounds,"'added 
Mr. Daoudieh. The Ministry 
of Youth will adopt mea- 
sures rr» ensure the safety 
of spectators and the pro- 
tection of sports facilities 


(Continued from page 1} 
during the June-Julv presi- 
dential elections in which 
communist challenger Gen- 
nady Zyuganov received 
only a smattering of cover- 
age. nearly all of it hostile. 

Most observers agree the 
crucial element will be the 
timing of the next presiden- 
tial elections. 

If Mr. Yeltsin is forced to 
step down, or dies, in the 
near future. Mr. Lebed has 
a good chance of winning. 
But if Mr. Yeltsin holds out 


The capture of Ranya and 
attack on Chuman was part 
of a strategy to assault a 
series of positions near the 
Iranian border to cut off the 
PUK from what the KDP 
says are its Iranian allies. 

The Kurds broke from 
Baghdad at the end of Lhe 
1991 Gulf war and set up a 
power-sharing parliament in 
Erbil. The area is essentially 
off-limits to the Baghdad 
government because of a 
U.S.-led air operation to pro- 
tect the Kurds in the coun- 
try's north. 


and private property, he 
said. 

He said that if need be the 
government will prevent 
any soccer club from play- 
ing at the King Hussein 
Sports City 1 if its manage- 
ment fails (o control sup- 
porters. He said the clubs 
should also launch public 
awareness campaigns 
against incitement to vio- 
lence. 


for his full four-year term, 
ending in 2000. Mr. Lebed’s 
appeal will fade. 

“Clearly his actions were 
based on him waiting for 
elections to take place not 
in 2000 but day by day,*' 
Moskovskv Komsomolets 
wrote. 

“This is explained by his 
paratroopers’ mentality — 
you take an objective and 
hold it for two hours until 
support comes, in this case 
the voters." it said. 


Kabariti visits riot-hit stadium 


Kremlin hopes for calm 
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Palestinians appeal 
for $865 million 

in aid next year 


GAZA CITY (.AFP) — 
Yasser Arafat's Palestinian 
National Authority (PNA) 
called Friday For $S65 mil- 
lion in aid next year to 
finance Jon^-rerm infra- 
structure projects. 

Nabil Shaath, 

international cooperation 
minister, told a meeting 
here of Palestinian officials 
and foreign donors that the 
money would go towards 
new roads, public buildings 
and the construction of an 
airport in the Gaza Strip. . 

At the meeting, the U.N. 
special coordinator for the 
Palestinian territories. Teije 
Larsen, also expressed con- 
cern at the state of the 
Palestinian economy. 

“The overall trend is wor- 


rying," Mr. Larsen said, 
adding that the Palestini- 
ans' gross national product 
had fallen by 16 per cent 
since 1992. 

The Palestinians say their 
economy has suffered 
because of a number of 
security closures imposed 
by Israel on its borders with 
the West Bank and Gaza 
Strip in recent years. 

International donors have 
given the Palestinians SI 
billion in aid since the 
launch of self-rule in 1994 
and have pledged another 
bill ion dollars. 

Donor countries, the 
World Bank and the PNA 
are to meet in Paris’ next 
month to fix the level of aid 
for 1997. 


Lebanon central 
bank cuts economic 
growth estimate 


BEIRUT (R) — Lebanon's 
economic growth will fall to 
4.5 per cent in 1996 from an 
earlier-expected 7.5 per cent 
partly due to a 17-day Israeli 
blitz on the country in April, 
central bank deputy gover- 
nor Nasser Saidi was quoted 
on Monday as saying. 

“We had estimated that 
growth would be 1-15 per 
cent this year, but as a result 
of the (Israeli) aggressions 
the growth rate wall reach 4- 
4.5 per cent Mr. Saidi told 
die Beirut daily newspaper 
An Nahar in an interview. 

Lebanon's estimated gross 
domestic product (GDP) 
growth in 1995 was seven 
per cent 

Mr. Saidi said the growth 
rate for 1996 would also fell 
due to economic reasons, 
including the curfent decline 
in construction ' activity 1 in 
Lei--:: on. : 

“During the past years, 
there was a phenomenon of 
increasing growth in the 
construction sector and it 
was natural that this would 
recede, which negatively 
affects the economy and 
makes us reach low levels of 
growth." h. said. 

' “It was natural that the 
growth rate would fall a lit- 
tle, but the Israeli aggres- 


sions lowered this rate to 
lower than what was expect- 
ed," he said. 

Lebanese economists also 
blame high interest rates on 
government treasury bills 
for crowding out the private 
sector and stifling economic 
growth. 

Fransabank. a leading 
Beirut bank, said in August 
1996 growth would be near- 
ly 3-4 per cent, compared 
with seven per cent in 1995. 
due to the Israeli blitz. 
According to official esti- 
mates the blitz caused dam- 
age worth $500 million. 

Mr. Saidi stud Lebanon 
needed about $60 billion 
over the next 10 years to 
build its economy “meaning-, 
we will. hav.e to attract capi.-: 
tal and to borrow.. .Lebanon 
needs to make use of outside 
funds to build its economy." 

Two-thirds of the amount 
was needed by the private 
sector, he said. 

Meanwhile, international 
and Arab organisations have 
granted $82 milli on in loans 
to modernise the Lebanese 
administration. Administra- 
tive Reform Minister Anour 
Ai Khalil said. 


Yemen plans to retire over 35,000 civil servants 


SANAA (R) — Yemen 
plans to retire over 35,000 
civil servants under IMF-, 
agreed economic reforms, 
an official said Saturday. 

“We are working on plans 
to retire over 35,000 people 
who either reached 60 
years of age or have been 
"working for the govern- 
ment for over 35 years,” 
said the ministry of labour 
and social development 
official who requested 
anonymity. 

In the past, the impover- 
ished Arab state never 
observed such service regu- 
lations, economists said. 

The public sector 
employs between 650,000 
to 700,000 people — 
excluding army ana police 
personnel, they added 

Yemen has raised prices 
of fuel and electricity, water 
and telephone rates as part 
of an economic reform plan 
- launched in March 1995 in 
agreement with the World 
B~ank and the International 
Monetary Fund flMFj. 

Unemployment, which 
stood at between 30 and 50 
per cent in 1994, dropped 
to 25 per cent since it began 
the reforms. 

Meanwhile, impover- 
ished Yemen pins high 
hopes on a new free trade 
zone and improved ties 
with oil-rich Saudi Arabia 
to salvage an ailing econo- 
my. 

But analysts say the eco- 


nomic hardships are more 
complex than can be cured 
by a simple face-lift and 
will require years of fiscal, 
administrative and other 
reforms. 

“Launching the free zone 
project in Aden is an indi- 
cation of political stability 
and security,” Dirhim 
Noman, deputy chief of 
Yemen Free Zone Public 
Authority, told Reuters. 

“The free zone will have a 
positive impact on Yemen's 
national economy and put 
Yemen on the map - of 
international trading 
routes.” be said. 

Yemen hopes revenue 
from the 5500 million zone 
which was launched last 
month would grow to $5 
billion after three years of 
operations from $1 million 
in the first year. 

The zone just outside the 
Red Sea's southern 
entrance is expected to start 
operation in 1999. Officials 
say it could attract $1 bil- 
lion in badly-needed for- 
eign investments. 

After extensive damage in 
the 1994 civil war. Yemen 
is also in the process of 
upgrading its only oil refin- 
ery in Aden, once a flour- 
ishing Arab port 

Analysts said the revival 
of Aden, the economic cap- 
ital, and tbe possible 
resumption of Saudi benev- 
olence is part of a treatment 
but not a cure for years of 


rivalries, wars, natural dis- 
asters, mismanagement of 
the economy and huge sub- 
sidies. 

“The project is one step 
in the right direction.” said 
a Dubai-based financial 
analyst. 

Yemen, one of the Arab 
World’s poorest states 
despite its recent joining of 
the elite dub of oil 
exporters, is currently 
implementing the second 
phase of wide reforms 
agreed with the IMF and 
the World Bonk. 

Yemen forecasts a 1996 
budget deficit of 1 S 1 .41 bil- 
lion riyals ($1.39 billion), 
3.8 per cent of the gross 
domestic product, and said 


it hoped the Paris dub of 
creditor nations will allow 
it to reschedule 60 per cent 
of its $8.2 billion debt- 

The independent produc- 
er pumps about 350,000 
barrels a day and industry’ 
sources say Yemen is cur- 
rently amending produc- 
tion- sharing agreements to 
attract more international 
interest in exploration to 
raise output 

Officials have said that 
the success of reform pro- 
gramme and attempts to 
bridge a $900 million gap 
in the balance of payments 
depends on donor states 
and intematiool organisa- 
tions. 

Yemeni officials also said 


they hoped aid and invest- 
ments would follow a land- 
mark visit in August by 
Saudi Defence Minister 
Prince Sultan which 
appeared to pul an end to 
years of tension, mistrust 
and recent border dashes. 

Economic hardships for 
the population of 16.6 mil- 
lion. worsened when .Arab 
Gulf allies cut off crucial 
financial aid when Yemen 
appeared to side with Iraq 
during the 1990-91 Gull 

crisis. 

Some one million Yemeni 
workers, with annual remit- 
tances of about $1 billion, 
were expelled from Saudi 
.Arabia and neighbouring 
.Arab Gulf states. Yemen 


also lost around SI 00 mil- 
lion a year of Saudi aid 

prior to the Gulf crisis. 

Yemen suffered a further 
setback in 1 994 when after 
four years of unity the For- 
mer Marxist southern state 
launched a failed bid to 
revive South Yemen. North- 
ern forces crushed the 
attempt in a two- mo nth 
civil war which cost $11 

billion.Yemen : s economy 

suffered a further blow in 
June when the worst floods 
in three decades . caused 
damage estimated at $1.2 
billion to homes, electricity 
networks and other installa- 
tions. - 


Egypt says only 
CAP prevents 
trade deal with EU 


CAIRO (R) — Egypt’s 
chief negotiator with the 
European Union (EU) has 
said that the only obstacle 
to a partnership agreement 
was what he called Euro- 
pean worship of the EU's 
common agricultural policy 

(CAP).- 

’ ; Assistant foreign minister 
Gamal Bayoumi told 
Reuters that Egypt’s nego- 
tiations with the EU were 
“90 per cent done” but both 
sides were still wrangling 
about the * 15- member 
bloc's stand on agricultural 
imports. 

‘The EU has created a 
God that they pray to called 
the CAP which they feed 
every year with more than 
$70 billion and it has a lot 
of believers," he said. 


THE Daily Crossword 




ACROSS 
1 Swiftly 
6 Fastener 
10 Young horse 

14 Relating to 
structure 

15 Sheep shelter 

16 Helmet wreath 

17 Feather 

1 3 Sounds of 
laughter 

19 Deck post 

20 Leg-o’-mutton, 

e -9- 

22 Tree with a 
whitish wood 
24 Tra — 

26 Metal marble 

27 Food-serving 
hour 

31 Scepter 

32 Hardy or North 

33 Foreigner 
35 Kimono sash 

38 Radames' 
beloved 

39 Dwarflike 
creature 

40 River to the 
Baltic 

41 London repast 

42 Viniculturist’s 
fruit 

43 Without help 

44 The gums 

45 Whatnots 

47 Certain cleanser 
5T Pond plant 

52 Smoking pipe 
54 Detective Lupin 

of fiction 

53 To — , and a 
bone..-” 

59 Natterjack 

61 Book of maps 

62 Certain fruit 

63 Border lake 

64 Condescend 

65 Literary 
collections 

66 Remove 

67 Delete 

DOWN 

1 Elec, units 

2 Survey of 
opinion 

3 Together, 
musically 
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50 


5T 


46 


[53 
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60 
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64 


67 


55 156 |57 


4 Evergreen shrub 

5 Raise 

6 Acad. 

7 Ark builder 

8 Musketeer 

9 Partridge perch 

10 — off {disposed 
of by fraud) 

11 Bay window 

12 Mountain 
system of Asia 

13 “—entertain 
you" 

21 Yalie 
23 Sign gas 
25 Iowa communal 
society 

27 Castle protector 

28 Writer Wiesel 

29 Alan or Robert 

30 Bolt together? 

34 man with 
seven..." 

35 Aroma 

36 Nota — 

37 Angers 

39 Shaded 

40 Eurasian tree 
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42 Amorphous 
mass 

43 Build up 
sediment 
deposit 

44 Habitual 
practices 


48 Moses’ brother 

49 Camel Ion 

50 Sticks out tike — 
thumb 

53 Make welcome 

55 Charles Lamb 

56 Bedevils 


46 In fee manner of 57 Serf of old 
-47 — Flow 60 Ruby or Sandra 


T am not asking them to 
change their religion, but I 
will keep mine. We will 
agree once they recognise 
ray religion." he stressed. 

Egyptian and European 
economic experts in Brus- 
. sels have. been arguing over 
" fh'e - free" ‘trade accord for 
years and the CAP — 
which subsidises fanners 
within the union to increase 
food production — has 
been at the centre of the 
dispute. 

Egypt has repeatedly said 
the EU is seeking an open 
market for its own industri- 
al goods but is unwilling to 
reciprocate on Egypt's agri- 
cultural exports. 

“With the CAP, they say 
they are protecting three 
per cent of the European 
population. We have 56 per 
cent of the population 
working on agricultural 
land and we don’t have any 
qualms about the free trade 
accord,” Mr. Bayoumi said. 
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Peanuts 


DID ANYONE CALL 
WHILE I U)AS OUT? 



50 AND 50 CALLED, AND 
ISAID THEY'D SET BACK TO 
YOU, OR SET EVEN WITH 
YOU, OR SOMETHING.. 




Andy Capp 


LOOK, DEAR, LET'S NOT A«5UE 
ABOUT WHDSgTUWJ IT IS TO 
GET THE DRINKS IN 



C ISM MOM. 

□ST WSBOCBBW WlBSlfflOlWl. WRIH 

juraet swdgothk: 


THE SECOND 

[VENUvJS I 

ALWAY S 

BETTER, Mi 9S 
-BYTHBM 
You'Ll. HAVE 
DfTCHEP.HMA 




Mutt’n’Jeff 


The Business of Information 



HOROSCOPE 
FORECAST FOR 
SUNDAY. OCTOBER 
20.: 1996 

Bv Thomas S. Pu rson, 

% 

Astrologer. Carroll 

Rightcr Foundation ■ 

■ 

ARIES: (March 21 to 
April 19) The morning 
today is fine for enjoying 
pleasures and elevating 
your consciousness. 
Show more thought for 
your mate. 

TAURUS: (April 20 to 
May 21) You can have 
much pleasure at home in 
the morning today, but tty 
not to disagree with ram- 
bunctious youngsters 
later this evening. 
GEMINI: (May 21 tq 
June 21 j Friends may 
give good Ideas in the 
morning today, hut later 
. this afternoon is not good 
\ for suggestions. Make 
telephone calls which are 
worthwhile. 

MOON CHILDREN: 
(June 22 to July 21) You 
have plenty "for your 
needs at - this time but 
need not make unqeces- 
^iafl&iiw'i . . .JrgesSSJfifljs. 
Analyse your assets £or f 
your own peac3?^ mintl.' 
LEO: (July 22 to August 
21 ). Handle the personal 
affairs which' give you the 
greatest , satisfaction in 
the morning today, but 
later this evening you. 
find that others are not 

■ j ■ « ■ 

very cooperative. 

VIRGO: (August 22 to 
September 22) Medita^ 
Lion is wise in the morn- 
ing roday. so that you can 
elevate your conscious- 
ness lo greater abundance 
for you to have much 
prosperity. 

LIBRA: (September 23 
to October 22) See a 
friend who can. give you a 
fine favour today, but 
later this evening keep* 
away from groups of all ' 
kind. Get busy at some 
hobby which you like. - 
SCORPIO: (October 2j. 
to November 21) Get inti 
the outside world today 
and handle public duties? 
wisely. Avoid disagree- 
ments later -in the 
evening. Enjoy radio. 
SAGmARIUSv . , ; 
(November 22 toDec^m- 
ber 21) This is a good day 
today- to. make use of 
knowledge you -have 
attained 1 during the day.-. 
Do nothing which can get 
\ you into difficulty.- 
CAPRICORN: (Decem- 
ber 22 to January 20) The 

morning today can- be 
happy Vjtfi your" Aate, 
but ' later this : -evening- 
avoid difficulties of some 
kind. Tonight is goddfor 
handling business. 
AQUARIUS: (January 

21 to Februaiy 19; A fel- 
low associate can. prove 
ip be most loyal :*o, you-, 
today so be appreciative. 
Avoid others who are not 
Very true' later : : iaihe 
evening. V • = -' 

PISCES: (February 20 to 
March 20) Early today 
get busy- making your 
surroundings - . . - ' more 
ch.arming for ■ your Joved 
ones; Later this evening; 
improve - your health ' in 

some manner. 

■ — ■ - - - . 
i 

Rirthstbiie of October: 
Opal — Tburmaline. 
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Iraq to continue 
giving preference 
to Jordanian comp ani es 


BAGHDAD (J.T.) — Iraqi 
Trade Minister Mohammad 
Mahcfi Saleh stressed Thurs- 
day that his country maintains 
good trade relations with Jor- 
dan, and that B aghdad will 
continue to give preference to 
Jordanian companies, accord- 
ing to a report in the Arabic 
daily AJ Dust our. 

Speaking at a press confer- 
ence on the eve of his country's 

preparations for the 29th Bagh- 
dad International Fair, Dr. 
Saleh said 45 companies from 
K countries will participate in 
the fair, which will be held on 
Nov.i, J996. 


Taking part in this fair will be 
companies from Jordan, Pales- 
tine. Algeria. Yemen, Sudan , 
Tunisia. Morocco, China. Viet- 
nsm. Pakistan. Malaysia, 
Turkey, Indonesia, Korea, 
Greece, Russia, in addition to 
French, Polish, Brazilian, Aus- 
trian, Bulgarian, Indian. 
Yugoslavian, Romanian, Hun- 
garian and Egyptian compa- 
nies which will have separate 
pavilions. 

The minister said his country 
will allow all participating 
countries to display oil kinds of 
products, including food, med- 
icine and other items. 



Jordan Free Markets 
Company offers 1.5m shares 
for public subscription 

** A JDS million public shareholding company was 
registered at the Ministry of Industry and Trade on Sept. 
28, 1996 but the founders have only covered JD3.75 
million of the capital and are offering JD 1 .25 million of 
the capital for public subscription. 

The company, called the Jordanian Free Markets 
Company, aims at establishing, operating and investing 
in free markets at border crossings and at any area that 
die authorities approve of. It also aims at selling foreign 
imported goods and local products at these free markets 
in foreign and local currencies. The third direct objec- 
i tive listed in the announcement published by the com- 
1 pany in the Arabic dailies was to treat all national prod- 
ucts entering the free markets as products for exports to 
i outside markets. 

Tire main founders of the new company are: Royal 
Jordanian (JD 1, 125,000), the Jordan Investment Cor- 
poration (JD. 1 million), the Jordanian Economic and 
Social Organisation for Retired Servicemen (JD 
625,000), the Jordanian Export Development and Com- 
mercial Centres Corporation (JD 125,000). the Free 
Zones Corporation (JD 125,000) and the Jordan Invest- 
ment and Finance Bank (JD 100,000). The remaining 
seventeen founders are various private companies in the 
fields of insurance, shipping, engineering and general 
trade. 

According to the announcement, a detailed study was 
conducted by the Jordan Investment Corporation and 
the capital was fixed in light of the investment cost 
which totalled JD5 million based on the following clas- 
sification: 

1- BuBdings and other facilities JD1 million 

2- Furniture JD0.6 million 

3- Vehicles JD0-5 1 million 

4- Air conditioning and heating system JD 0 52 million 

5- Establishment costs JD60.000 

6- Pre-operation expenses JD 80,000 

7- Intangible expenses JD230.000 

8- Working capital JD2 million 

Total investment cost JD5 million 

Subscription will be open from Ocl 26 until Nov. 14, 
1996 but the minimum purchase should be for 1,000 
shares which carry a value of JD1 each. Only 50 per 
cent of the purchase amount should be paid upon sub- 
scription with the remaining amount to be paid over the 
coming five years (AJ Ra'i + Al Dus tour). 


THE RPTTCP MAI F 


Rw Glftsharcten 



Tve never caught a virus from 
a computer, but I’ve caught 
plenty of headaches!” 


8 



THAT SCRAMBLED WORD GAME 


Unscnmbte these four Jumbias, 

one letter to oach square, to torn 

faurordnary words. 

I TYPIE I 


Just a wee M 


NOOLC 




YIFTON 


LUFFIT 


HOW THE 
BARBER L1KEP 
HIS BRASS CUT. 


Hon arrange the dieted tetters to 
form the surprise answer . as sug- 
gested by the ebme cartoon. 


Answer: A 



™cm 


Yesterday's 


(Answers tomorrow) 

junttes: WAGER PIVOT FAMISH SLEIGH 
’ Answer The beer company’s banner year resulted 
jn- HIGH SPIRITS 


SSC investments expected to rise 
to JD 864m by end of this year 


AMMAN (Petra — The 
total number of persons 
benefiting from the 
Social Security Corpora- 
tion (SSC) in Jordan 
is expected to reach 
300,000 by the end of 
1996, up from 281,335 at 
the end of 1995, accord- 
ing to SSC Director Gen- 
eral Safwan Toukan Sat- 
urday. 

Addressing a press con- 


ference marking the lapse 
of 18 years since the SSC 
law was enacted in Jor- 
dan, Dr. Toukan said the 
SSC covers old age, dis- 
ability or death as well as 
occupational injuries and 
professional illnesses. 

At present, institutions 
employing five workers 
and more are covered by 
the SSC, both in the pri- 
vate and the public sec- 


tors, as well as workers 
employed by unversi- 
sities, municipalities and 
regional and international 
organisations. Dr Toukan 
s * a i d 
He indicated that 
according to figures at the 
end of last month, these 
workers are employed by 
11,137 institutions in the 
private and the public 
sectors. 


As to the SSC’s rev- 
enues, he said that they 
come in the form of pre- 
miums paid by die bene- 
ficiaries adding that the 
SSC collected JD90 mil- 
lion and the amount is 
expected to rise to JD95 
million at the end of 
1996. 

Referring to the SSC’s 
expenses, Dr. Toukan said 

that these are in the form 


of pension and medical 
expenses for occupational 
injuries noting that the 
SSC expects such 
expenses to rise to JD43 
million at the end of 
1996. 

Dr. Toukan said that by 
the end of this year the 
SSC will have invested a 
total of JD864 million, up 
from JD747 million in 
1995 in various bunks. 


real estates, tourist busi- 
nesses. and other pro- 
jects. 

As to future projects, he 
said that the SSC is cur- 
rently conducting a feasi- 
bility study on creating 
and funding new projects 
with good cct i m mi i c 

returns like electric 
power generation and the 
creation of an industrial 
citv. 
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Sports 


Jordan limes, Sunday, October 20, 1996 



English League tries New York traffic stops Braves 

to avert players’ strike 


can the Yankees? 


LONDON (R) — English 
soccer officials made an 
Iltft-hour bid to stop a 
strike by players in the first, 
second and third divisions 
Saturday. 

The football league said 
they were ready to make a 
new offer to the players' 
union, the Professional 
Footballers' Association 
(PFA). in a dispute over the 
income from the sale of 
television rights. 

In return, the PFA said 
they would delay announc- 
ing the result of a strike bal- 
lot which they had planned 
to publish on Saturday. 

The PFA balloted its 
members on the question of 


a strike after the league 
decided to scrap a regula- 
tion chat entitled the union 
to 10 per cent of any televi- 
sion deal. 

PFA Chief Executive 
Gordon Taylor said he had 
agreed to a request by the 
football league to delay 
announcing the outcome of 
the ballot pending the new 
offer. 

“It's an encouraging 
development but there is the 
worry that we ve been 
asked to delay in the past 
and nothing has been forth- 
coming so we are a bit 
wary," he said. “We hope 
they're not crying wolf.” 

The football league board 


is due to meet either over 
the weekend or on Monday 
and the new offer to the 
union is expected to be 
made after that. 

“Dependent on that offer, 
we will either have formal 
talks with them in a bid to 
conclude an agreement or 
be forced to reconsider our 
position," said Taylor. 

The league’s television 
deal with Sky, for live cov- 
erage of matches, is worth 
123 million pounds ($198.5 
million) over five years and 
the union would have 
received 2.5 million pounds 
($3.97 million) a year under 
the old regulation. 


FIFA: Local authorities 
responsible for security 


NEW YORK (AP) — 
Despite all the efforts by 
FIFA to improve safety at 
soccer matches, FIFA 
Secretary General Sepp 
Blatter said Friday security 
is still the responsibility of 
local authorities. 

“It has nothing to do with 
the sport." Blatter told the 
Associated Press from 
FIFA's Zurich, Switzerland, 
headquarters. “If you have 
so many people move ... For 
a match, then naturally dan- 
ger is higher here than other 
places.” 

“But you cannot make it 
the responsibility of the 
sport. We must take ade- 


quate measures but it must 
be the local authority that 
controls security." 

Wednesday night's stam- 
pede at the Guatemala- 
Costa Rica World Cup qual- 
ifying match in Guatemala 
City killed S4. It was the 
second time this year that 
fans have been killed at a 
soccer match and the fourth 
time in the last five years 
tragedies have struck at a 
game. In the last 10 years, 
35 S have been known killed 
in seven incidents, from 
Libya to Nepal, from Africa 
to England. 


German fans show off 
knowledge of game as 
Pacers edge Sonics 


BERLIN (AP) — Reggie 
Miller's heroics may have 
spoiled Detlefl) Schrempf s 
Jiom ecoming Frida y in 
Berlin, but the Sonics’ for- 
ward still liked what he saw. 

Miller poured in 37 points 
and nailed a 3-pointer with 3 
seconds left to lift Indiana 
past Seattle in their first of 
two games on their Euro ‘96 
tour. Their other stop is 
Sunday in Seville. Spain. 

Schrempf scored 14 points 
for the Sonics and drew 
tremendous cheers from a 
crowd of 10,500 that packed 
the arena, in part, to see the 
National Basketball 

Association’s only German 
star. 

Afterwards, the il -year- 
veteran said he noticed a big 
difference in German fans 
from when he left his home- 
land as a teenager to play for 
Centralia High School in 
Washington, before advanc- 
ing to a NBA career. 

“When I left, nobody real- 
ly knew anything about bas- 
ketball,” said Schrempf, 33. 

But that wasn't the case 
fnday night. 

As Reggie Miller poured 
in 13 points down the stretch 
for the pacers to thwart a 
Sonics' rally, some specta- 
tors began shouting “Miller 
time” when one of his five 
3-pointers for the night 
ripped the net 

Seattle guard Gary 
Payton's turnaround jumper 
with 28 seconds to play 
rolled out of the rim. failing 
to snap a 95-95 tie, but the 
German fans knew what the 
Sonics had to do. 

“Defense" they roared in 
English. 

Their cheers for their 
adopted team, due to home- 
boy Schrempf's presence, 
didn't affect Miller. Despite 
Sonics' guard Craig Ehlo's 
hand in his face, he drained 
the game winner from the 
comer. 

Bui then the shooting 
guard drew almost as loud 


of cheers from the German 
fans as schrempf during the 
introductions — 

“It was impressive to see 
the applause and whistling. 
The fans showed they know 
basketball and that level of 
knowledge is increasing 
every year," Miller said. 

Despite sightseeing and 
some disco visits by both 
teams. Miller still had 
enough free time to 
announce his all-time trash- 
talking starting five. 

“Gary Payton at point 
guard, Reggie Miller at the 
two, Scottie Pippin at small 
forward, Charles Barkley — 
and at center you have to go 
back in time to wilt cham- 
berlain,” Miller said. 

With interest in the NBA 
exploding after Dream Team 
I played in Barcelona, 
Schrempf has become a 
household name in 
Germany. He was swarmed 
by German media during his 
entire stay. 

That could explain why 
the two-time winner of the 
NBA's best sixth-man award 
was only 2-for-9 from the 
field Friday night 

“I wasn’t nervous, but then 
Ihaven't been getting much 
sleep either,'' Schrempf said. 

While Miller said the goal 
in beating last year's NBA 
finalist was to prove the pac- 
ers are one of the league's 
premier clubs, the Sonics 
learned a different lesson. 

They're not the same team 
without Shawn Kemp. 

“This game made us real- 
ize how much we miss 
Shawn Kemp. We need his 
presence and physical con- 
tribution” Sonics’ coach 
George Karl said. 

The forward, who is 
reportedly unhappy over his 
salary, has promised Sonic 

officials he will end his boy- 
con of the pre-season and 
rejoin the team when they 
return to Seattle. 


Italian 

soccer 

official 

criticises 

rough 

play 


ROME (R) — The head 
of the Italian Soccer 
Players’ Association has 
appealed to referees to 
crack down on rough play 
and asked players to stop 
faking after England's 
Paul Lice was sent off for 
a foul television showed 
he did not commit 

In a letter to Italy's 
2,600 professional play- 
ers. Sergio Campari a said 
too many of them played 
"violently...and faked 
(fouls), which should 
never be part of a player's 
repertoire and testify to an 
alar min g lack of nerve 
and maturity”. 

Canppana ;?aid referees 
were inconsistent in theijr „ 
punishment of rough play. 

The referees must be 
more balanced... One 
Sunday they don't punish 
rough play, the next 
one...They pull out 15 red 
cards,” he said. 

“More attention must be 
paid to certain episodes...I 
really don’t want to 
believe that referees in 
Serie A turn a blind eye to 
some incidents,” 

Cam ap ana added. 

Rough play has charac- 
terised several Serie A 
matches this season and 
many commentators have 
complained that it was not 
being punished properly. 

Last Sunday England 
midfielder Ince was sent 
off during 

Intemazion ale’s match 
against Piacenza after 
being accused of hitting 
midfielder Giampietro 
Piovani on the head dur- 
ing a pause in play. 

But television replays 
clearly showed that Ince 
had only waved his hand 
at Piovani, who fell to the 
ground writhing in appar- 
ent pain. Piovani later 
admitted he had faked the 
foul. 

The league's discipli- 
nary commission on 
Friday reduced to one day 
a two- match ban that fol- 
lowed the sending-off, 
saying Ince had not 
sought to inflict harm and 
Piovani was not hurt in 
the incident. 

Ince will miss Sunday's 
main match when league 
leaders inter travel to 
Turin to take on European 
champions Juventus. He 
will be replaced by swiss 
international Ciriaco 
Sforza. 


NEW YORK (R) — The 
New York Yankees can only 
hope they slow down the 
Atlanta Braves as effective- 
ly as the New York traffic 
did Friday. 

The Braves were more 
than two hours late for prac- 
tice for the scheduled but 
storm-threatened World 
Series opener, arriving at 
about 7:40 for a scheduled 
5:30 practice. 

What was the holdup? 
“Just traffic. We spent over 
three hours on the bus,” said 
Atlanta manager Bobby 
Cox. 

“We just flew to the west 
coast, that’s all,” joked 
right-hander John Smoltz. 
Cox's choice for the game 1 
pitcher — at least if game 1 
actually gets played 
Saturday. 

Any New Yorker — or 
perhaps a real commission- 
er of baseball — could have 
told the Braves they were 
not leaving Atlanta early 
enough or allowing enough 
time to get from Newark 
airport across the river in 
New Jersey to their 
Manhattan hotel and then up 
through Harlem to Yankee 
Stadium in the Bronx at 
rush hour. 

“Obviously things could 
have gone a little smoother.” 
said Smoltz. 

“A lot of guys were get- 
ting real impatient, but at 
the same time knowing that 
hopefully we're going to 
play tomorrow will make all 
this not that important.” 

“We weren't going to miss 
this workout for anything." 
said Cox. "They were all 
anxious to get here, take 
ground balls and hit here for 
die fust time." 

The first glimpse of his- 
toric Yankee Stadium was a 
lift after all the street has- 
sles. 

“It was a spectacular 
sight,” said Cox, a former 
Yankee. 

“Yankee Stadium has that 
air about it It's got a lot of 
history about iL They (the 
players) were, anxious just 
ro see the ballpark itself. It 
was quite j^sight coming in 
tonight' from the' roadway, 
with the lights on and the 
sign saying Yankee 
Stadium,” said Cox. 

“You start thinking about 
these things during the mid- 
dle of the season, actually. 
You start looking, oh boy, if 
the Yankees get in, we could 
get in, wouldn't that be 
great 



*1995 — Atlanta (NL) 4, Cleveland (AL) 2 

* 1994 — cancelled due to players strike 
*1993 — Toronto ( AL) 4, Philadelphia (NL) 2 
*1992 — Toronto (AL) 4, Atlanta (NL) 2 
*1991 — Minnesota (AL) 4, Atlanta (NL) 3 
*1990 — Cincinnati (NL) 4. Oakland (AL) 0 

* 1989 — Oakland (AL) 4. San Francisco (NL) 0 
*1988 — Los Angeles (Nl) 4, Oakland (Ai) 1 
*1987 — Minnesota (AL) 4, Sl Louis (NL) 3 
*1986 — New York (NL) 4. Boston (AT) 3 
*1985 — Kansas City (AL) 4, St. Louis (NL) 3 
*1984 — Detroit (AL) 4, San Diego (NL) 1 
*1983 — Baltimore (Al) 4, Philadelphia (Nl) 1 
*1982 — St. Louis (NL) 4. Milwaukee (AL) 3 
*1981 — Los Angeles (NL) 4, New York (AL) 2 
*1980 — Philadelphia (NL) 4, Kansas City (.AL) 2 
*1979 — Pittsburgh (NL) 4. Baltimore (AL) 3 
*1978 — New York (AL) 4, Us Angeles (NL) 2 

* 1977 — New York (AL) 4. Los Angeles (NL) 2 
*1976 — Cincinnati (NL) 4, New York (AL) 0 
*1975 — Cincinnati (NL) 4, Boston (AL) 3 
*1974 — Oakland (AL) 4. Los Angeles (NL) 1 
*1973 — Oakland (AL) 4, New York (NL) 3 
*1972 — Oakland (AL) 4, Cincinnati (NL) 3 
*1971 — Pittsburgh (NL) 4, Baltimore (AL) 3 
*1970 — Baltimore (AL) 4, Cincinnati (NL) 1 

* 1969 — New York (NL) 4. Baltimore (AL) 1 
*1968 — Detroit (AL) 4. St. Louis (NL) 3 
*1967 — St. Louis (NL) 4, Boston (AL) 3 
*1966 — Baltimore (AL) 4. Us Angeles (NL) 0 
*1965 — Los Angeles (NL) 4. Minnesota (AL) 3 
*1964 — SLUuis (NL) 4, New York (AL) 3 
*1963 — Us Angeles (NL) 4. New York (AL) 0 
*1962 — New York (AL) 4, San Francisco (NL; 3 
*1961 — New York l AL) 4. Cincinnati (NL) 1 
*1960 — Pittsburgh (NL) 4, New York (AL) 3 
*1959 — Los Angeles (NL) 4, Chicago (AL) 2 
*1958 — New- York (AL) 4, Milwaukee (NL> 3 
*1957 — Milwaukee (NL) 4, New York (AL) 3 
*1956 — New York (AL ) 4, Brooklyn (NL) 3 
*1955 — Brooklyn (NL) 4, New York (AL) 3 
*1954 — New York (NL) 4, Cleveland (AL) 0 
*1953 — New York (AL) 4, Brooklyn (NL) 2 
*1952 — New York (AL) 4, Brooklyn (NL) 3 
*1951 — New York (AL) 4. New York (NL) 2 
*1950 — New York (AL) 4, Philadelphia (NL) 0 
*1949 — New York (AL) 4, Brooklyn (NL> I 




*1948 _ Cleveland (AL) 4. Boston (NL) 2 
*1947 — New York ( AL) 4, Brooklyn (NL) 3 
*1946 — Sl Uuis (NL) 4. Boston (AL) 3 
*1945 — Detroit (AL) 4. Chicago (NL) 3 
*1944 _ St. Louis (NL) 4, Sl Uuis (.AL) 2 
*1943 — New York (AL) 4. St. Uuis (NL) 1 
*1942 — Sl Louis (NL) 4, New York (AL) 1 
*1941 — New York { AL) 4, Brooklyn (NL) l 
*1940 — Cincinnati (NL) 4. Detroit (AL) 3 
*1939 — New York (AL) 4. Cincinnati (NL) 0 

* 193S — New York ( AL) 4, Chicago (NL) 0 
*1937 — New York (AL) 4. New York (NL) I 
*1936 — New York (AL) 4. New York (NL) 2 
*1935 — Detroit ( AL) 4. Chicago (NL) 2 
*1934 _ sl Uuis (NL) 4, Detroit (AL) 3 

* 1933 — New York (NL) 4. Washington (AL) 1 
*1932 — New York (AL) 4. Chicago (NL) 0 
*1931 — Sl Uuis (NL) 4. Philadelphia (AL) 3 
*1930 — Philadelphia (AL) 4, St. Uuis (NL) 2 
*1929 — Philadelphia (AL) 4. Chicago (NL) 1 

* 192S — New York ( AL) 4. Sl Uuis (NL) 0 
*1927 — New York (AL) 4, Pittsburgh (NL) 0 

* 1926 — Sl Uuis (NL) 4, New York ( AL) 3 
*1925 — Pittsburgh (NL) 4. Washington (AL) 3 

* 1924 — Washington < AL) 4, New York (NL) 3 

* 1923 — New York ( AL) 4, New York (Nl) 2 
*1922 — New York (NL) 4. New York (ALl 0. One 

* 1921 — New York (NL) 5. New York ( AL) 3 
*1920 — Cleveland (AL) 5. Brooklyn (NL) 2 
*1919 — Cincinnati (NL) 5. Chicago I AL) 3 
*1918 — Boston (AL) 4. Chicago (NL) 2 
*1937 — Chicago (AL) 4, New York (Nl) 2 
*1916 — Boston (AL) 4. Brooklyn (NL) 1 
*1915 — Boston (AL) 4. Philadelphia (NL) I 
*1914 — Boston (NL) 4, Philadelphia (AL) 0 
*1913 _ Philadelphia (AL) 4. New York (NL) I 
*1912 — Boston (AL) 4. New York (NL) 3, One Tie 
*1911 — Philadelphia (AL) 4, New York (NL) 2 
*1910 — Philadelphia (AL) 4, Chicago (NL) 1 
*1909 — Pittsburgh (NL) 4. Detroit (AL) 3 
*1908 — Chicago (NL) 4, Detroit (AL) 1 
*1907 — Chicago (NL) 4, Detroit (AL) 0, One Tie 
*1906 — Chicago (AL) 4. Chicago (NL) 2 

* 1 905 — New York (NL) 4, Philadelphia ( AL) 1 
*1904 — No Series 

*1903 — Boston ( AL) 5. Pittsburgh (NL) 3 
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“It wouldn’t matter if we 
were in Baltimore, that's a 
great ballpark, too. but 
almost unanimously I think 
everybody really wanted to 
come to New York and play 
in Yankee Stadium.” 

Cox would not say what 
effect a rainout would have 
on his tentative pitching 
rotation of Smoltz, Denny 
Neagle. Greg Maddux, Tom 
.GJavine, : nor .wpuid. he -give 
his choice for the 
hitter in this American 
League city. 

“I told the pitchers what 
the rotation will be. I told 
them if it r ains then I'll 
rethink it That’s as far as 
I've gotten.” 

The Braves come in with 
the confidence of defending 
world series champions who 
just pounded the St. Louis 


Cardinals in the National 
League championship series 
with 14-0 and 15-0 victories 
in game 5 and the deciding 
game 7 sandwiched around 
a 3-1 win. 

“Momentum is your pitch- 
ing, I think,” said Cox. 

“Our bats have really 
come to life and 1 don't 
know why we would stop 
hitting now,” said Cox. 

As for; the.. DH.. or other 

lineup movesu he. said; 

got some options. I want to 
talk to some scouts, look at 
some stats. The only thing 
I’ve really been paying 
attention to the last week 
has been the cardinals 

Despite having only one 
day off. he said, “we’re in 
good shape. None of the 
pitchers have pitched on 
less than four days' rest. 


most of them on six.” 

“'We don’t have a lot of 
nagging injuries that would 
take three or four days. We 
do have a couple things that 
two days would probably 
help instead of one. But 
everybody we've got on the 
club right now can go to the 
post” 

Smoltz conceded that hav- 
ing the home field lias been 
a big advantage in recent 
world, series, "especially 
here with the fans they have, 
the animosity they have 
towards the visiting team. 
You have to sneak a game 
out” 

But in the end, he said, 
“you have to execute no 
matter where you're at.” 

Smoltz compiled a 24-8 
record and led the major 
leagues in wins and strike- 


outs (276) this season. He 
led the NL in innings 
pitched (253.2 and winning 
percentage (.750). He has 
started three games in post- 
season this year and won all 
three. 

Smoltz's likely National 
League Cy Young award 
this year added to those of 
Maddux and Glavine would 
give' the Braves staff six 
’b&is&pitcher prizes. The 
Yankees' game 1 starter, 
Andy Pettitte. is expected to 
win the award this year m 
the American League. 

“I know the Yankees have 
an excellent pitching staff as 
well as the Braves so I think 
these (games) are going to 
be a little tight," said Cox. 
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Zagreb to miss Breeders 9 Cup 

DUBLIN (R.) — Irish Derby winner Zagreb will miss the 
Breeders’ Cup turf race in Toronto next Saturday because 
of a slight head cold trainer Dermot Weld said on 
Saturday. Asked about a possible sale to Japan, he said: 
“It’s an open secret there has been plenty of interest in 
Zagreb from Japan, but currently there isn’t a firm offer 
on the table." Zagreb ran earlier this month in the Prix de 
I’Arc de Triomphe in Paris but finished only I3th behind 
Helissio. 


Amokachi in traffic accident 

ISTANBUL (R) — Nigerian World Cup footballer Daniel 
Amokachi escaped unhurt when his car struck a tree in the 
early hours of Saturday morning, Turkish media said. 
The state-run Anatolian news agency said the two front 
tyres of Amokachi's brand-new car suddenly burst, caus- 
ing the crash. Amokachi, who plays for Istanbul club 
Besiktas, scored in this year’s Olympic final to help 
Nigeria beat Argentina 3-2 and win the title. 


Melbourne bids for Commonwealth 2006 

SYDNEY (AP) — Melbourne, which hosted the Olympic 
Games in 1956, was Friday named as Australia's candi- 
date to host the Commonwealth Games in 2006. 
Australia's second-largest city, which failed in its bid to 
host the 1996 Olympics, beat Brisbane — the 1982 venue 
— and Darwin for the candidacy. Other cities expected 
to bid for the right to host the Games include Wellington, 
New Zealand: Durban, South Africa, and Bridgetown, 
Barbados. A decision on the venue will be made in 1999. 
The 1998 Games will be held in Kuala Lumpur, Malaysia, 
and the 2002 Games in Manchester, England. 


Prinosil reaches Czech indoor final 


OSTRAVA, Czech republic 
(R) — Germany's David 
Prinosil ended rising British 
star Tim Henman's bid for 
his first ATP Tour victory 
Saturday with a 6-4 6-3 win 
in the semifinals of the 
$475,000 Czech Indoor 
Open. 

Seventh seed Henman, 
who had not lost a set all 
week, looked shaky on his 
groundstrokes but stayed in 
the match with a strong 
serve, firing seven of his 1 1 
aces in the first set. 

But in the 10th game 
Henman's serve failed him 
and he double faulted to 
give the German world 
number 58 three break 
points. 

Henman fought back with 
a service winner and then an 
ace but Prinosil blasted a 
brilliant return to take the 
point and the set. 

Henman fought back to 
gain two break points of his 

own in the third game but 
failed to convert them. 

Prinosil then went a break 
up after Henman once again 
double faulted. 

In Sunday’s final Prinosil 
will face the winner of the 
second semifinal between 
Czechs Martin Damra and 
Petr Korda. 



2*™ a "} , ’ s D fr id Prinosil celebrates his 

semifinal match of the Czech TnSL * 
ment in Ostrava «euterspho,o) 
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Emilio Estevez 
& Dennis Leary ... in 

JUDGEMENT NIGHT 



CINEMA 


aA 


Shows: 12:30, 3:30, 6:15 , 8:30, 10:30 


TEL699238 

PLAZA 


The Arab Cinema Surprise 

Ahmad Zaki ....in 

NASER 56 

(Arabic) 



CINEMA 


Shows: 12:30, 3:30, 6:15, 8:45, 11:00 


A 


CONCORD 


TEL677420 
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CONCORD “1" 

Demi Moore 
& Gary Oldman ... in 

THE SCARLET LETTER 

Show s: I 2 : 30, 3:30, 6:1 5, 8:30, 10:30 

CONCORD “2” 

FRENCH KISS at 6:30 p.m 

HEAT at 3:30 & 8:45 p.m 



iKldUK THEATRE & CIRE1AA 
■ TEL- 618274 - 618275 


Today presents Zawad Weld Awad 
theatre group in the play entitled 

Five-Star Government 

Starring comedians: 

Mahmoud Saimeh 

& 


A 


Play starts 8:30 p.m. 




NABIL * HISHAH'S theatre-^ 

TEL: 625155 

PRESENTS 

THE SATIRICAL COMEDY HI 

Arab Human Ri 

At 8:30 p.m. 

For reservation please 

6251 55 - 640155 . 
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Conference urges stop to gender testing I Stuttgart held to goalless draw 


^d S tv , ^i S f^‘?-L and '-\ P| ~ v * men s P° rls 
UIged fte the IOC Friday to halt gender verification tests 

dunjDg the Olympic Games. 

ri^n7?h?w W w ^ rn< ? S the resolu,ions Copied at the 
close of the World Conference on Women and Sport. The 

conference, organised by the International Olvpmic Com- 

mittee, drew more than 220 delegates from 96 countries 

Many delegates complained that onlv women athletes 

were subjected to the gender tests. 

Under current IOC rules, ail women athletes Lire required 
to undergo gender screening tests before compel ins in the 
Olympics They must qualify- under the IOC definition of 
temaie tor Olympic competitions. 

Supervised by the IOC medical commission, the test usu- 
ally involves a screening of the athlete s saliva. If the test 
produces any doubt about the competitor’s gender, the IOC 



Jennifer Capriati 


Majoli advances as Capriati fails 


ZURICH (Ri — Second 
seed Iva Majoli and fourth 
seed lana Novotna cruised 
into the semifinals of the 
European Indoor Champi- 
onship on Friday with con- 
vincing straight set wins. 

Novotna, the world num- 
ber eighL advanced with a 
6-4 6-2 win over Jennifer 
Capriati. denying the 
American her first semifi- 
nal appearance in three 
years. 

-i -Capriati,-" who has spent 
the last two years battling 
back from drug abuse and 
injury problems, has not 
made the last four of a tour- 
nament since reaching the 
finals of the Canadian Open 
in 1993. 

Bothered by tendinitis in 
her right elbow, the Ameri- 
can struggled with her 
serve the entire match hold- 
ing it onlv once. 

C mf 


On the other side of the 
neL Novotna was also hav- 
ing trouble as Capriati 
broke her five times. 

"It was a very strange 
match,” said Novotna. “I 
thought maybe something 
was wrong with her arm 
because she wasn't hitting 
the ball as hard as she usu- 
ally does." 

After sitting out all of last 
season, Capriati had her 
return to competition earli- 
er this year spoiled by 
Novotna, the Czech knock- 
ing her out of the quarter- 


can order a physical exam to be carried out by a gynaecol- 
ogist. 

Athletes who already have a valid femininity certificate 
issued by the IOC commission ore exempted from the tests. 

In other resolutions, the conference said the Olypmic 
idea! can’t be fully realised “without, and until there is, 
equality for women within the Olypmic movement.” 

The delegates said the IOC, international federations and 
national Olympic committees should take gender equality 
into consideration in their policies and programmes. 

The final statement urged the IOC to work toward attain- 
ing an equal number of events for women and men on the 
Olympic programme. 

The conference was chaired by Anita Defirantz of the 
United States, a former Olympic rower who is an executive 
board member of the IOC. 


Shilton stays 
4 short 
of elusive 
1 ,000th 
appearance 


LONDON (R) — Former 
England goalkeeper Peter 
Shilton's hopes of moving 
towards his 1,000th league 
appearance were thwarted 
by West Ham on Friday. 

Shilton, 47. who has 
made 996 league appear- 
ances since his debut for 
Leicester in 1966, was hop- 
ing to make his first since 
May 1995, when he played 
for Bolton, in Cambridge 
United’s division three 
match against Rochdale on 
Saturday. 

Shilton, now the third 
choice goalkeeper at West 
Ham. had been given per- 
mission to play for Cam- 
bridge, but was recalled to 
West Ham by manager 
Harry Redknapp because 
reserve goalie Australian 
Steve Mautone injured 
himself in training on Fri- 
day. 

Shilton, who made 125 
appearances for England, 
has played for Leicester, 
Stoke. Nottingham Forest, 
Southampton, Derby, Ply- 
mouth and Bolton during 
his long career. His 18-year 
sbh'Sfam is 'a midfielder ‘at 
Cb^entry. 


BONN (R) — Bundesliga 
leaders VFB Stuttgart were 
held to a 0-0 draw at close 
rivals Bayer Leverkusen 
on Friday. 

Stuttgart, on 24 points, 
are now a point clear of 
Leverkusen and Bayern 
Munich, who could go top 
on Sunday if they win their 

home match against 
fourth-placed Borussia 
Dortmund. 

Bulgarian Krassimir Boi- 
akov almost put Srungait 
ahead in the sixth minute 

wiih a thundering shot 
from 20-metres which 
Leverkusen goalkeeper 
Dirk Heinen only just man- 
aged to tip over the bar. 

But Stuttgart were large- 
ly disappointing, despite 
the return after injury of 
Croatian midfielder Zvon- 
iniir Soldo and defender 
Thomas Schneider. 

Leverkusen's best effort 
came in the 19th minute 
when Paulo Sergio's shot 
from 25-metres was turned 
round the post by 
Stuttgart’s Austrian goal- 
keeper Franz Wohlfahrt. 
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VFB Stuttgart's Sebastian Fournier tL) flies through the air, when he is fouled by 
Bayer Leverkusen’s Paulo Sergio during a German first division soccer match in Lev- 
erkusen. The match ended 0-0 (Reuters photo) « 


"Stuttgart were definitely 
the stronger side in the first 
half, but then we increased 
the pressure and had the 


better chances,” said Lev- 
erkusen coach Christophy 
Duum. 

In Friday’s other Bun- 


desliga match, mid-table 
Bochum and 1 SoO Munich 
drew 2-2. 


Wilkins’ NBA return on hold over 

Greek contract dispute 


finals in Essen. 

“I just wasn't going for it 
like I was in my earlier 
matches,” said Capriati, the 
1 992 Olympic champion. 
"I was hesitant and she took 
advantage of it.” 

Novotna will meet 
Majoli. ranked six in the 
world, in one of the semifi- 
nals. Majoli. the second 
seed and defending Euro- 
pean indoor champion, 
earned her place with a 6-3 
■7.'6 1 win - 'oVer rl sixth -'seed 
''Bi^nd^ 1 ' 'Sthulbl-McCajrthy 
of the Netherlands! 


SAN ANTONIO, Texas (R) — The 
return of Dominique Wilkins to the 
National Basketball Association 
was put on hold pending the out- 
come of a contract dispute with his 
former Greek league team. 

Wilkins, known as “the human 
highlight Film” during a stellar 
career primarily with the Atlanta 
Hawks, earlier this month signed as 
a free agent with the San Antonio 
Spurs after a year away from the 
NBA. 

But the NBA’s eighth all-time 
leading scorer will not be allowed 
to resume playing for his new club 
until the dispute over his rights is 
resolved in an arbitration hearing 
’* next week In London.- ■■ i 

AM! i "I : *- ~ ' L ji. 


Wilkins played in Greece last sea- 
son, leading the Greek team 
Panathinaikos to the European Cup 
Championship. He signed a one- 
year contract with the Spurs on 
October 3. but the Greek team is 
claiming Wilkins is still under con- 
tract with them. 

The Spurs are counting on the 36- 
year-old Wilkins to replace forward 
Chuck Person, who will undergo 
surgery on his ailing back next 
Wednesday and be out of action for 
two to three months. 

Wilkins averaged 16.3 points and 
5.3 rebounds in three pre-season 
games for San Antonio, but was 
forced to the sidelines by the dis- 
pute-- with- the Greek club, missing 

atek.v - jrii _ 


Thursday’s game against New 
York. 

An All-Star for nine consecutive 
seasons from I9S6 to 1994. Wilkins 
last played in the NBA for the 
Boston Celtics in the 1994-95 sea- 
son. 

Over his 9S4 career NBA games 
with Boston, the Los Angeles Clip- 
pers and the Hawks, Wilkins aver- 
aged 25.S points, 6.S rebounds, 2.6 
assists and 1.36 steals per game. 
His 25,389 points is eighth on the 
all-time list and would be tops 
among active players if he is 
allowed to play fertile Spurs. -- • 


GOREN BRIDGE 


For Rent Deluxe Furnished Apartment 

Consists of 2 salons, separate dining room, one master 
bedroom, two bedrooms, maid room. 3 bathrooms, 
veranda, private garage and separate heating. Location: 
Al-Rabiya behind the Chinese Embassy. 2nd floor of a 

brand new building. Deluxe furniture, telephone available. 
For further information please call between 1:00 and 8:00 pm 
at 841303 or 842387 during this week. 


SOON 


FOR RENT 

Three furnished apartments of 3 bedrooms each 

Two unfurnished apartments of 3 bedrooms each. 

C.H. & telephones 

Location: Shmeisani, near Birds Garden. 

. Tel: 642351 - 667862 
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WHICH MINOR? 


North-South vulnerable. South 



NORTH 
A 753 

■ 

<310 

vKJ4 

+AK9875 

WEST 

EAST 

*862 

+ A1094 

<3097842 ?K85 

0 Q 102 

09 6 

♦ 3 

+ J 10 6 2 


SOUTH 
4EQJ 
UAJ3 
0 A 8 7 6 3 
+ Q4 


The bidding: 

SOUTH WEST NORTH EAST 
1NT Pass 3NT Pass 
P&m Pass 


Opening lend: Six of <? 

Follow the ploy of this hand. Did 
South go nftcr the right minor suit 
at trick two? Should South have 
held up the see or hearts at trick 
one? 

North decided that the holding 
did not merit a probe for slam. 
Hence, responding with b forcing 
jump to three clubs had little io 
g ain But that overlooks the possi- 
bility that five dubs might be a bet- 
ter contract than Lhzve no trump — 


and six clubs was not beyond the 
realm of possibility. 

West led a low heart to the king 
and ace. Life looked too simple for 
words, hat that changed when 
declarer cashed the queen of dubs 
and continued with a club to the 
king, West discarding a spade. 

Since there were not sufficient 
entries to the South hand to take 
the diamond finesse and run the 
suit, declarer cried a spade. East 
jumped in with the ace and pushed 
a heart through the jack and West 
cashed the next five tricks for a 
two-trick set. Would you have 
played the hand differently? 

Holding up in hearts for two 
rounds is unlikely to be productive. 
That helps only if hearts are 6-3, 
West does not have the ace of 
spades and, if declarer has to sur- 
render the lead, it is East who will 
be oo play. 

The dub suit is the right one to 
tackle, but declarer handled it poor- 
ly. Correct Is to lead a dub to the 
king at trick two. then return to the 
queen of dubs. If the suit breaks, 
well and good. If not, declarer is in 
hand to take the diamond finesse 
and. when thot succeeds and both 
defender? follow on the next round, 
all South has to do is cash dummy’s 
remaining dub winner and run the 
diamonds for nine tricks. 



ANTIQUES FOR SALE 

Old books, oil and water-colour paintings, (100) year 
old prints old plates, silver, brass, copper and many 
other things. 

Sunday and Monday 20-21 October 1996 from 9:00 
a.m. until 2:00 p.m. and from 4:00 to 7:00 p.m. 
Bayader Wadi Sir's main street, behind Sa'ad 
Pharmacy. 

For more information, please call 
Mr. Ramadan at 861175 
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A talented British graduate with 
executive commercial banking ( l/c), 
international trading and. 
supervising experience is seeking 
full /part time employment with 
a company with 
international orientation . 

: ; - jsje^e contact^: £ axfr40955 : or 

PiOiBox:" 911208^ Amman Tll£l Jordan 


Salini - Italstrade J. V. proudly announce the 
completion of the works for the raising of the 
Kafrein Dam project on 23 August, 1996 as 
scheduled and as acknowledged by the engineer 
certificate on 16 October, 1996. 

We take this opportunity to express our thanks 
and gratitude to. 

His Excellency the Minister of Water and Irrigation, 

The Secretary General of JVA, 

the Assistant Secretary General of JVA, the 
Director and the Engineers of JVA Dam 
Directorate, the Consulting Engineer Mott 
Macdonald and all the staff, employees and 
workers who participated in this project and made 
it possible to achieve the task in time. 


H.\KRISON f OKI) 
JULIA URMllNH 
K INN FAR 
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The British Council SSSTS5S 
announces 

An exhibition entitled 
''British Education - Study for Success " 
at the Royal Cultural Centre 
open for public 

on Sunday and Monday 20 & 2 1 October 1 996 

from 10.00 am -5.00 pm 

The exhibition will be accompanied by promotional materials 
computerised CD-ROM information, videos and books. 

The British Council Education Counsellor will be available to give 

individual advice. 


EMPLOYEES REQUIRED 

A large commercial company in the field of vehicles has 
the following vacancies: 

1. Accountant with: 

- Computer literate. 

Not less lhan 5 years experience in accountancy. 
English language proficiency - reading, writing and 
speaking skills. 

2. Executive Secretary with: 

Proficiency in English. 

Computer literate. 

Experience essential. 

Proficiency in correspondence is a must. 

3. Saleswoman with: 

Good experience in the field of sales. 

Public relations experience is a must. 

* Fluent in speaking, writing and reading English. 

• Pervious experience is required. 

Good knowledge of computers. 

Those who find themselves suitable for such jobs should 
cat! at the personnel department at the company daily 
during office hours bringing with them their necessary 
documents. Salaries commensurate with qualifications. 

Saeed Malhas & Sons Abdul Ilah & AH Co. 
Al Mahatta Str. - Amman 
Tel. 651959 


Amman, October 20, 1996 
The Hashemite Kingdom of Jordan 
Telecommunications Regulatory Commission 

The Telecommunications Regulatory Commission (TRC) of Jordan announced 
today that it will call for applications for licences for two national public pay 
telephone (payphone) operators. Both licences will be issued with equivalent 
terms, conditions and duration and both operators will be expected to compete to 
j provide the service throughout the Kingdom. 

In a Notice issued by the TRC today (TRC Notice 1996-2), the Commission set out 
its preliminary approach to the licensing of the new payphone operators and the 
role of the recently corporatised Jordan Telecommunications Company (JTC), 
formerly the Telecommunications Corporation. The Notice begins a formal 
consultative dialogue between the TRC and interested parties on the approach 
that should be used to license the new service. The TRC has invited comments on 
issues such as the qualification of applicants for the licences, the types of services 
to be offered, matters relating to payphone cards, whether wireless payphones 
Should be permitted, the approach to licence fees and rate regulation, roll-out 
criteria and evaluation criteria. 

a copy of the Notice may be obtained from the TRC. Parties interested in the 
licences to provide the new payphone service are requested to file expressions Of 
interest and their comments on the TRC’s preliminary approach. Comments must 
be received no later than November 13, 1996. The TRC will review the comments 
and intends to issue a formal Call for Applications (Tender) in late November or 
early December. j 

Today's announcement continues a series of initiatives by the TRC to license a 
range of new telecommunications services to meet the needs of Jordanian 
business and residential customers. In addition to payphone services, the TRC 
intends to license a second paging operator, and public mobile radio (trunking) 
operators over the next tew months. The TRC will also be setting the terms of data 
communications licences for a number of operators that were issued interim 
licences in recent months. The TRC has retained the Canadian law firm, McCarthy 
Tetrault to advise it on the licensing of all four new telecommunications services 
areas. 

For a copy of TRC Notice 1996-2 or for further information, contact: 

The Office of the Director General 
Telecommunications Regulatory Commission 
P.O.Box 850967, Amman 11185/ Jordan 
Telephone (962) 6-862020 - Fax (9621 6-863641 
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Clinton tells Hariri U.S. aid 
contingent on peace process 


WASHINGTON (Agencies) 
— President Bill Clinton 
has expressed support for 
U.S. help in rebuilding war- 
tom Lebanon but said 
improvements must first be 
made in the tattered Middle 
East peace process. 

Mr. Clinton met Friday 

with Lebanese Prime 
Minister Rafik Hariri at the 
White House. Afterwards, 
and without mentioning the 
presence of Syrian troops in 
Lebanon, the president said 
he looked forward “to sup- 
porting a comprehensive 
and lasting peace in the 
Middle East" that supports 
Lebanon's sovereignty, ter- 
ritorial integrity and right to 
be free of foreign forces. 

“Let me say that I think 


that, as a practical matter, 
the whole peace process 
needs to show some move- 
ment again before we can 
expect much progress on 
the Lebanese front." the 
president said. 

Responding to questions 
later. White House officials 

said the United States is not 
yet ready to lift a travel ban 
to Lebanon imposed a 
decade ago out of concern 
that American business 
executives, journalists and 
others might be. kidnapped 
or harmed. 

David Johnson, a 
spokesman for the National 
Security Council, said the 
United States would like to 
lift the ban so that 
Americans. especially 


Lebanese Americans and 
business people, can travel 
to the country. 

Mr. Hariri said Mr. 
Clinton told him that “the 
peace process needs to have 
a happy landing'* before 
further progress can be 
made. 

“I felt from the president 
that he cares for Lebanon; I 
felt this deeply.” the prime 
minister said. “And he will 
do what he can to assist 
Lebanon in the reconstruc- 
tion process. I felt the presi- 
dent is very keen to see the 
peace process going along.” 

Mr. Clinton said he is 
"somewhat encouraged” by 
reports of progress at the 
current talks between Israel 
and the Palestinians. 



U.S. President Bill Clinton and Lebanese Prime Minister Rafik Hariri at the White 
House on Friday (Reuters photo) 


“If we can get the whole 
thing moving again, that's 
the best thing for Lebanon; 
we’re working on it,” Mr. 
Clinton said. 

White House officials sep- 
arately said they would be 
sending out invitations in 
the near future to foreign 
governments to attend a 
pledging conference here 
aimed at raising funds for 
the reconstruction effort. 

Dubbed “friends of 
Lebanon.” the effort would 
help finance Mr. Hariri’s 
plan for a SS billion inter- 
national aid package to 
cover the cost of rebuilding 
infrastructure destroyed in 
the 1975-1990 war. 

White House officials said 
that a review of the travel 
ban on Lebanon would 
come in February and hint- 
ed that there was in interest 
on Washington's part in 
allowing LLS. businessmen 
travel without restriction to 
Lebanon but only if their 
security could be ensured. 

Under current regulations. 
U.S. citizens must ask for 
special permission from the 
U.S. government to travel 
to Lebanon. Iraq and Libya. 

Washington slapped the 
restriction on travel in 1986 
during a wave of hostage- 
takings by anti-American 
groups. 

The use of a U.S. passport 
in those countries without 
the required validation may 
be considered a violation of 
U.S. law and may be pun- 
ishable by a fine or impris- 
onment. 


Ekeus arrives in Iraq for further arms talks 


BAGHDAD (R) — Chief U.N. 
weapons inspector Rolf Ekeus arrived 
in Baghdad on Saturday for talks with 
Iraqi officials on outstanding disar- 
mament issues, the Iraqi News 
Agency (INA) reported. 

ENA gave no further details. Mr. 
Ekeus was not available for comment 
as his Iraqi hosts took him to an 
undisclosed destination. 

The visit by the Swedish head of the 
U.N. Special Commission 
(UNSCOM) dealing with Iraq is the 
latest in a series of missions by inter- 
national arms experts to rid Baghdad 
of weapons of mass destruction under 
the 1991 Gulf war ceasefire. 

Mr. Ekeus would be seeking proof 
of Iraq's claims to have done every- 
thing relevant to the disposal of pro- 
scribed items and materials. 

He is expected to hold talks with 
Deputy Prime Minister Tareq Aziz 
and Oil Minister Amr Rasheed, the 


former chairman of Iraq’s Military' 
Industrialisation Commission during 
his three-day visit. 

Iraq gave Mr. Ekeus’ deputy Charles 
Duelfer. who was in Baghdad this 
month, nine letters attempting to clar- 
ify its disclosure of banned weapons 
after the U.N. official said Iraq's orig- 
inal declarations were flawed and 
incomplete. 

Mr. Ekeus told reporters in Bahrain 
his talks with Iraqi officials would 
help him assess his team's work over 
the last three months and set goals. 
Both sides agreed on the routine visit 
in June. 

Iraq admits that it has (arms) not 
accounted for...but they said these 
items were destroyed unilaterally and 
in that sense they were accounted for. 

“Our programme is now to verily 
that the destruction indeed took 
place,” Mr. Ekeus said on Friday. 

Asked how many missiles Iraq 


might be hiding, Mr. Ekeus replied: “I 
said six to 16. We are trying to narrow 
the numbers now.” 

“We told the Security Council that 
we felt the dialogue on the political 
level has been fruitful...so we wel- 
come that dialogue and we hope for 
tangible results.’’ Mr. Ekeus said. 

Iraq is seeking an all-clear from Mr. 
Ekeus, a key condition for allowing it 
free oil exports. But the envoy in a 
report this month said his commission 
could not yet account for small but 
significant amounts of prohibited 
items. 

“It is a real matter of life and death 
for the states in the region, and there- 
fore we cannot rest until we have 
accounted for them.” he added. 

Mr. Ekeus said in Bahrain 48 Iraqi 
missiles were handed over and 
destroyed under U.N. supervision 
after the Gulf war. 


Bosnia Serbs agree to work 
with Muslims and Croats 


BANJA LUKA CR) — 
Bosnian Serb President 
Biljana Plavsic on 
Saturday pledged reluctant 
respect for Bosnia's 
integrity and to work with 
Muslims and Croats in the 
country’s post-war gov- 
ernment. 

She told the inaugural 
session of the new 
Bosnian Serb parliament 
in Banja Luka that “we are 
not entirely independent 
that our sovereignty is lim- 
ited and that we are oblig- 
ed to abide by what has 
been signed." 

Ms. Plavsic, heard by 
international mediators, 
said Serbs were being 
forced “to live within a 
state which is not to our 
liking” 

Under the peace agree- 
ment reached almost a 
year ago. Bosnia has been 
divided into two loosely 
linked halves, a Bosnian 
Serb republic and a 
Muslim-Croat federation 
which regard each other 
with mistrust. 

Despite the Bosnian 
Serbs’ failure to win inde- 
pendence, Ms. Plavsic 
hailed “the beginning of a 
new era in (Serb) state- 
hood. 

Muslim members of the 
Bosnian Serb parliament 
refused to swear an oath of 
office but joined their for- 
mer foes in a minute of 
silence for the 200.000 
dead of the Bosnian war. 

Fourteen of the IS 


Muslims elected to the 
assembly and a Croat 
deputy left the session 
while Serbs took the oath 
expressing loyalty to the 
Bosnian Serb Republic 
and to the Christian reli- 
gion. 

They returned to listen to 
Ms. Plavsic's speech, 
which marked a signifi- 
cant step forward to the 
creation of joint institu- 
tions. 

Momcilo Krajisnik, the 
Serb member of the col- 
lective Bosnian presiden- 
cy, also swore his oath of 
office on Saturday which 
he had previously resisted 
doing. 

Mr. Krajisnik, retiring 
speaker of the parliament, 
said Muslims who did not 
want to take the oath could 
refer it to the assembly’s 
judicial committee which 
would issue a binding 
decision on the legality of 
its wording. 

The Banja Luka building 
where the parliament met 
was hung with crucifixes 
and Serbian Orthodox 
clergy sat with Bosnian 
Serb leaders during the 
opening ceremony. 

Despite their objections 
to the heavy religious 
symbolism, the Muslims 
stood with Serb deputies 
when they sang the Serb 
nari onal ist hymn “God 
give us justice’” 

The religious ceremony 
was also" boycotted by 
Bosnian Serb former com- 


munist deputies who 
refused to kiss the cross or 
receive blessing from the 
Orthodox metropolitan. 

When he called the 
minute’s silence, Mr. 
Krajisnik said it was in 
memory of all the dead of 
the 3-1/2 year war. the 
great majority of whom 
were Muslims. 

The Serb parliament was 
elected in September at the 
same time as a national 
assembly which has its 
seat in Sarajevo and repre- 
sents all three Bosnian 
national communities. 

Thousands of Muslims 
and Croats were driven out 
of the Banja Luka area of 
northern Bosnia by Serb 
ethnic cleansing during the 
war and several of 
Bosnia's oldest mosques 
were blown up. 

The site of one historic 
mosque was bulldozed this 
week in an apparent 
attempt to intimidate 
Muslim deputies before 
the parliament session. 

Nationalist Serbs 

demanding full indepen- 
dence for the Bosnian Serb 
Republic have been reluc- 
tant to cooperate with 
international efforts to 
construct post-war inter- 
ethnic institutions. 

Ms. Plavsic said on 
Friday that Bosnian Serbs 
would not hold municipal 
elections mediators have 
called in Bosnia on Nov. 
23-24. 


Iraq says 
Kuwaitis 
fired on 
research 
vessel 


BAGHDAD (R) — 

Baghdad accused Kuwait on 
Saturday of firing at an Iraqi 
research vessel of Basra 
University sailing in Iraq's 
territorial waters. 

Government newspapers 
said Kuwait’s interception 
of the Iraqi vessel was “to 
create a state of tension in 
the region” and urged the 
emirate not to undertake 
such "aggressive actions” 
in the future. 

The report, based on an 
Iraqi News Agency (INA) 
dispatch from New York, 
said Iraq’s U.N. 
Ambassador Nizar 

Hamdoun sent a letter to the 
Secretary-General Boutros 
Ghali informing him of the 
incident 

“Two Kuwaiti boats inter- 
cepted and fired at a boat 
belonging to the Maritime 
Research Centre of Basra 
Llniversity as it was con- 
ducting a survey of the 
marine wealth in Iraq's terri- 
torial waters,” the report 
said. 

“The Iraqi envoy (at the 
U.N.) has asked the secre- 
tary- genera] to interfere to 
put an end to such aggres- 
sive practices which contra- 
vene the LLN. Charter and 
the international law and 
have become frequent 
recently,” it added. 
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HEADED FOR FRONT : Afghan Taleban militia fighters drive a tank through the 
Afghan capital on their way to the north of the country on Saturday (Reuters photo) 


Chirac gets hero’s 
welcome in Syria 


DAMASCUS (Agencies) 
— French President 
Jacques Chirac arrived in 
Syria to a tumultuous wel- 
come on Saturday at the 
start of a delicate Middle 
East tour aimed at increas- 
ing European influence on 
a faltering peace process. 

More than 20,000 peo- 
ple. including many 
schoolchildren given half a 
day off. turned out to cheer 
Mr. Chirac and President 
Hafez A1 Assad at 
Damascus airport in a dis- 
play of warmth for a leader 
hailed by the official 
Syrian press as “one of the 
best friends of the Arabs.” 

Omnipresent security 
men joined the crowd in 
strewing rose petals in Mr. 
Chirac's patch in a tradi- 
tional welcome ceremony, 
and young girls put a gar- 
land of white carnations 
around his neck. 

Flag-waving, chanting 
Syrians, fired up by a band 
playing Beethoven's Ode 
to Joy, the European Union 
(EU) anthem, lined 1 the 
route through the city to 
greet the first French presi- 
dent to visit Syria since 
1984. 

French officials said Mr. 
Chirac would act as a 
“messenger of peace,” urg- 
ing leaders on his six-day 
tour to resume peace nego- 
tiations and not allow the 
opportunity for peace to 
slip away, with a risk of a 
new regional war. 

Foreign Minister Farouk 
A1 Sharaa said Syria wel- 
comed a French role in 
Middle East peacemaking, 
which would complement, 
not substitute, the United 
States’ role. 

The United States and 
Israel have signalled their 
reluctance about any polit- 
ical role for France and the 
EU in the peace process, of 
which the EU is the main 


paymasters. 

U.S. Secretary of State 
Warren Christopher wrote 
to his EU counterparts in 
early October urging them 
ro stay out of the Middle 
East negotiations, French 
officials said. 

Mr. Chirac was due to 
hold a first round of talks 
with Mr. Assad and attend 
a state dinner on Saturday 
night with longer talks and 
a joint news conference on 
Sunday. On Monday he 
goes to Israel and the 
Palestinian territories, then 
to Jordan, Lebanon and 
Egypt. 

A senior French official 
said an agreement ending a 
festering dispute over 
repayment of Syria’s 1.3 
billion franc ($250 mil- 
lion) debt to France would 
be signed during Mr. 
Chirac's visit opening the 
way for new state-guaran- 
teed French investment in 
Syria and increased trade. 

Meanwhile, the speaker 
of "the Israeli parliament 
Dan Tichon, said Saturday 
he will boycott the wel- 
coming ceremony for 
President Chirac when he 
arrives in Israel, because 
Mr. Chirac is not visiting 
parliament. 

The visitor is, however, 
to address the Palestinian 
legislative council and 
will be the first head of 
state to do so. 

Mr. Tichon told the 
Associated Press he will 
boycott the welcoming 
ceremony for Mr. Chirac at 
the presidential residence. 

4, It is intolerable that the 
president of such an 
important European coun- 
try should boycott the 
Israeli legislature even 
when he was told that 
every foreign representa- 
tive visiting Israel calls at 
the Knesset.” Mr. Tichon 
said. 


Clinton 
retains 
big lead 
over Dole 


WASHINGTON (AFP) — 
President Bill Clinton main- 
tained a lead of more than 
20 points over Republican 
rival Bob Dole in two polls 
taken following the latest 
debate and released 
Saturday. 

A Newsweek survey 
found Mr. Clinton leading 
52 to 29 per cent over Mr. 
Dole, with Reform Party 
candidate Ross Perot 
favoured by eight per cent 
A separate CNN-LTSA 
Today poll placed Mr. 
Clinton's lead at 55 to 32 
per cent, with eight per cent 
for Mr. Perot. 

The Newsweek survey 
also found a majority of 
people object to campaign 
contributions from big cor- 
porations and foreign 
donors, but that only 34 per 
cent believed Mr. Clinton's 
acceptance of funds from a 
wealthy Indonesian family 
were “very important." 

A total of 77 per cent said 
they believed contributions 
from big companies, 
unions and other interests 
buy too much influence in 
Washington, and 71 per 
cent objected to contribu- 
tions from wealthy foreign 
interests. 

Both polls were taken after 
Wednesday's presidential 
debate in San Diego, which 
according to other surveys 
was won by Mr. Clinton. 

Despite Mr. Dole’s drive 
to focus on Mr. Clinton's 
ethics and character, 
Newsweek found 48 per 
cent of respondents said Mr. 
Clinton has the better per- 
sonal character to be presi- 
dent to 36 per cent for Mr. 
Dole. Fifty-nine per cent 
said Mr. Dole was more 
“negative or nasty” in the 
campaign. 


U.S. commanders ignored Iraqi 


chemical arms threat 


report 


WASHINGTON (AFP) — 
U.S. military commanders 
during the Gulf war ignored 
data from sensitive detection 
equipment that unprotected 
U.S. troops were exposed to 
chemicals, according ro a 
report Saturday. 

The New York Tunes, cit- 
ing a Czech army source, 
said Czech detection teams 
operating in northern Saudi 

Arabia in 1991 were con- 
vinced that nerve gas detect- 
ed in the early days of the 
conflict came from Iraqi 
chemical plants that the U.S. 
forces had bombed. 

Combat logs that U.S. offi- 
cers compiled, however, 
show the U.S. military lead- 
ers ignored the Czech warn- 
ings that low levels of nerve 
and mustard gas had been 
detected in the vicinity of 
U.S. troops, the paper said. 

“We were immediately 
putting on our suits and gas 
masks, while the Americans 
were walking around with- 
out their masks — without 
any of the equipment,” said 
Vaclav Hlavac, a retired 
Czech army officer. 

Mr. Hlavac said in an inter- 
view that the nerve gas and 
blister agent was firsf detect- 
ed on Jan. 19, 1991, just 
after the war began. 

“The Americans thought 


our chemists were crazy, so 
our chemists took the 
Americans to their laborato- 
ries to prove to the 
Americans what they had 
detected,” Mr. Hlavac told 
the paper. 

Eventually the Americans 
acknowledged that they had 
also detected some chemical 
agents, he said. 

“After about half a day, 

one of the American officers 
confirmed that, yes. we mea- 
sured the chemicals, but he 
said that the Americans did- 
n't want to sound an alarm 
because there were only low 
levels of the chemicals and it 
would cause panic among 
the soldiers,” Mr. Hlavac 
told the newspaper. 

The Pentagon announced 
earlier this month an indefi- 
nite delay in producing an 
official estimate of the num- 
ber of U.S. troops possibly 
exposed to Iraqi chemical 
agents at the end of the Gulf 
war. 

The Pentagon had said it 
would come up with the esti- 
mate on the basis of a 
Central Intelligence Agency 
(CIA) model charting the 
size of a poison gas cloud 
sent up when U.S. troops 
destroyed a chemical 
weapons plant in southern 
Iraq. 


The Pentagon has come 
under growing criticism 
from Gulf war veterans, U.S. 
newspaper editorials, and a 
presidential panel for its 
reluctant release of inform^ 
tion about possible nerve g«s 
exposure. 

The issue is an emotional 
one because more than 
20,000 soldiers of the war 
report suffering from a vari- 
ety of ailments known col- 
lectively as Gulf war 
Syndrome. 

Studies have concluded 
that the symptoms do not 
have a single cause, but the 
discovety more than five 
years after the fact that U.S. 
troops may have been 
exposed to low levels of 
nerve gas has shaken that 
conclusion. 

Pentagon estimates of the 
number of troops possibly 
exposed have risen dramati- 
cally since June when it was 
first announced that chemi- 
cal weapons were inadver- 
tently destroyed at the 

Kamisiyah munitions stor- 
age area. 

The Pentagon also said 
earlier this month that the 
figure would “certainly” be 
more than 15,000. up from 
initial estimates of 150 to 

400 soldiers possibly 
exposed. J 


Sara Netanyahu's 

ex-hubby nixes book 

• . 

TEL AVIV — The first ha. 
band of Sara NeiaoyatjBi&s 
dropped plans to write i 
kiss-and-tell book afoot 
their marriage, a friend said 
The ex- husband, Don* 
N’euberger, 37, of Kibfatz 
Ga'ash. has told him rififo 
decision, kibbutz sccxeteiy 
Danny Kail said. Istad 
Radio said Mr. Ncabcrgcr 
announced the decision ygg 
being told he could oor&y 
at the kibbutz if he wrotfc it 
Mr. Kait has denied tha Afr 
Neuberger had been ghetiag 
ultimatum. Mr. Ncubeiget' 
never discussed Ins foot 
plans in public, but IsiradS : 
media reported earlier : tKs 
month that he decided to., 
write the unflattering 
oirs because be was “fotii- 
fied” at reports suggesting, 
she had a say in sesshbie 
affairs of state. Prime. 
Minister Binyimi* 

Netanyahu’s aides bad met 
several times with Mr. 
Neuberger in unsuccessfid 
appeals to drop the project 
Meanwhile. Netanysdm's 

elder son Yair was treated at 
Hadassah- University 
Hospital for dislocation oif 
two front teeth and traumata 
his upper lip. Tbe four-year- 
old boy, who was in gnat 
pain, had tripped while run- 
ning and fallen on his face, a 
hospital spokesman said. He 
was brought to the Eis 
Kerem Hospital by his moth- 
er Sara. Later, his father 
arrived at the hospital as 
well. Prof. Arye Shteier, a 
maxilio- facial expert, exam- 
ined and treated him. He said 
that there was no danger the 
teeth would be lost, but 
asked that the boy be 
brought back next week for 
examination. Less than two 
weeks ago, his younger' 
brother Avner was rushed to 
Jerusalem's Shaare Zedefc 
Hospital, where he was treat- 
ed for a dislocated shoulder. 
His mother said the injury 
had occurred when he was 
playing at borne. Doctor^ 
quickly reset the bone m m 
socket and be was takes 
home — Jerusalem Post. 

Tardiness costs 
man $5.8 million 

BOSTON (R) — If only 
had come forward just 
days earlier. Clarence 
Jackson could have claimed 
a multi-million dollar for- 
tune. Mr. Jackson, 23, of 
New Haven, Connecticut 
bought the winning ticket to 
the Friday. Oct. 13, 1995, 
State Lottery worth $5.8 mil- 
lion. He showed up at a lot- 
tery office Wednesday, OcL 
16, 1996, to cl aim the prize 
— three days too -lalt- 
Connecticut State Lotto? 
rules say tbe claimant most 
come forward within oae 
year of tbe date of the (haw. 
Lottery spokeswoman Laura 
Gibbs said the state would 
retain the unclaimed prize 
money until the situation 
was resolved. Mr. Jackson’s 
lawyer, David Skolnick, said 
in a statement his client was 
a “hard-working young im* 
who lives with, cares for and 
supports his disabled parents 
and a large family ... Tb 
deprive him of this ooce-in- 
a- life time opportunity would 
simply be unfair and unjust* 

Arizona police 
find van filled with 
dead scorpions . . 


PHOENIX (R) — T 
customs officials insp 
mg a van at tbe Mexi- 

border found an ice cbe# 
filled with thousands if 
scorpions after a drug- 
sniffing dog started 
ing. officials said. T pt 
were 12,700 dead scorf 
ons in the box and a Dead# 
water cooler. 

Customs 

spokesman said. 
spokesman Roger Mali 
^1 Paso. Texas, said thfcd&- 
overy Thursday wdS^sOf' 
prising, but he coufaL Pf* 
say if it was illegal to btiag 
dead scorpions iom -Jfafe 
country. He speculated ^ 
arachnids might be tided* 
southwestern-motif, dcctf- 
rations or varnished-li? 
mounted in such 
paper weights. -?Y 







